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THE OBJECTIONS
TO THE

OLD TESTAMENT, CONSIDERED.

Our author introduces his general observations on the Bible, by endeavouring to prejudice the unwary in
favour of his objections, by assuring them, "That although the boldness of his investigations would alarm
many, yet it would be paying too great a compliment to credulity, to forbear them on that account -- that
the times and the subject demand it to be done -- that the suspicion, that the theory of what is called the
Christian church is fabulous, is becoming very extensive in all countries; and that it will be a consolation
to such persons, to see the subject freely investigated." 

It must be evident by this time, to every candid and sincere inquirer after truth, that if the facts already
treated of in this answer be true, there can be little necessity of further argument, to show the weakness
as well as wickedness of the other observations of the Age of Reason, on the Christian 
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system; yet, for the sake of those who have not time or inclination to search into these things, we will
proceed, by taking previous notice of the observations above referred to, which he calls bold
investigations. 

Let me ask this man, who seems so fearful of paying a compliment to credulity, who it is that he supposes
will be alarmed by the boldness of his investigations? He must, I conclude, mean the weak and ignorant
alone. What has he done to give this apprehended alarm to those who understand the subject? He has
done very little more, than change the style and language of his predecessors, though they have been so
fully answered. 

Indeed it could scarcely have been credited, before sorrowful conviction had prevented a doubt, that, at
this day of light and knowledge, a man could have been found, pretending to any character in the learned
world, who would have ventured to talk of the freedom and boldness of investigations, that were to
consist wholly of dogmatical assertions on subjects of so great importance, without attempting either
argument or proof -- and this too, in direct opposition to the unwearied and successful labours of the most
learned men of which the world has ever boasted, in answering and confuting the rational and learned
objections of men of knowledge and science, who had, (contrary to our author's pretensions) made the
professions and doctrines of Christians their long and serious study. These have with great abilities
arranged and supported every objection, that could with any propriety be urged against the Christian
system, by arguments and reasons founded on the nature and consequences of 
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that system. Mr. Hartley justly observes, that "the true and pure religion of Christ, alone grows more
evident and powerful, from every attack that has been made upon it; and converts the bitterness and
poison of its adversaries into nourishment for itself, and an universal remedy for the pains and sorrows of
a miserable and degenerate world." 

The insuperable vanity and unconquerable pride of our author, must have led him to suppose, that his
religious dogma's would prove as successful with the ignorant and credulous multitude, as many of his



political heresies have done, merely because they were asserted with a licentious boldness, that refused
the aid of proof or reason. 

We agree with his position, that the times and the subject are very important; and, if he pleases, that
infidelity is gaining ground in every part of the Christian world. Is this to be wondered at, when we find
infidels in all corners of the land, using every mean and subtle artifice to poison the minds of the young
and uninstructed; taking advantage of a season of political disorder and confusion; and impressing them
both by precept and example, with an aversion to search after truth, and a love for every vicious
inclination. * 

But under this distressing view of the subject, we would acquaint our author with one important fact; 
__________
* The observation of Mr. Gibbon, on the scepticism of the pagan world, at the first propagation of
Christianity, may be applicable here. -- "The contagion of these sceptical writings, had been diffused far
beyond the number of their readers. The fashion of incredulity was communica-ted from the philosopher
to the man of pleasure or business; from the noble to the plebian; and from the master to the menial slave,
who waited at his table, and who eagerly listened to the freedom of his conversa-tion." -- Vol. ii. 355. 
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that even this truth, in which he seems so confident, with all its melancholy train of evils, is a
confirmation of the doctrines he is endeavouring to subvert, and is an additional proof of the divinity of
the sacred Scriptures; the evidence in whose favour is increased even by our author himself. 

Hearken to what these divine writings said on this subject, under a prophetic spirit, almost two thousand
years ago, when the Christian system was in its infancy, and under the apparent direction of a few poor,
despised, obscure and illiterate fishermen. "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times,
some shall depart from the faith, 'giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in
hypocrisy, having their consciences seared as with a hot iron. And there were false prophets among the
people; even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bringing on themselves swift destruction. And many shall
follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of -- whose
judgment now of a long time, lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not -- but chiefly them who
walk after the flesh, in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government—presumptuous are they --
self-willed, they are not ashamed to speak evil of dignities -- but these, as natural brute beasts, made to be
taken and destroyed, speak evil of things they understand not, and shall utterly perish in their own
corruption, and shall receive the reward of unrighteousness. Spots are they, and blemishes, sporting
themselves with their own deceivings, while they feast with you." And again: "This 
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second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in both which, I stir up your pure minds by way of
remembrance, that ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophet; and of
the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Saviour -- knowing this first, that there shall come
in the last days, scoffers walking after their own lusts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming." 

As to the consolation that is to be afforded to the doubting inquirer, it can never arise from any free
investigation of the subject by our author; for, so far from attempting to examine into the books called the
Old and New-Testament, he acknowledges in page 39 of his pamphlet, that he kept no Bible, and that he
could not recollect enough of the passages in Job, on which he was descanting, to insert them correctly. 



What idea must this vain man have of his readers, or could he suppose that his own character was as
great a secret to some of them, as it appears to be to himself. 

He seems confident that whatever he says, however ridiculous or absurd, will be taken for truth; and that
he will be considered as an able investigator of doctrines and truths, of which, in the same breath, he
confesses himself ignorant. Surely his advocates and proselytes must have a mean opinion of their own
understandings, thus to become the dupes of so vain an imagination. 

But to proceed. He sets out according to his established practice, with asserting a number of palpable
falsehoods relative to the Bible; and then, considering them as proved facts, he argues against the
authenticity of their divine origin. 
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He declares, without hesitation, "That, beginning with Genesis, and ending with the Revelations, we are
told these books are the word of God; but who told us so; nobody can tell, except that we tell one another
so." 

This extraordinary introduction to his immediate attack on the Bible, containing the Old and
New-Testaments, leaves us at a loss to determine, which is with him most predominant, falsehood or
ignorance. Conscious of my own fallibility and liableness to error, l am sorry to treat any of my
fellow-men, even with a seeming harshness; but in so important a controversy, one in which the essential
interests of mankind are so deeply involved, truth requires plainness without abuse, and clear deductions
without deception, or flattering the person of any man. I appeal to the judgment of even the candid
enemies of revelation, on this charge of wilful perversion of historic truth, contained in the above
declaration. * 

Is it not well known to our author, as it is to all the world, that the Christian church and its advocates, for
near eighteen hundred years, have unequivocally declared the whole Bible to be the word of God: and
that the Jews for twice that period, have published to all mankind, that they consider the Old Testament
in the same point of light. 

And can it be possible, after the many judicious and instructive works of the learned in the knowledge of
antiquity for so many years past, added to the invariable 
__________
* "A season there is, when inactivity were a crime, and public admonition, even at the hazard of personal
comforts, rises into indispensible obligation: to those at least who are desirous that their Master should
not be ashamed of them at his second coming." 
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testimony of a whole nation from its origin to this time, attended with public monuments, rites, feasts,
and other memorials of the great events of their religion, with the profession and practice of all
denominations of Christians, that any man, who calls himself a philosopher, can with the appearance of
truth say, "That nobody can tell who told us that the Bible was the word of God." The charge is not a
denial of the Bible being the word of God, but of our knowledge of the authors who wrote and published
it as such. That this writer should not understand it -- that he should deny the conclusive nature of the
testimony by which it is said to be proved to be the word of God; and that he should impiously reject its
doctrines as not coming from God, though acknowledged by him to be a pure morality, is not at all
surprizing with his present temper of mind; but that he should, against such a host of evidence, positively



assert, that nobody can tell who originally published the Bible as the word of God; and has since
supported and shown, by irrefragable and convincing arguments, that it is so, is a degree of vain
confidence, scarcely credible to any one unacquainted with the personal character and history of our
author. 

In stating the history of this business, he falsely charges "the church mythologists, with determining by
vote, out of a collection made by them, which of the collection should be the word of God;" and that "it is
a matter altogether of uncertainty to us, whether such of the writings as now appear under the name of
the Old and New-Testaments, are in the same state in which those collectors say they found them, or
whether they added, altered, abridged, or dressed 
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them up." We have already adduced proof of the falsity of this charge, when applied to the
New-Testament. We shall now show it is still more absurd when applied to the Old. 

Our author must have been wholly unacquainted with the evidence adduced in support of the divine
authority of the Old-Testament; and therefore cannot be justified in attempting to shake the faith of the
unlearned, and to impose on mankind in general by his presumptuous and positive declaration; for he
must have proceeded on principles known to him at the time to be unfounded in truth. 

He could not have been ignorant, that the books of the Old Testament, had been the sacred books of the
Jews, and received by them as a divine revelation, and the word of God, for some thousands of years, and
that without doubt or dispute. That the Jews are a people more jealously scrupulous of their religious
principles, and the facts on which they are founded, than any people on earth; even to the numbering of
the lines, words and letters, of the copies of their sacred writings. 

"When corruption in worship and manners, and many superstitious usages grew up among the Jews, they
were (says Dr. Worthington) obliged to devise an oral law, to be handed down by oral tradition, to
countenance those corruptions and innovations, which law they afterwards collected into a body, and
committed to writing. But the Mishna had been needless and superfluous, durst they have incorporated
their traditions with the Scriptures. As they have not done this, in a case in which they were most tempted
to do it, there is less room to suspect their having 
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wilfully corrupted them in other respects. So scrupulously vigilant were the Jews in preserving the
Scriptures, that the Masorites numbered not only the sections, but even the words and letters, that no
fraud or inadvertency might corrupt the least jota, of what they esteemed so sacred. If a word happened to
be altered in any copy, it was laid aside as useless, or given to a poor man to teach his children by, on
condition it was not brought into the synagogue. The prince was obliged to copy the original exempler of
the law, laid up in the sanctuary, with his own hand; and every Jew was to make it his constant discourse
and medi-tation, to teach it to his children, and wear part of it on his hands and forehead." * 

Under these circumstances, there can be no human writings or historic facts handed down to us from
antiquity, with half the evidence of their truth and certainty. Therefore, when our author asserted, "When
the church mythologists established their system, they collected all the writings they could find, and
managed them as they pleased," he must have known that he contradicted the clearest and most
unequivocal testimony, that ever was produced in support of any ancient books, yet known to the world. 



"The Jewish synagogues, in all countries, were numerous; wherever the apostles preached they found
them; they were established by the directions of the rabbins, in every place where there were ten persons
of full age and free condition. Accordingly the jealous care with which the Scriptures were preserved in
the tabernacle, and in the temple, was not more calculated 
__________
* Vol. i. 136-140. 
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to secure their integrity, than that reverence which afterwards displayed itself in the dispersed
synagogues, and in the churches consecrated to the Christian faith." * 

The language in which they were written, is a great evidence in their favour, as has been often ob-served
by the best authors. It is that of an ancient people, who had but little intercourse with any of their
neighbours; and even if they had, they generally spake languages similar to their own; of course, it was
not in so great danger of changing, as modern languages which are mingled together by so many political,
literary, and commercial relations. 

Yet some changes must have passed between Moses and Malachi, a space of many hundred years. The
Biblical Hebrew corresponds to this criterion. The style is too greatly diversified to have been the work
of one jew, or any set of cotemporary Jews. If false, there must have been a succession of impostors in
different ages, which is altogether inconceivable. The Hebrew language ceased to be spoken as a living
language, soon after the time of the captivity, and therefore it was impossible to forge any thing in it,
after it became a dead language. 

There was no Hebrew grammar till many ages after, and it is impossible to write in a dead language 
__________
* Grey's Key to the Old-Test. 13—16. 
There were three celebrated universities of Jews in the provinces of Babylon, viz. Nabordia, Pompeditha
and Seria, besides several other places famous for learning. Buxtorf's Tib. ch. vi. Lightfoot's Harm. 335. 
In Egypt, the Jews had a temple like that of Jerusalem, built by Onias, and continued 343 years, till the
reduction of Jerusalem by Titus. 
The Jews at that time, (says the Talmud) were double the number in Egypt, that they were when they left
it under Moses. Joseph Antiq. lib. xiv. 
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without a grammar. All the Jewish Scriptures must, on these principles, have been as old, at least, as the
Babylonish captivity, and as all could not have been written in the same age, some must have been more
ancient. The simplicity of their style; the delivery of the several narrations and precepts without
hesitation; the authority with which the writers instruct the people; are all circumstances peculiar to those
who have both a clear knowledge of what they deliver, and a perfect integrity of heart. These are
sentiments on this subject, collected in substance from the Treatise on Man, * but they are so forcible and
conclusive as to enitle them to the full consideration of every reasonable mind. ** 

How carefully and designedly does our author confound Jew and Christian, under the general name of
church mythologists. He had objected to the Christian revelation, the want of the testimony of the Jews,
"who were the only surviving witnesses of the original transactions relating to their religion:" and now,
sensible of the weight of Jewish testimony with regard to the Old-Testament, he keeps them out of sight,
and seems to suppose their origin to have been that of the church mythologists, whom he sets to voting 



__________
* Hartley's. 
** It deserves to be remarked, that impostors would probably never have ventured on the many and
fearful denunciations which the prophets make against the nation of Israel, for their disobedience to the
institutions of God. If they had not proceeded on the authority of a law already established and held
sacred among them, or on the clearest evidences of their own sacred character, would not the indignant
people have detected the imposture, rejected their prophetic mission, and spurned from them men whom
they would have considered only as insulting them by their re-proaches and threatenings, without the
sanction of Heaven? 
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which books of a collection made by them, should be the word of God. He may indeed have been so
unacquainted with ecclesiastical history, as to have supposed Jew and Christian to have been
cotemporary at their origin; or that they were the same church; but if so, he should have been the last
man, to have undertaken to write on the subject. 

No one at this day, not even our author, will deny that such a man as Moses did exist; or that he was the
great leader and head of the Jewish commonwealth, at their departure from Egypt to the land of Canaan. 

This great people have it among them, handed down from generation to generation, as an indisputable
fact, that this Moses was the author or writer of the pentateuch, which contains the first five books of the
Old-Testament, and is the foundation and sum of all the rest. 

If by this it is understood, that Moses himself wrote every word and letter, as now found in our Bible, it
is not what is asserted. Moses, by command of God, kept an exact register of all the public transactions, "
which was laid up before the Lord, under the tare of the priests and Levites; "and this was continued
throughout their generations, as appears from the whole tenor of their history. From this register, as the
great source of all their historical facts, their judges, prophets, kings and priests, were to make co-pies for
their instruction, to be read in their synagogues, and to be the rules of their conduct. * 
__________
* Mr. Hartley supposes the pentateuch consists of the writings of Moses, put together by Samuel with a
very few additions. Samuel also collected Joshua and Judges -- he wrote the book of Ruth, with the first
part of the 
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These copies were made out, generally, by the priests and scribes, who were of the Levites, and
sometimes by their prophets, as Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Ezra and Nehemiah, who had the chief hand in the
government of the people, and that in all ages of the Jewish commonwealth; and this being always done
by public authority, a few notes of explanation might have been added from time to time, no ways
interfering with the original text -- such as, "Now the man Moses was very meek above all the men upon
the face of the earth. -- And it remaineth there to this day. -- The place was called Eshcol, because of the
cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence. -- And again, the Canaanite was then
in the land;" together with the accounts of the deaths of Moses and Joshua at the end of the respective
books, and the like. But as these were always done under public authority, and by their holiest men, who
were prophets under divine inspiration, no injury was ever considered, as done to the integrity of these
books, especially as the original was a sacred deposit in the ark of the covenant. Indeed Maimonides, the
famous Jewish writer says, that Moses himself wrote out twelve copies of the law, with his own hand,
one for each tribe, besides that which was laid up in the side of the ark; and the rabbins teach, that every



Jew was obliged to have a copy of the pentateuch by him. * And Ezra and Nehemiah are said to have
brought 
__________
book of Samuel, The latter part, and the second book, were written by Nathan and Gad. Kings,
Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, were collected and written by Ezra and Nehemiah. Esther by some
eminent Jew, perhaps Mordecai. Job is uncertain, &c. 
* Maim. Prof in seder: Zeraim, fol. 3. Reas. of Christ. 176. 

[ 262 ]

three hundred copies of the law into the congregation assembled, at their return from captivity. * 

It was from this example, perhaps, that the practice among the eastern nations arose, of keeping public
registers of all important transactions. This is mentioned in 2d Esther, xxiii. when Mordecai had saved
the king's life: "It was written in the book of the Chronicles, before the king." And in the 6th chap. v. 1, it
is said, "That on that night could not the king sleep; and he commanded to bring the book of records of
the Chronicles, and they were read before the king." 

God expressly enjoined it upon Moses to keep records of what he had commanded him, in 17th Exod.
14th ver. when Amalek and his people were beaten, in the first battle that the Israelites had, after leaving 
__________
* Drav. de Trib. liv. iii. chap. i. Reas. of Christ. 176. 
There is now no doubt, that Ezra, upon his return from the captivity of Babylon, undertook the settlement
of the canon of the Old-Testament, by collecting the inspired books of their prophets into a body, and
revising and publishing them in one volume, as we have them at this day. That after he had finished it, he
had it approved by the grand sanhedrim of the Jewish nation, and published by their authority. Nehemiah,
their last (inspired) historian, and Malachi their last prophet, both cotemporaries with Ezra, assisted him
in forming this new edition of the Old-Testament. Ezra went further, and compared the several copies
then extant together, and corrected all the errors which had crept into them through the negligence or
mistakes of transcribers. He changed the old names of several places that were grown obsolete, and
instead of them inserted such new ones, as the people were better acquainted with. He filled up the
chasms of history, and added in several places, what appeared to be necessary for the illustration,
connection and completion of the whole. And lastly, be wrote every book in the Chaldee character, which
since the captivity, the people understood much better than the Hebrew. 1 Stack. Hist, of Bib. Introd. 11,
& c. 
Ezra was also a prophet and a scribe, ready in the law of Moses—the Jews looked upon him as another
Moses -- they call him the second-founder of the law. Lewis Antiq. Heb. lib. viii 
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Egypt. "And the Lord said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of
Joshua." So when Moses, with the Israelites, had encamped on Mount Horeb, and the law was given to
them, the ten commandments were written by God on two tables of stone, and put into the ark; hence it
was called the ark of the covenant -- the ark of testimony -- and which, together with the rest of the law



given at the same time, Moses was to teach the people throughout all their generations. This could not be
done, but by making them matter of record, from which copies might be taken, for the instruction of their
future generations. 

When Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, with the seventy elders, were ordered to go up to the mountain, Moses
left them at the foot of it, and went up alone to speak with the Lord: he returned with the words of the
Lord to the people: "then Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up early in the morning, and
builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel; and he took the
book of the covenant, and read it in the audience of the peo-ple." * And after he came down from the
mountain with all the commandments of the Lord, and the second pair of tables of stone, he was again
commanded to write what he had received -- "And the Lord said unto Moses, write thou these words, for
after the tenor of these words, I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel." ** And afterwards it is
said, "And Moses wrote the law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, who bear the ark of the
covenant of 
__________
* 24th Exod. 4-7. 
** 34th Exod. 27. 
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the Lord, and unto all the elders of Israel." * When Moses recapitulates the several journies of the people
in their presence, he says, "That he wrote their goings out according to their journeys, by the
commandment of the Lord." ** 

Moses not only wrote the book of the law, and put it into the side of the ark, while the two tables of stone
were put into the ark itself, but he also "commanded the priests, and all the elders of Israel, saying, at the
end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the year of release in the feast of tabernacles, when all Israel
is come to appear before the Lord thy God, in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law
before all Israel, in their hearing -- gather the people together, men, women and children, and the stranger
that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn and fear the Lord your God, and
observe to do all the words of this law." *** Here is every mark of honest integrity that could have been
expected, and every mode of preserving this book unadulterated, that publicity could have suggested --
and what renders imposition less possible, was the command to "study this book constantly -- to bind it
for a sign upon their hands, and frontlets between their eyes; to teach it to their children, speaking of it
when they sat in the house, and when they walked by the way, and when they lay down, and when they
rose up -- to write it upon the door posts of their houses, and upon their gates." **** 

In describing the acts and duties of a king, when the people should thereafter desire one, it is ordered, 
__________
* 31st Deut. 9.
** 23d Numb. 2. 
*** 31st Deut. 10-13.
**** 11th Deut. 18-20. 
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"That when he shall sit upon the throne of his king-dom, he shall write a Copy of this law, in a book, out
of that which is before the priests and Levites, and it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the
days of his life." * So necessary was the knowledge of the law to good government, that it was not only
to be kept with religious care by the principal officers of the government, and read in the ears of the



people; but it was essentially necessary that it should be of easy access to the people at large, that they
might know and understand it -- copying a sufficient number for three millions of people, being not an
easy task. Therefore God commanded, that, when the congregation should pass over Jordan, where they
were to inherit the land and become a great nation; and of course many must live at a great distance from
the tabernacle, where the book of the law was kept, end read to the people every Sabbath day, "they
should set up great stones, and plaster them with plaster; and should write upon the stones, all the words
of this law, very plain." ** And afterwards it is commanded, "When all Israel is come to appear before
the Lord thy God, in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read the law before all Israel, in their
hearing;" and again he is commanded to write his song and teach it to the people, which he accordingly
did. *** 

We read throughout the Old-Testament, in almost every period of the the Jewish state, "of the law of the
book of Moses -- the law of the Lord -- the book of the covenant -- the book of the Chronicles of the 
__________
* 17th Deut. 18—19.
** 27th Deut. 2—8. 
*** 31st Deut. ver. 11—19—22. 
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kings of Israel -- the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah -- the book of the Acts of
Solomon -- the Chronicles of king David -- the book of Samuel the Seer -- the book of Shemaiah, the
pro-phet;" and many others. 

It is expressly recorded in Joshua, that he built an altar, and performed the directions and commandments
as written in the book of the law of Moses, after his passing over Jordan, and taking the cities of Jericho
and Ai, by writing on the plastered stones, "A copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence
of all the people." And when the elders, and officers, and judges, with the people, were placed half over
against Mount Gerizim, and half over against Mount Ebal, as had been commanded; "Jo-shua read all the
words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law;
there was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of
Israel." * And just before Joshua's death, he made a covenant with the people, "and Joshua wrote these
words in the book of the law of God." ** This was all done immediately after the death of Moses, while
the whole congregation were complete witnesses of all the transactions related to them. 

In a word, we find Moses commanded by the Lord, to write the law and the commandments, with the
go-ings out of the people, and indeed all the public transactions, in a book. We find him actually
executing this commandment, for it is written, " And it 
__________
* 8th Josh. 30. 
** 24th Josh. 26. 
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came to pass, when Moses made an end of writing the words of this law in a book until they were
finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, which bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, take
this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be
there for a witness against thee." * 



In the time of his successor, we find him reading it publickly to all the congregation. Throughout the
administration of the judges and reigns of their kings, we find it kept in the temple, while copies are in
every principal man's hands, and referred to on every occasion, and usually read in the ears of all the
people, from day to day. 

The judgments of God are constantly said to be inflicted on the nation for not walking after the law of the
Lord, as given by Moses the servant of the Lord. In the reign of king Josiah, only 600 years before the
Christian sera, the book of the law was found in the house of the Lord, and he read all the words of it to
the people. ** This is repeated in the times of Ezra and Nehemiah. *** 

David appointed certain of the Levites "to minister before the ark of the Lord, and to record, and to
thank, and to praise the Lord God of Israel." **** 

"Josephus asserts, that from the death of Moses to the reign of Artaxerxes, the prophets, who succeeded
that legislator, wrote the transactions of their own times. This assertion is confirmed by the sacred writers
who mention the names of many prophets, as 
__________
* 31st Deut. 24. 
** Kings, chap. xxiii. 2. 
*** Jerem. chap. viii. 8. 
**** 1st Chron. chap. xvi. 4. 
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having recorded the affairs of the Jewish nations." * It is therefore very probable, that the book of the
law, in Moses hand-writing, was preserved, till the return of the captivity from Babylon, besides the
copies that were preserved by Daniel, Nehemiah, Ezra, Zechariah, and the other prophets, whose
inspiration,ability, and known integrity, have always been confidently trusted in by the Jewish nation. 

In fine, the Jews as a people universally acknowledge the fact, that Moses was the writer of the
pentateuch, and that from his day to the present time -- their fasts, feasts, and all their religious services,
as well as their ancient and modern historians, all agree, without a dissenting voice, in this account of
their sacred books. Eben Ezra is said to be a single exception -- he lived in the twelfth century, and
supposed that the pentateuch, as now in our Bible, was written about the time of the Kings, but he always
acknowledged their authenticity and divine authority, and that they contained faithful accounts of the
transactions of Moses. 

This people, at the time when Moses brought them out of Egypt, consisted of near three millions of souls.
He writes his history, for this very people, from time to time, as the facts happen. In one instance, it is
said that he wrote it the next day. We find him reading his works to the people, as the commandments of
the Lord, immediately after the events, when they must have been fresh in every man's memory. His
audience were those who accompanied him out of Egypt, and he relates the several extraordinary 
__________
* An attempt to a version of 12 Minn. Proph. 5 of preface. 

[ 269 ]

and miraculous occurrences, as happening in their presence, and before their eyes. Facts, for the truth of
which, not a few special witnesses chosen for the purpose, but the whole congregation were vouchers,
and vouchers the most authentic, having themselves, either as actors or spectators, been partakers in



them. "The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. -- The Lord made not this covenant with our
fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day. -- The Lord talked with you, face to
face, in the mount, out of the midst of the fire, I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to show you
the word of the Lord; for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount." * And
again, "And know ye this day; for I speak not with your children, which have not known, and which have
not seen the chastisement of the Lord your God -- his greatness -- his mighty hand, and his stretched out
arm, and his miracles and his acts which he did in Egypt unto Pharaoh the king, and unto all his land, &c.
&c. But your eyes have seen all the great acts of the Lord which he did." ** Here could be no possible
means of deception, neither could any valuable end be answered by it. These great miracles were done
be-fore the whole congregation -- every individual passed through the Red Sea -- every individual saw
the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. So many thousands could not have been slain for
their disobedience, and so many thousands cured by looking to the brazen serpent, without the knowledge
of the whole congregation. Their clothes not wearing 
__________
* 5th Deut. 2-6. 
** 11th Deut. 2-7. 
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out, and their shoes continuing for forty years, must have been facts, in which they could not have been
deceived, and which Moses dared not to have asserted, if they had not been known to be true, by the
whole people. The manna * from heaven, and the quails that served them for meat, were in their own
nature facts of public notoriety, "equal to the ascending of a balloon, or the sun at noon-day" and of
which every common man was an adequate judge; and it was impossible to have deceived such a body of
men for the space of forty years together. Could the chief priests and scribes for several hundred years
have been deceived, respecting some of the manna of the wilderness in their keeping, and laid up in the
tabernacle as a standing memorial to future generations of the wonderful works of the Loud in their
favour? 

The supplying of three millions of people in a wilderness, surrounded by the most savage and inveterate
foes; was a task not in the power of mortal man, in Moses's circumstances, without divine and
supernatural aid: yet all will allow, that the Israelites did migrate from Egypt to Canaan, and did
overcome the inhabitants of the land. 

Let our adversaries seriously consider the difficulty modern governments experience in supplying a few
thousand men with food and cloathing,in a most plentiful 
__________
* This was not such manna as we are now acquainted with, and if only used in medicine -- but it was like
a very small round grain, fit for nourishment, and so hard as to be ground in mills or beaten in a mortar --
Numb. 9 and 8. Yet it was melted by the sun, bred worms, and stunk if kept over night, except the night
before the Sabbath, on which day it never fell at all -- yet, when to be preserved as a standing memorial
of the divine mission of their leader, and the supernatural origin of their whole system of government, to
the conviction of future generations, it was durable as marble. 
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country,with the advantage of money and friends; and then say what must have been Moses's fate, with
his numerous hosts, suddenly fleeing from a tyrant, through an inhospitable wilderness, surrounded with
warlike and implacable enemies, if he had depended alone on human exertions. Had Moses been a mere
adventurer, would he have travelled through the wilderness, by so circuitous a route, morally certain of



being starved to death, and thereby risqued his own life and character, as well as the lives of his people,
for no apparent end; or would he not have taken the shortest way possible, to a land that flowed with milk
and honey, and desperately invaded the nations of Canaan, as he did after forty years wandering in a
wilderness? Would any man deserving the character of being the general of so great an army, and who
had designed an imposition on his people, ever jealous and given to insurrection, have told them soon
after their entering the wilderness, in order to take the shortest route to the elysium of their hopes, "that
only two of them by name, should ever enter into that happy land, which he had so often assured them
was specially designed by heaven for them; but that for their spirit of insurrection against him their
leader, they should wander about and perish in that dismal wilderness during a march of forty years,"
when the promised land was less than the distance of one month's march by the shortest way. 

Could the mountains of Horeb have appeared on fire for forty days, and the people not have been
sensible of the fact? Or could they have borne with any degree of patience, to have heard Moses, from
time to 
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time, appealing to their personal knowledge, in proof of these miraculous transactions, and upbraiding
them with acting contrary to the convictions that these supernatural acts of their God should naturally
produce; and threatening them with the divine vengeance for their unfaithfulness, if they had not been
convinced by their own consciences, that they were strictly true. "And all the people saw the thunder ings
and lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they
removed and stood a far off; and they said unto Moses, speak thou with us, and we will hear; but let not
God speak with us, lest we die" * 

Was it possible for the people to have been imposed upon, when they were told of the cloud that covered
them by day, and the fire that led them by night. "The cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day,
and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeyings" **
"Whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle remaining
thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not; but when it was taken up, they
journeyed." *** Can it be imagined that this great people were deceived, when they were told that they
finally succeeded according to the divine predictions, in conquering the kingdoms of Canaan, driving out
the inhabitants before them, passing over Jordan dry shod, and possessing a land flowing with milk and
honey; and this all foretold to their great ancestor, hundreds of years before. __________
* 20th Exod. 18—19. 
** 40th Exod. 38. 
*** 9th Numb. 22. 
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If then the whole nation of the Jews, without exception, from their first founder to this day, received the
pentateuch as written by Moses -- if they have preserved it with the greatest care -- if all the neighbouring
nations surrounding Judea, have for the same length of time, assented to this fact, and indeed confirmed
it by their conduct, as for instance, Ptolemaeus Philadelphus, king of Egypt, sending to Jerusalem, at a
great expense, for a commission of seventy of their elders to interpret this important book into the Greek
language. If all the other books of the Old-Testament have been written by the greatest and best men of
this nation, apparently under divine inspiration, as is now more fully proved by the truth of their
prophetical declarations, and all in a supernatural conformity with the books of Moses. If public and
religious fasts and feasts, with other rites, have been established in commemoration of the leading facts
of this history from the earliest times to the present day; then let me ask in what light must our author be



viewed by the judicious reader -- or who is he, and from what source has he drawn his extraordinary
knowledge, that he should at this day, more than three thousand years since the times of Moses, deny the
fact admitted by all nations acquainted with the Jewish history, that the pentateuch was written by him,
and published as the commandments and word of God, and that without offering any reasons, but such as
have been often substantially and conclusively answered and confuted? 

At this time of day, it would have been sufficient to have held up the difficulties attending the language
in which the Old-Testament was written, as well as 
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our ignorance of the particular manners, habits and customs of so ancient a people, as answers to those
puerile objections brought by our author; but learned men, both of Jews and Chriftians, have
condescended to enter into the merits of the weakest objections of infidel writers, and fully obviated
every difficulty. Yet our author, with great self-sufficiency, and without pretending to be able to read the
original, so as to have any knowledge of the peculiar situation of the nation at the time of this history,
most arrogantly pronounces, "That we have no other external evidence or authority for believing those
books to be the word of God, than the vote of the church mythologists" A very modern Jewish author, of
good credit, has observed, that "Moses has been the acknowledged author of the pentateuch, (and his
laws observed accord-ingly) from Moses to Joshua -- from him to the time of the Judges -- to David and
Solomon, and during the existence of the first temple. By those Jews carried captive to Babylon -- by
those who returned from thence with Ezra; and by those who staid behind in Chaldea, Assyria, and other
eastern provinces -- by the Jews who have resided from time immemorial in Cochin, and have had no
intercourse with any other Jews, till the Dutch went there for trade (within two centuries). By the Jews of
Spain, who were carried captive there at the destruction of the first and second temples, and dispersed
over the globe. By Josephus -- by the compilers of the Mishna and the Talmud -- by that great luminary,
Maimonides, who lived in the eleventh century, and who drew up the articles of the Jewish faith; the first
of which is on the great degree of the prophecy of Moses; the eighth on the belief that 
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the law is from God; i. e. we are to believe all the law which we now have, is the very same law given to
Moses, and that be received it all from the mouth of God; the historical part as well as the preceptive; and
therefore he is called in Hebrew, a scribe, because he acted as one, who wrote from the mouth of another;
for which reason we seldom or ever find him speaking in his own person, but as one who is copying from
a book, or from what another is rehearsing to him."* To this regular chain of testimony, may be added,
that of the Samaritans and Karaites, who were early taught the Jewish religion by priests sent to them by
the Affyrian king, for that purpose. 

Dr. Priestley says, " There can be no doubt but that the canon of the Old-Testament, was the same in the
time of our Saviour, as it is now; nor could it have been corrupted materially after the return of the Jews
from the Babylonish captivity, on account of the sect of the Samaritans, which took its rise about that
time; for these people professed the same regard to the sacred books with the Jews themselves, and were
always at variance with them about the interpretation of the Scriptures. The Samaritan copy of the
pen-tateuch is now in our hands, and excepting some numbers, in which the different copies and
transla-tions of all ancient writings are peculiarly subject to vary, and a single text in which Mount
Gerizim and Mount Ebal are interchanged, it is the very same with the Jewish copy. Not long after this,
the books of the Old-Testament, beginning with the pentateuch, were translated into Greek, and dispersed
by means of the Jews, into almost every part of the known world. 



* Levi's Answer to Paine. 

[ 276 ]

If we go farther back into the Jewish history, we shall be unable to pitch upon any time, in which any
material change in the sacred books could have been attempted with the leaft prospect of success. It was
one of the most earnest instructions of Moses himself, that the book of the law, a copy of which was
lodged in the ark, should be the subject of constant reading and meditation in every Israelitish family; and
it was expressly appointed that it should be read publickly every seven years, at the feast of tabernacles ;
and the Levites who were dispersed through all the twelve tribes, were particularly appointed to study
and ex-plain it to the rest of the nation; and notwithstanding the times of defection and idolatry, they
were never entirely without prophets, and even many thousands of others, who continued firm in the
worship of the true God, and therefore must have retained their re-gard to the sacred books of the law. On
the whole, the Jews have, no doubt, acted the part of most faithful, and ever scrupulous guardians of their
sacred books, for the use of all the world in the times of Christianity. After the last of the prophets,
Malachi, they ad-mitted no more books into their canon, so as to permit them to be read in their
synagogues, though they were written by the most eminent men in their nation; it being a maxim with
them, that no book could be entitled to a place in the canon of Scriptures, unless it was written by a
prophet, or a person who had communication with God. That the Scriptures of the Old-Testament have
not been materially corrupted by the Jews since the promulgation of Christianity, is evident from the 
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many prophecies still remaining in their Scriptures, concerning the humiliation and sufferings of the
Mes-siah, in which the Christians always triumphed, when they disputed with the Jews."* Our author
proceeds to examine the internal evi-dence contained in the books themselves; though he has made it
pretty clear, that he is as totally un-acquainted with their spirit and meaning, as the abori-gines of
North-America—but here, as if at a loss how to begin, he starts off from his subject, to give us his ideas
of revelation, that he may apply them to the books in question. He says, " Revelation is a communication
of something which the person, to whom that thing is revealed, did not know before. For if I have done a
thing, or seen it done, it needs no revelation to tell me I have done it, or seen it, nor to enable me to tell it
or to write it—revelation therefore cannot be applied to any thing done upon earth, of which man is of
him-self the actor or the witness." This definition is ex-actly characteristic of our author—suffer him to
ftate positions at his pleasure, and consider them as proved principles or axioms, and put implicit faith in
his con-clusions, and he is able to prove any thing, however absurd, that will suit his purpose. The true
idea of revelation, in the scriptural sense, which is the subject of consideration, is, God's mak-ing known
himself and his will to mankind, in a special manner, besides what he has made known by the light of
nature or reason, from his works of crea-tion and providence. Now this may be done expressly * Instit. of
Nat. and Rev Relig. 297 
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and positively by an immediate divine communica-tion; or it may be done by a history of God's dealings
with any people, nation, or sect of men, whom he chooses to set forth as a pattern or example to the rest
of mankind; attended with rational evidence of God's being the immediate author of such revelation. As
has before been hinted, when Adam first awoke into existence, and beheld " the fair creation" around
him, is it supposable that he would have been able, from the powers of his reasoning faculties, to have
discovered his various relative duties, without any su-pernatural communications. He must have been
con-founded by the sight of every thing around him, being totally ignorant of their nature, properties,
uses and qualities. He must have remained ignorant of even the necessities of his nature, and of the



common mode of supplying them for a long time, till experi-ence had taught him—every beast of the
field must have alarmed him, and every tree of the forest put him in fear—the storm and the tempest must
have terrified him with the expectation of immediate dissolution, and the thunder and lightning must have
petrified him with horror. A divine communication therefore be-came absolutely and essentially
necessary to him; as necessary as his existence, by which alone it could have been supported. Even our
author admits (page 8) the power of the Almighty, to make such communication if he pleased. If then it
should thus please him, and he should do it, attended with sufficient evidence to convince the human
mind of its being from him, and it should be of such a nature as to relate to the whole human 
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race, then I presume he will not deny, but acknow-ledge, that every man is obliged, by the laws of his
nature, to obey the divine mandate. This then closes the circle, and brings the dispute back to its true
prin-ciple. Has God given this evidence to mankind, or has he not ? We presume, without assuming too
much, that this has fully appeared, so as to convince every honest man. It can hardly be imagined, that,
when God had thought proper in his infinite goodness, to make man a rational and immortal being, on
purpose to know, love and adore him, and to receive the first spring of all his happiness from the
contemplation of his being, at-tributes and works, that he should then have left him, in his present state of
frailty, weakness and igno-rance, to the mere light of nature, which the experi-ence of almost six
thousand years has shown to be wholly insufficient, to keep men even from destroying each other;
without affording any other visible tokens of his presence, or communicating any further know-ledge of
himself, than might be drawn from ignorant reflections on the stupendous works of creation. Had this
been the case, man in his best estate would have been left imperfect indeed; and as a most excellent
writer has observed, before me, " without such divine revelation, the case would have been with him, as
with one that is born blind; who, whatever other evidence he may have of the being of a God, wants the
most convincing of all, that is, the wonders of an Almighty power, and incomprehensible wisdom,
conspicuous in the frame of nature, and the visible parts of the creation. Thus in like manner, to
what-ever such sense men, who have only reason for their 
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guide, may attain of the mercy and goodness of God; whatever they may observe in the course of his
pro-vidence to confirm them in the belief of it; whatever hopes they may entertain of it from a general
notion of the divine nature; whatever desire they may have of it, from a sense of their own misery; yet
they want that evidence of it, which alone can satisfy and com-pose their doubtful and distracted minds,
and that is, certainty ; or, which is the same thing, revelation ; by which, and nothing less, that certainty is
to be ob-tained." Without some aid of this kind, and under a full view of the prevalence of natural and
moral evil in the world, who could determine whether this world is under the immediate government of
the Supreme Be-ing, or not ? Or whether man shall exist after this life ? It is divine revelation alone that
hath brought life and immortality to light, with certainty and de-monstration. Were not four thousand
years of trial, sufficient to convince even infidelity itself? If you look to the people at large, or the
common herd of mankind, you behold them sunk in error and superstition—given up to the most
irrational and brutal conduct.* If you have recourse to the higher ranks of life, let the most learned and
sagacious philosophers of antiquity answer for themselves. * " We have already seen, how various, how
loose, and how uncer-tain were the religious sentiments of Polytheists. They were abandoned almost
without controul to the natural workings of a superstitious fancy. The accidental circumstances of their
life and situation, determined the object as well as the degree of their devotion ; and as long as their
adora-tion was successively prostituted to a thousand Deities, it was scarcely possible that their hearts
could be susceptible of a very sincere or lively passion for any of them." Gibb. vol. ii. 355. 
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Cicero, famous throughout the learned world for his inquiries after truth and investigations into his own
na-ture, moral faculties,and future expectations, gives us the sum of all their knowledge, that could be
acquired without revelation. In his Tusculan Questions, lib. i. he assures us, when speaking of the soul, "
That whether it was mortal or immortal, God only knew." And in the same work, " he devoutly wishes
that the immortality of the soul could be proved to him." So that with all his knowledge, and after all his
re-searches, he was not able to determine a fact, on which the whole happiness of the rational creature for
time and eternity, must depend. It was this uncer-tainty about divine things, that led him " to allow men
to continue in the idolatry of their ancestors, and to conform themselves to the religion of their coun-try,
in offering such sacrifices to different Gods, as were by law established."* And again, in his Treatise of
the nature of the Gods, he says, " As many things in philosophy are not sufficiently clear, so the question
concerning the nature of the Gods, which is in itself the most interest-ing and necessary for the regulation
of religion, is at-tended with peculiar difficulty. And so various and discordant are the opinions of the
most learned, on tins subject, that it affords a good argument for the acade-mies, to withhold their assent
to propositions that are uncertain, and to maintain that ignorance is the foundation of philosophy"

" with respect to the question, the greater part held, what is most probable, viz. that there are
Gods, But Protagoras doubted of * Cicero de Leg. lib. ii. n n 
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it, and Diagoras of Melos, and Theodoras of Cyrene, held that there are none: and of those that supposed
there are Gods, their opinions are so various, that it is difficult to enumerate them." Plutarch, in speaking
of superstition, in his tract oft that subject, says, " Men were not at first made athe-ists, by any fault they
found in the Heavens, or stars, or seasons of the year, or in those revolutions or mo-tions of the sun about
the earth, that make the day and night; nor yet by observing any mistake or dis-order, either in the
breeding of animals, or in the pro-duction of fruits. No; it was the uncouth actions and senseless passions
of superstition, her canting words, her foolish gestures, "her charms, her magick, her freakish
processions, her tabourings, her foul expia-tions, her vile methods of purgation, and her barba-rous and
inhuman penances and bemirings at the tem-ples. It was these, I say, that gave occasion to many to affirm
it would be far happier, if there were no Gods at all, than such as are pleased with such fantastical toys;
who thus abuse their votaries, and are incensed and pacified with trifles." Gibbon, speaking of some of
the most able of the heathen philosophers, having, from the nature of the soul, deduced an argument of its
immortality, and also its past eternity, says, " A doctrine thus removed beyond the senses and the
experience of mankind, mightserve to amuse the leisure of a philosophic mind; or in the silence of
solitude, it might sometimes im-part a ray of comfort to desponding virtue, but the feint impression which
had been received in the schools, was soon obliterated by the commerce and business of active life. We
are sufficiently acquaint- 
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ed with the eminent persons who flourished in the age of Cicero and of the first Caesars; with their
actions, their characters, and their motives, to be assured that their conduct in this life was never
regulated by any serious conviction of the rewards or punishments of a future state. At the bar and in the
senate of Rome, the ablest orators were not apprehensive of giving of-fence to their hearers, by exposing
that doctrine as an idle and extravagant opinion, which was rejected with contempt by every man of a
liberal education and understanding."* Examine the laws of Lycurgus, so famous throughout the heathen
world. Did he not establish, in some measure, a community of wives, or some-thing very much like it.
His practice of obliging the youth of both sexes to exercise in the most active and violent games,
undressed and in a state of nature, without regard to the natural modesty of the sex, and against every



principle of even natural religion, is a reproach to human nature. The best of the heathen sages knew
nothing of the love of God to man—of his grace to repenting sinners, and the divine aid yielded to him
for his at-taining to and persevering in virtue and holiness of life—God's hatred to sin, and the absolute
necessity of holiness and purity of heart, to those who are to become heirs of a happy immortality, were
doctrines wholly unknown to the learned heathen—although they had some confused notion of a future
state, yet it was such as consisted merely in a vain imagination concerning shades and spectres; the
resurrection of 
* Vid. Cicero pro Cluent. ch. 61.—2d Gibb. 296. 
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the body never once entered their thoughts. It was reserved for revelation alone to make known the great
things of another and better world, as well as to ex-plain the otherwise difficult enigma of this. The great
apostle Paul takes notice of the insuffi-ciency of human wisdom, when he says, " For after that, (or since)
in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish-ness (or
simplicity) of preaching, to save them who believe."* Our author will, I doubt not, readily hearken to Mr.
Gibbon, whom we have already quoted, as a wit-ness not suspected of an unfair bias towards revela-tion.
Speaking of the decline of the Pagan religion, about the fourth century, he says, " Some Deities of a more
recent and fashionable cast might soon have occupied the deserted temples of Jupiter and Apollo, if in
the decisive moment the wisdom of Providence had not interposed a genuine revelation, fitted to in-spire
the most rational esteem and conviction, whilst at the same time it was adorned with all that could at-tract
the curiosity, the wonder, and the veneration of the people. " t Let our author himself become a witness
of the in-sufficiency of the revelation he speaks of, and confines himself to " He has seen the fair
creation—a world furnished to our hands, that cost us nothing. He has seen the sun that is lighted up by
the power of the Creator, and he has been blessed by the rain poured down by the same Almighty hand"
What, let me ask him, have been the returns he has made to the 
• 1st Cor. chap. i. 21. t Gibb. 2d Vol. 375. 
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great author of these mercies; or how have his gross feelings been exercised towards his beneficent
Crea-tor ? Has a life of forgetfulness of God, immorality of conduct, an abuse of the mercies of God, and
a dis-regard to laws human and divine, discovered that all this mighty light of nature, has led him in
gratitude and admiration to adore and love the great First Cause of all his mercies?—Let him put his
hand on his heart, and answer as in the presence of God for him-self. But if we turn from a few
individuals, of professed learning and deep investigation, to the people at large of every nation and
language in the heathen world, who enjoyed all the benefits and advantages of our au-thor's word of God
in the creation, and to whom he asserts, " The way to God was equally open," what opinion can we form
of their morals from their prac-tices? Do we not find them encouraging a spirit of
re-venge—commending suicide as a virtue—recom-mending fornication as a proper remedy against a
greater evil—asserting the expediency of men having their wives in common—teaching the lawfulness of
unnatural incest and lust. The Cynics laying aside all natural restraints of shame and modesty—the Stoics
encouraging the most filthy and obscene lan-guage, so that their own philosophers could not help
observing, " That the most notorious vices were screened under the name of philosophy; and that they did
not labour to maintain the characters of philoso-phers by virtue and study, but concealed very vicious
lives under an austere look, and an habit different from the rest of the world." * 
* Quintil. Just. lib. i. pref. 
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Consonant to this is the representation in the 14th chap. Wisdom of Solomon, 23d ver. and onwards— "
For while they slew their children in sacrifices, or used secret ceremonies, or made revellings of strange
rites they kept neither lives, nor marriages unde- filed any longer; but either one slew another
traiter-ously, or grieved him by adultery. So that there reigned in all men without exception, blood,
man-slaughter, theft, dissimulation, corruption, unfaithful-ness, tumults, perjury, disquieting of good
men, for-getfulness of good turns, defiling of souls, changing of kind (or sex), disorder in marriages,
adultery and shameless uncleanness. For the worshipping of idols (not to be named) is the beginning, the
cause, and the end of all evil." And Dr. Priestly justly observes, " Without revelation the degree of reason
that God has thought proper to give to man, is so far from being sufficient for his moral instruction, that
the most intelligent of the heathens, those who thought and reflected the most, as we may judge by their
refinement in metaphysics, mythology and theology, as the Egyptians, Greeks, and Hindoos, have erred
the most widely, having given into more absurd superstitions, than the most stupid of mankind."* But let
us attend to the character of Moses, the writer of these books, as it is acknowledged that a revelation said
to come from God, is a mark of favour and respect to the persons who are made the instru-ments of
communication. Such revelation should be supported—by the personal conduct of the 
* Priestley's Corrupt. 272. 


