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PARTICULAR NOTES 

ON THIS SUBJECT.

While this answer was striking off at the psess, I have been favoured with the perusal of all the volumes
of that learned, laborious, and expensive work, The Indian Antiquities, by Thomas Maurice; a work
which has entered so fully into this subject, as to render nugatory all I have attempted in this part of my
answer; and if I had seen it in time, I should have contented myself with either referring to it, or giving a
few extracts from it. I attempted to add some notes from it in the margin, but found it would greatly
embarrass the printer; and being very desirous of enriching this answer with many facts and useful
observations contained in it, and well knowing that a majority of my readers were not likely to peruse so
large a performance, I have concluded to annex to this head, a number of quotations together, leaving it
to my reader to apply them to this important subject as he may think proper. 

Being impressed with the truth of the following observation, found in the preface to this admirable
performance, I shall begin with it. He says -- "The present is by no means the period for suppressing any 
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additional testimonies to the truth of one of the fundamental articles of that noble system, (our holy
religion); and the author trusts that he has brought together such a body of evidence, as will decisively
establish the following important facts -- first, that in the Sephiroth, or three superior splendors of the
ancient Hebrews, may be discovered the three hypostases of the Christian Trinity -- secondly, that this
doctrine flourished through nearly all the empire of Asia, a thousand years before Plato was born -- and
thirdly, that the grand cavern-pagoda of Elephanta, the oldest and most magnificent temple in the world,
is neither more nor less than a superb temple to a Triune-God" 

In this volume, the Oriental Triads of Deity, are extensively discussed, and referred to what I cannot but
conceive to have been the true source of them all; to certain mutilated traditions of a nobler doctrine
revealed to man, in a state of innocence. As we advance still farther in these Indian researches, we shall
find many other important points of religious belief, surprizingly elucidated; and thus, the Mosaical
records and Christianity, so far from being subverted by the pretended antiquity of the Brahmins, will
derive a proud trophy from the corroborative testimony of their genuine annals, and the congenial
sentiments of their primaeval creed. 

When the reader is informed, that the creation of the world, according to the Hindoo cosmogony, was
affected by an incumbent Spirit, the emanation of Deity impregnating with life the primordial waters of
Chaos; that the fall of man from a state of primaeval purity and innocence in the Satya-Yug or perfect
age, forms the basis of the Indian metempsychosis, that 
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the Indians believe in a future state of rewards and punishments; that the first history, of which they can
boast, has for its subject, the destruction of the human race, for their multiplied enormities, in a certain
great deluge, from which only eight persons were saved in an Ark, fabricated by the immediate command
of Veeshnu: that in their principal Deity, a plurality of Divine persons is discovered, since that Deity is
symbolically designated by an image with three heads affixed to one body; and that the second person in



that Trinity is, in their mythology, invested with the office of a Preserver and Mediator, and in both these
characters incarnate. Finally, to omit other interesting particulars, that the duration of the Cali-Yug, or
age immediately succeeding the great deluge, according to their own calculations, does not but by a few
centuries, exceed the period asserted by Christian chronologers, to have elapsed since the deluge of
Noah; and that the existing world is to be consumed by a general conflagration. 

When all these circumstances, to be accounted for by no immediate connection or intercourse whatsoever
with the Hebrew nation, in any period of their empire, are calmly considered by an impartial and
unprejudiced mind, the result, I am persuaded, must be an increased confidence in the great truths of
revelation -- though the timid Christian may at first be somewhat surprized, yet a little reflection will
soon convince him of the truth of what I have asserted to be the genuine fact, that in the pure and
primitive theology, derived from the venerable patriarchs, there were certain grand and mysterious truths,
the objects of their fixed belief, which all the depravations 
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brought into it by succeeding superstition, were ne-ver able entirely to efface from the human mind.
These truths, together with many of the symbols of that pure theology, were propagated and diffused by
them in their various peregrinations through the higher Asia, where they have immemorially flourished,
affording a most sublime and honourable testi-mony of such a refined and patriarchal religion having
actually existed in the earliest ages of the world. 

Mr. Maurice asserts, that " Mattra," (the Methora of Pliny) "is situated about 18 miles from Agra, on the
direct road to Delhi, and is particularly celebrated for having been the birth place of Creeshna, who is
esteemed in India, not so much an incarnation of the Divine Veeshnu, as the Deity himself in a human
form. The history of this personage is among the most curious of all that occur in Indian mythology. 

The sanscreet narrative of his extraordinary feats, in some points approaches so near to the Scriptural
account of our Saviour, as to have afforded real ground for Sir William Jones to suppose, that the
Brahmins had, in the early ages of Christianity, seen or heard recited to them, some of the spurious
Gospels, which in those ages so numerously abounded, and had ingrafted the wildest parts of them, upon
the old fable of the Indian Apollo. The birth of this divine infant was predicted, and a reigning tyrant of
India, by name Cansa, learning from the prediction, that he should be destroyed by this wonderful child,
ordered all the male children born at that period, to be slain; but Creeshna was preserved by biting the
breast, instead of sucking the poisoned nipple of the nurse 
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commissioned to destroy him. From the fear of this tyrant, he was fostered in Mattra, by an honest
herdsman, and passed his innocent hours in rural diversions at his foster father's farm. Repeated miracles,
however, soon discovered his celestial origin. He preached to the Brahmins, the doctrines of meekness
and benevolence. He even condescended to wash their feet, as a proof of his own meekness; and he
raised the dead by descending, for that purpose, to the lowest regions. He acted, not always indeed, in the
capacity of a prince or herald of peace, for he was a mighty warrior; but his amazing powers were
principally exerted to save and to defend. 

Even the great war of Mahabbarat, which he fomented, was a just war, undertaken against invaders and
tyrants, whom he triumphantly overthrew, and then returned to his seat in the Heavenly region. * 



One of the most prominent features in the Indian theology, is the doctrine of a Trinity, which it plainly
inculcates; a subject by no means to be passed over in silence; but at the same time connected with the
abstrusest speculations of ancient philosophy. It has been repeatedly observed, that the mythologic
personages, Brahma, Veeshnu, and Seeva, constitute the grand Hindoo triad of Deity. That, nearly all the 

Pagan nations of antiquity, in their various theological systems, acknowledged a kind of Trinity in the
Divine Nature, has been the occasion of much needless alarm and unfounded apprehension, especially to
those professors of Christianity, whose religious principles rest upon so slender a basis, that they 
__________
* Vol. iii. page 45. S 
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waver with every wind of doctrine. The very circumstance which has given rise to these apprehensions,
the universal prevalence of this doctrine in the Gentile kingdoms, is, in my opinion, so far from
invalidating the Divine authenticity of it, that it appears to be an irrefragable argument in its favour. It
ought to confirm the piety of the wavering Christian, and build up the tottering fabric of his faith. 

The doctrine itself bears such striking internal marks of a Divine original, and is so very unlikely to have
been the invention of mere human reason, that there is no way of accounting for the general adoption of
so singular a belief by most ancient nations, than by supposing what I have, in pretty strong terms,
intimated at the commencement of this chapter, to be the genuine fact, that the doctrine was neither the
invention of Pythagoras, nor Plato, nor any other philosopher in the ancient world, but a sublime
mysterious truth, one of those stupendous arcana of the invisible world, which through the
condescending goodness of Divine Providence, was revealed to the ancient patriarchs of the faithful line
of Shem, by them propagated to their Hebrew posterity; and through that posterity, during their various
migrations and dispersions over the east, diffused through the Gentile nations, among whom they
sojourned. I must again take permission to assert it as my solemn belief -- a belief founded upon long and
elaborate investigation of this important subject, that the Indian, as well as all other triads of Deity, so
universally adored throughout the whole Asiatic world, and under every denomination, whether they
consist of 
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persons, principles, or attributes deified, arc only corruptions of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. * 

To Adam in a state of innocence, many parts of the mysterious economy of the eternal regions were, by
the Divine permission, unfolded; nor did his mind, at the fall, lose all impressions of those wonderful
revelations, which had been gradually imparted to him; for the remembrance of his past enjoyments and
forfeited privileges, doubtless formed one afflicting part of his punishment. It was in that happy state,
when man's more refined and perfect nature could better bear the influx of great celestial truths, that the
awful mystery was revealed to him, and it came immediately from the lips of that Divine Being, the
mighty [[AfJT9 6i6i]] or self-existent, who, by his holy word created all things, and animated all things
which he had created, by that energetic and pervading spirit which emanated from himself. It was at that
remote period, that this holy doctrine was first propagated and most vigorously flourished, not in the
school of Plato, not in the academic groves of Greece, but in the sacred bowers of Eden, and in the awful
school of universal nature, when Jehovah himself was the instructor, and Adam the Heaven taught pupil.
With these holy personages that compose the Trinity, he freely conversed during all the period that he
remained in a state of innocence, while the refulgent glory of the Divine Schechinah, darting upon him its



direct, but tempered rays, encircled with a flood of light, the enraptured protoplast, formed in the image
and similitude of his Maker. But as he saw the radiance of 
__________
iv. 418—19. 
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the Divine Triad in innocence with inexpressible joy, so when fallen from that state of primoeval
rectitude, he beheld it with unutterable terror; especially at that awful moment, when the same luminous
appearance of Deity, but arrayed in terrible majesty, and darting forth severer beams, sought the flying
apostate, who heard with new and agonizing sensations, the majestic voice of Jehovah Elohim, literally
the Lord Gods, walking in the garden in the cool of the day. * 

Dr. Allix informs us, that the Jewish cabalists constantly added to the word Elohim, the letter jod, being
the first letter of the name Jehovah, for the sake of a mystery, as well as according to one of the most
respectable commentators on the Pentateuch, the Rabbi Bechai, to show that there is a divinity in each
person, included in the word. ** 

An extended period had elapsed since Malachi had sounded the prophetic trumpet. Impatient piety
glowed with intense fervour, and expectation was on the wing to meet the promised Messiah. At length
the long-wished for period of his advent arrived; nor was the awful event, in which were involved the
eternal interests of the human race, ushered in amidst darkness and silence. An angel purposely
descending from Heaven, announced the incarnation, not of another angel, for that surely were
unnecessary, but of the Son of the highest, of whose kingdom there should be no end; and pointed out the
manner of his conception, by the overshadowing of that Schechinah, who, according to the Talmudic
Jews, had squally the key of the womb, of death and the grave, 
__________
* 431. 
** R. Bechir, in Gen. 1—10. 
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At the period of his birth, a bright chorus of angels welcomed that birth in expressive hallelujahs; and
guided by the refulgent constellation, that now first illumined the eastern hemisphere, the Chaldean Magi
with reverence hastened to pay homage to that Mes-siah, to whom, it is said, "the kings of Tarshish and
the isles shall bring presents, and the kings of Sheba and Seba should offer gifts." * 

Arrayed in the venerable garb of the ancient prophets, and adhering to the same austere diet, which
should have roused the attention of the Jews, the messenger John appeared his august herald, and a
solemn voice was heard amidst the recesses of the desert, "prepare ye the way of the Lord, make strait in
the desert an high way for our God." He was initiated by the baptizing hand of that celestial messenger,
into the sacred office which he condescended to assume, and received the most solemn and public
attestation possible, of his Divine emanation from the eternal fountain, as well as by the audible voice of
Jehovah, giving the everlasting benediction to his beloved Son, as in the Holy Spirit visibly descending in
the form of that auspicious bird which brought to Noah the first tidings of Almighty wrath appeased. The
Jews, had not their expectations been totally blinded during the ceremony of this Divine unction, might
there have seen two notable texts relative to the Logos, in their national Scriptures, strikingly fulfilled --
"O God, thy God hath anointed thee, with the oil of gladness above thy fellows." ** And that in Isaiah --
"And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon bim." *** 
__________



* Psalm, 72-10. 
** Psalm, 45-7. 
*** Isaiah, chap. xi. 2. 

[ 142 ]

It was thus that the Baptist not only saw, but bore public record that he was the Son of God -- and on this
occasion I cannot refrain from citing the words of Dr. Allix -- "The three persons in the Godhead, did
there so conspicuously manifest themselves, that the ancients took thence occasion to tell the Arians, go
to the river Jordan, and there you shall see the Trinity." * The Chaldee Targum, on these words of Job,
"the spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life," ** hath brought into
the text, the second person in the trinity, as well as the third—his words are, spiritus Dei fecit me, et
verbum omnipotentis sustentavit me -- that is, "the spirit of God hath made me, and the word of the
Almighty hath sustained me." 

Rabbi H. Hagaon, who lived 700 years ago, said, there are three lights in God; the anevit light or kadmon,
the pure light, and the purified light; and these three make but one God. *** 

Rabbi Hakadosch, so highly celebrated for his piety as to have the title of Holy conferred on him by his
nation, has this remarkable sentence: pater Dens, filius Deus, spiritus sanctus Deus, trinus in unitate, et
unus in trinitate; that is, the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, trinity in unity,
and unity in trinity -- and the Hebrew sentence from which this is translated, is composed of the
mysterious forty-two letters, forming according to the Cabalists, another of the names of God. **** 
__________
* Ibid. 501. 
** Job xxxiii. 4. 
*** Ibid 525. 
**** Kerch. Odep. Egypt, com iii. 246. 
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On Gen. xviii ch. 1st, 2d and 3d v. "And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat
in the tent door in the heat of the day; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and lo! three men stood by
him; and when he saw them he ran to meet them from the tent door and bowed himself toward the
ground, and said, my Lord if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy
servant." 

Philo says, this whole passage contains a latent mystical meaning, not to be communicated to every one,
and that according to this mystical sense, here was denoted [[???]], the great Jehovah, with his two of
which one is called [[???]], and the other [[...]] 

The same author, in his Dissertation de Cherubbim, page 86, speaking of the eternal Ens, or [[???]],
asserts, that "in the one true God there are two supreme and primary [[?????]], or powers, whom he
denominates goodness and authority; that there is a third and mediatorial power between the two former,
who is the logos or word. 

The word Jehovah indicates the unity of the essence : Elohim points out, that in this unity there is a
plurality existing, in a manner of which we can at present have no clear conception, no more than we
have of other parts of the mysterious economy of the invisible world. ** 



The letter ' or Jod, which is the first letter of the sacred name, denotes the thought -- the idea of God. It is
the ray of light, say the enraptured Cabalists, 
__________
* Philo judxis de sacrificiis abelis et Caini 108. 
** Ibid 559. 
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which darts a lustre too transcendent to be contemplated by mortal eye; it is a point at which thought
pauses, and imagination itself grows giddy and confounded. -- "Man," says Basnage citing the rabbies,
"may lawfully roll his thoughts from one end of heaven to the other, but they cannot approach that
inaccessible light, that primitive existence, contained in the letter Jod." * 

From what other reason could the Gentiles have given such names to their pretended Gods. Mercury was
called Triceps; Bacchus, Triambus; Diana, Tri-formis; and Hecate, Tergimina; Jupiter had hid
three-forked thunder; Neptune his trident, and Pluto his three-headed Cerberus. Hence the triangle and
the pyramid came to be numbered among the most frequent and esteemed symbols of Deity. ** 

It is my humble, but decided opinion, that the original and sublime dogma inculcated in the true religion,
of a Trinity of hypostases in the divine nature, delivered traditionally down from the ancestors of the
human race, and the Hebrew patriarchs, being in time misapprehended, or gradually forgotten, is the
fountain of all the similar conceptions in the debased systems of theology, prevailing in every other
religion of the earth; of a doctrine thus extensively diffused through all nations; a doctrine established at
once in regions distant as Japan and Peru; [[immemo-fially]] acknowledged throughout the whole extent
of Egypt and India; and flourishing with equal vigor amidst the snowy mountains of Thibet, and the vast
deserts of Siberia. There is no other rational mode 
__________
* Hist. of Jews, 193. 
** Ibid 617. 
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of explaining the allusion, or accounting for the origin. * 

In the Oracles of Zoroaster the first, (supposed to be the grandson of Ham and great grandson of Noah,)
though many of them are forgeries; yet many of them bear the marks of the genuine remains of Chaldaic
theology; that theology which, according to Proelus, as cited by Mr. Stanley, was revealed to man by the
awful voice of the Deity himself. In these oracles we find such singular expressions as these: "Where the
paternal monad is, that paternal monad amplifies itself, and generates a duality." After declaring that the
duad thus generated sits by the monad, and shining forth with intellectual beams, governs all things; this
remarkable passage occurs, "for a triad of Deity shines forth throughout the whole world, of which a
monad is the head." In a succeeding verse of this section we are informed, "for the mind of the Father
said, that all things should be divided into three, whose will assented, and all things were divided."
Immediately after follows a passage, in which the three persons in the Divine essence are expressly
pointed out by appellations, "and there appeared in this triad, virtue, and Wisdom, and Truth, that know
all things." This is answerable to the Kather (virtue), the Cochma (wis-dom), and Binab (intelligence, or
Spirit of truth), of the Hebrews. ** 

In the next section, under the title "The Father and the Mind" it is expressly said, the Father perfects all
things, and delivers them over to the second 



__________
* Ibid 620. 
** Ibid 630 to 634. 
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that second Mind whom the nations of men commonly take for the first. Under two minds is contained
the life-generating fountain of souls, and the artificer who, self-operating, formed the world; He who
sprang first out of that mind. In order next to the eternal mind, I Pysche dwell, wanning and animating all
things. * 

Kircher gives the following extract from Hermes Trismegistus' books, "There hath ever been one great
intellectual light, which has always illuminated the mind; and their union is nothing else but the Spirit,
which is the bond of all things." ** 

Orpheus asserts, (as is abridged by Timotheus, a Christian writer) the existence of an eternal
incomprehensible Being; the Creator of all things, even of the aether itself, and of all things below that
aether -- That this supreme Demiurgos is called Light, Counsel and Life. 

Timotheus concludes his account by affirming, that Orpheus in his book declared, that all things were
made by one God-head in three names, and that this God is all things. *** 

It is remarkable through all antiquity, the humor of dividing every thing into three, displayed itself; and
whence, except from the source of revelation, could this general but mutilated tradition of a triune-God
have originated. The Fates, those relentless sisters, who weave the web of human life, and fix its
inevitable doom, were three -- the Furies, the dire dispensers of the vengeance of Heaven, for crimes
committed 
__________
*Ibid 636, 638. 
** Ibid. 690, and cites Oedep Egypt, tom iii. 578. 
*** Ibid. 701. 702. 
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upon earth, were three -- the Graces were three, and the celestial Muses, according to Varro, were
originally only three. * 

I have not undertaken so much to account for the perversion of this doctrine, as to record and ascertain
the fact, of this notion of a triad of Deity, being radically interwoven in the theological codes adopted in
almost every region of Asia -- Asia, where the sublime system of the true religion was first revealed;
where the pure precepts it inculcates were first practised, and where unhappily its leading principles were
earliest adulterated. The Almighty hath not left himself without a witness, amidst the degrading
superstitions and the false philosophy of the degenerate Asiatics. In the Persian triad, the character of
Mithra, the middle god, is called the mediator: Now, the idea of a mediator, could alone originate in a
consciousness of committed crimes, as well as in a dread of merited punishment. ** 

Plutarch, an enemy to a triad of Deity says, "Zoroaster is said to have made a three-fold distribution of
things; to have assigned the first and highest rank to Oromasdes, who in the oracles, is called the Father;
the lowest to Ahrimenes, and the middle to Mithras, who, in the same oracles, is called Ton Deutcron
Nou, the second mind." *** 



Of exquisite workmanship and of stupendous antiquity -- Antiquity to which neither the page of history,
nor human traditions can ascend; that magnificent piece of sculpture, so often alluded to, in the cavern of
Elephanta, decidedly establishes the solemn fact, 
__________
* Ibid. 712. 
** Ibid. 713. 
*** Plutarch de Iside et Osiride, 
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that from the remotest eras, the Indian nations have adored a triune Deity. There the travellers, with awe
and astonishment, behold, carved out of the solid rock, in the most conspicuous part of the most ancient
and venerable temple in the world, a bust expanding in breadth near twenty feet, and no less than
eighteen feet in altitude, by which amazing proportions, as well as by its gorgeous decorations, it is
known to be the image of the grand presiding deity of that hallowed retreat: he beholds, I say, a bust
composed of three heads, united to one body, adorned with the oldest symbols of the Indian theology,
and thus expressly fabricated, according to the unanimous confession of the sacred sacerdotal tribe of
India, to indicate the Creator, the Preserver and the Regenerator of mankind. I consider the superior
antiquity of the Elephanta temple to that of Salsette, as established by the circumstance of the flat roof,
proving it to have been excavated before mankind had discovered the art of turning the majestic arch, and
giving the lofty roof that concave form, which adds so greatly to the grandeur of the Salsette temple --
and as Salsette is supposed to be three thousand years old, the Elephanta must have been as near the
flood, as the progress of science will allow us with propriety to fix it. * 

In the Bhagvat-Geeta, the most ancient and au-thentic book of the Indian divinity, the supreme Veeshnu
thus speaks concerning himself, "I am the Holy One, worthy to be known. I am the mystic (triliteral)
figure a u m; the Reig, the Yajush, and the Saman Vedas." ** 
__________
* Ibid. 736. 
** Ibid. 744. 
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The Hindoos, says Mr. Sonnerat, adore three principal deities, Brouma, Chiven and Vichenou, who are
still but one. He gives a literal translation from the Sanscreet, of a Pouran, thus, "It is God alone who
created the universe by his productive power; who maintains it by his all preserving power, and who will
destroy (or regenerate) it by his destructive (or regenerative) power; so that it is this God who is
represented under the name of three Gods, who are called Trimourtin. * 

Mr. Foster, in his Sketches of Hindoo Mythology, says, "One circumstance which forcibly struck my
attention, was the Hindoo belief of a Trinity -- These persons, are by the Hindoos supposed to be wholly
indivisible, the one is three, and the Three are One. ** 

From the previous extensive survey of the various systems of Eastern theology, it is evident, that the
notion of a Divine Triad governing the Universe, however darkened and degraded through the prevalence
of a long series of gross superstitions, was a doctrine that immemorially prevailed in the schools of Asia.
From whatever distant source derived, through successive generations, and amidst a thousand
perversions, the great truth contended for beams forth, with more or less splendour, in every country of
the ancient world, and darts conviction upon the mind not prejudiced against the reception of it, by the
suggestions of human pride, and the dogmas of false philosophy. 



To try the merits of this great cause in the court of human reason, is evidently to bring it before a tribunal 
__________
* Ibid. 747, 749, and cites Sonnerat's Voy. 1 vol. 259, 
** Ibid. 750, and cites Foster, fol. 12. 
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incompetent to decide upon so important a question; and is, in fact, to exalt a terresrial judge, before the
eternal judge of all things -- yet we are justified in asserting, that this doctrine, though not founded upon
reason as a basis, is by no means destitute of its decided support and concurrence. The basis upon which
it rests, is far more noble as well as durable; Divine revelation, strengthened by the most ancient
traditions, and the consenting creed of nearly all the kingdoms of the greater Asia. ** 

In fact, the name and history of Noah and his three sons, are precisely the same in the Sanscreet
language, as in the Hebrew bible. In the ancient geographical records of India, we find the whole country
denominated after Cush, or Cuth, the eldest son of Ham, its domestic appellation being Cusha-Dweepa;
and we know that the inhabitants of the northern district were anciently called Cuthaei. We find again
Raamah, the fourth son of that Cush, in the Indian Rama, renowned first as a conqueror, and afterwards
as a God, throughout the whole extent of that vast region; and we discover his last son, Nimrod or Belus,
in their Bali, the Baal and Bel of their neighbours. ** 

There was another very remarkable symbol of Taut or Mercury, prevalent in Egypt, as well as in India. It
was the letter T, or in other words, the Cross or Crux-Hermios; in which form we find many of the more
ancient pagoda's of India, as Benares and Mattra, erected; and many of the old Egyptian statues, as is
well known to antiquaries, are represented bearing this symbol in their hands, or 
__________
* Vol v. page 1. 
** Vol. vi. 42. 
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their breasts. I have elsewhere observed the very singular manner, after which the Latin Vulgate, and
according to Lowth, probably the ancient copies of the Septuagint, have rendered the original of that
passage in Ezekiel, the 9th chap. and 4th ver. -- "Set a mark on the foreheads of the men that sigh, and
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof;" rendering it in their version, "I will
mark them on the forehead with the letter T," which affords room to suppose it was a symbol of a more
sacred import than is generally imagined, in the early patriarchal ages. 

Now it is a fact not less remarkable, than well at tested, that the druids (in Great-Britain) in their groves,
were accustomed to select the most stately and beautiful tree, as an emblem of the Deity they adored; and
having cut off the side branches, they affixed two of the largest of them to the highest part of the trunk, in
such a manner, as that those branches, extending on each side like the arms of a man, presented to the
spectators the appearance of a huge cross, and on the bark in various places was actually inscribed the
letter T. * 
__________
* Consult Borlase, fol. 108, and the express authorities which he adduces for the truth of this curious
fact. Vol. vi. 67. 


