
AGE OF REVELATION, &c.

"Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes,
"Were fountains flowing, like the liquid skies;
"Then would I give the mighty flood release,

"And weep a deluge for the human race."
                  PAINE.

"HEAR O heavens! and give ear O earth! for the Lord hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me," was the pathetic and affecting language of the elegant and
truly evangelical prophet. Isaiah, when addressing an highly favoured, though obstinate and sinful nation
-- "a people loaded with iniquity -- a seed of evil doers -- children who were corrupted." 

And can there be a more pertinent address, in any other form of words, put into the English language,
which would better suit an introduction to a review of a late work, made famous, from no other cause, but
having been written by the author of Common Sense, and which is absurdly entitled "The Age of
Reason." 

There is no intrinsic merit in this work, which might entitle it to an answer; and it would undoubtedly
have been consigned to perpetual oblivion, with 

[ 26 ]

a thousand other profane and impious performances, had it not been from a conviction, that many young
and uninformed people, wholly unacquainted with the genuine principles of our holy religion, and the
subtle and dishonest practices of her apostate adversaries, had with avidity engaged in reading it. From
the reputation the author had gamed, by his former political writings, in this country; writings, which,
from local circumstances, and the state of men's minds at the moment of an important revolution, gave
celebrity to their author, the production before us has met with a more general approbation, than could
otherwise have been expected.* 

It is in this manner, that these inefficient fragments of the writings of the last century, repeated by the late
king of Prussia, Voltaire, and others, now new vamped up, with the aid of ridicule, under the title of "The
Age of Reason," and this addition, " By the Author of Common Sense," though so often fully answered
by learned men, are again introduced into the world, as new matter, in hopes of deceiving the ignorant
and unwary, by the influence of a name. 

It is no new thing, for the enemies of truth and godliness, thus to descend to the meatiest arts, in order 
__________
* " The general opinion (speaking of the influence that entitled "Common Sense," had among certain
classes of the people), and the unanimous testimony of all the known writers upon American affairs,
leave scarce room for a doubt of the fact, though for the honour of the Americans, I would most willingly
call it in question. -- Thomas Paine's " Common Sense," is a pamphlet just at comtemptible almost
throughout, just as remote from sound human, sense, as all the others, by which, in later times, he has
made himself a name," -- Gentz's Origin and Princip. 56. The great effect which this pamphlet had on the
revolution, (and a was certainly great) arose from its being written at the moment when the public mind
was in a great alarm, and totally at a loss how to determine. 
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to accomplish the horrid purpose of ruining the of men. 

As to the serious and devout Christian, who has the transforming power of the religion of Jesus Christ,
and has experienced the internal and convincing evidence of the truth of the Divine Scriptures, the
treatise referred to, will rather have a tendency to increase his faith, and inflame his fervent zeal in his
master's cause, while he beholds this vain attempt, to ridicule and set at nought, the great objects of his
hope and joy, by one who plainly discovers a total ignorance of every principle of true Christianity, as
revealed in the Scriptures. 

The vanity and confidence often produced by an appearance of superior knowledge and laborious
investigation, will sometimes lead even wise men, undesignedly, into a supercilious and dogmatical mode
of argumentation, on subjects, which they persuade themselves they fully comprehend: hence some
apology may be made for their errors; and even the faulty manner of managing the argument may be
forgiven. But, as to the performance before us, the author has proved himself to be totally ignorant of the
subject he has undertaken to elucidate, not only as to the intrinsic merit of the question, but also the ideas
and terms, which its advocates have been known always to hold up and use, as expressive of their sense
and meaning of it. He has undertaken to explain, what he does not appear to have endeavoured, by proper
investigation and consideration, to understand; and at the same time he has reviled and abused a subject
of serious and solemn importance, in the estimation 
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of many of the most learned and best men, that ever lived. 

This shews not only a wicked and perverse temper of mind, but a degree of forward and indecorous
pertinacity, that ought not to be countenanced by any lover of mankind. 

Argumentative investigation is one thing; but ignorant declamation and ridicule is another. 

The miraculous facts of revelation, one might suppose, would have led every serious mind to be-lieve,
that human wisdom could not have devised the plan of the Gospel; and that the prudent and cautious
mind, however darkened by the doubts and objections of men of the world, would at least have waited
with some degree of patience, till the understanding should be farther opened, by the fulfilment, or
failure, of the facts foretold, as taking place before, and preparatory to, the second coming of Christ. That
awful and im-portant period is approaching. The express declarations of Omniscience, as contended by
the friends of prophecy, are fast fulfilling. In the mean time, as has been observed by an able writer, "let
critics and learned men of all kinds, have full liberty to examine the sacred books, and let us be sparing in
our censures of each other -- let us judge nothing (rashly) before the time, until the Lord come, and then
shall every man have praise of God. Sobriety of mind, humility and piety, are requisite in the pursuit of
knowledge of every kind, and much more in that which is sacred."* But this rational principle, ought not
to lead us to 
__________
* Hartley. 
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countenance any person in abusing sacred things, and misrepresenting important facts, whereby the
ignorant may be deceived, and the searchers after truth be led out of the way. However, it may justify
critical examination and free inquiry, it cannot support the vicious mind in reviling serious things,
ridiculing as visionary, facts and principles established by the experience of ages, or palming on us
dogmatical assertions for serious truths. 

To enter into a minute and candid disquisition of any and every subject, which interests the welfare of
our fellow men, as rational and accountable creatures, and that with boldness and decency, is the part of a
noble mind; but to treat those things as jests and fables of children, which, in the contemplation of his
opponents, are considered as involving infinite and eternal consequences, is inexcusable, and will admit
of no palliation. 

If the most important communication should be made to an unlettered Englishman, in the Greek
language, it would not be thought harsh to say, that he did not understand it, though he had been in the
habit: of hearing Greek spoken ever so long; and an attempt by him to explain the communication,
without having endeavoured to learn the language, would be thought little short of idiotism. Why then
should a man be countenanced by the public attention, in his animad-versions on any subject of which it
does not appear, that he has ever entertained one just idea; not even of the language of its authors ? How
comes it to pass, that in every other science, except that of religion, it is necessary to become a learner,
before it is expected to be understood. Principles, axioms, and definitions, 
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must be settled and established, before men will form conclusions, or adopt decided sentiments on
important subjects of civil or moral obligation: but, as to revealed religion, every vain sophist and
pretender, not only undertakes to give an opinion on its all interesting doctrines, bat even dogmatically to
deny and contemn its essential, well attested facts and historical occurences, which have stood the test of
the severest and most critical examination. At the same time, these pretenders to knowledge, have never
given themselves the trouble of inquiring into the A. B. C of religion, the alphabet of the Divine
Scriptures. 

What is there in the nature of revealed religion, when compared with other sciences, and the present
degraded state of human nature, that a man should comprehend all its great and important truths, without
labour and investigation, whilst most subjects, even of human knowledge, are not to be obtained but by
industrious application, with all the aids of learning and experiment? 

It is my present design then, to make a few ob-servations on the work before us, in a manner that may
serve as a trial of its merits by the rules of common sense, and to this the author ought not to have any
reasonable objection, as all his pretensions to celebrity are founded on the assumption of that title.* 

In doing this, I shall confine myself to a few essen-tial facts of the Gospel, on which all the rest depend,
and which are denied and ridiculed in this pamphlet. I shall examine the arguments attempted therein, (if 
__________
* Referring to a well known publication of his, previons to the decia-ration of our independence, entitled,
"Common Sense." 
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any of them can deserve so respectable a name) independent of the artful language in which they are
dressed; and endeavour to expose the falsehoods made use of to give a sanction to impious and delusive
sophistry. 

The object being to convey rational and honest information, on a subject all-important to the everlasting
interests of my fellow-men, and not personal fame or reputation -- to guard the young and uninformed
from the dangerous vortex of infidelity, I shall feel myself at perfect liberty, in the prosecution of this
design, to draw knowledge from every source -- to borrow from any treasury, that I shall consider more
productive than my own; and where I find superior abilities and greater extent of information than I can
pretend to, I shall not only use the ideas of such authors, but their language, if thereby the great end of
my undertaking may be promoted; I mean a conviction of the truth, in the minds of those, into whose
hands it may fell. 
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THE AUTHOR. 

OF THE 

AGE OF REASON'S INTRODUCTION TO HIS WORK; 

SHEWN TO BE WITHOUT 

PROOF OR ARGUMENT. 

THE author of the Age of Reason, in all the pride and obstinacy of infidelity, introduces his objections to
the Christian system, by an exhibition of his own creed, both affirmatively and negatively, as if his
established character for sobriety, integrity, and exemplary moral conduct, entitled him to the respect and
veneration of his fellow-citizens, and the world at large. In an authoritative manner, he declares, that he
does not believe in the creed of the Jewish church, the Roman church, the Greek church, nor of any
church he knows of. From this declaration, or rather from this his disbelief, it would seem, as though he
intended, we should infer, that the benevolent author of our being, hath left mankind in total ignorance of
the nature of the worship he requires from them; and that all the worship that has prevailed in the world 
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since the creation, till the present time, has been founded in error and deception. But the concluding part
of this his extraordinary creed, is as, if not more extraordinary; "that his own mind is his own church."* 

Among all nations, the idea of a church, imports a society or body of rational beings united together for
the purpose of worshiping God, agreeably to some established rule or system, agreed upon by them as
most acceptable to the Deity. What then are we to un-derstand by this profound casuist's assertion, that
"his own mind is his own church?" -- A man so well versed in the language necessary to communicate
distinct ideas of his subject, must be an able interpreter of religious doctrines. 

Another position of his introduction is as void of principle, as that above mentioned. He asserts "that
infidelity does not consist in believing or disbelieving; but in professing to believe, what he does not



believe." What jargon is this, to substitute hypocrisy for infidelity! Thus a man really and professedly
denying the being of a God, and the obligations of revealed religion, is not guilty of infidelity: but if a
man professes to disbelieve a system, for special purposes of his own, though really and truly in his
conscience, he docs fully believe the truth of such system, he is an unbeliever in that system, an infidel
and does not believe it. 
__________
* One of the principles of the illuminati in France, at the head of which among others, was Talleyrand
Perigord, bishop of Autun, was " That every man was his own God -- his own lawgiver -- and amenable
only to himself." -- Vide Smith's letter to the editor of Dr. Robertson on the illuminati 
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I know of no way of accounting for this absurdity, but by supposing that our author has a secret wish,
hereafter to be reckoned among the believers in the Christian system, though he now openly denies every
word of it. From this creed of our author, some proper expectations may be formed of the residue of this
curious performance. 

His observation on revealed religion, in this part of his work, is also false in fact, viz. "That every
religion has established itself by pretending to some special mission from God, communicated to certain
individuals, as Moses, Christ and Mahomet, as if the way to God was not open to every man alike." 

This conclusion, unfounded in truth, seems particularly designed to prepare the way, as an excuse for his
ignorance of the Christian system, and to countenance his animadversions on religion, without being at
the trouble of investigating its nature and tendency. But facts are asserted in this whole work, with an
uncommon defect of modesty, under the apparent expectation that the world will take them as established
upon the bare assertion of the author. 

It is true that Moses, Christ and Mahomet, all claimed the authority of a divine mission: but is it
supposable that our author has ever read with attention the respective histories of these celebrated
cha-racters, and yet, that he could allow himself to make the above observation to the Christian world
with a view of placing them all on a footing. Does it follow that, because wicked men will be guilty of
counterfeiting the most valuable paper, that therefore the original and the counterfeit are to be considered
as equally genuine? Or does not rather the existence of the 
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counterfeit, prove the reality of the original? Did not Moses and Christ show their divine mission, not
only by the nature and effects of their doctrines and precepts, with unblemished purity of life and
manners; but also by doing, in the presence of all the people, works, that no other men ever did; and by
appealing to them as the visible manifestations of Heaven, in confirmation of their claim, in which the
multitudes could not be deceived? But Mahomet aimed to establish his pretensions to divine authority, by
the power of the sword and the terrors of his government; while he carefully avoided any attempts at
miracles in the presence of his followers, and all pretences to fore-tell things to come. His acknowledging
the divine mission of Moses and Christ confirms their authority as far as his influence will go, while their
doctrines entirely destroy all his pretensions to the like authority. His doctrines and precepts, are
calculated to gratify the prejudices of every party, and to confirm them in the established principles of a
fanciful religion, To the Jews he was a disciple of Moses, -- to Christians, he was a believer in the
prophetic character of Jesus Christ, while he indulged the heathen inhabitant of Arabia in sensual ideas,
that were most captivating and pleasing to the human heart. Instead of doctrines and precepts inculcating
the entire renovation of our natures -- the becoming a new creature and overcoming the world: -- Instead



of a felicity con-sisting of pure and spiritual pleasures, "did he not establish a system of carnal
indulgences, ever grateful to the natural man, founded in the fascinating allure-ments of its promised
rewards? -- In their agreeable- to the propensities of corrupt nature in general, 
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and to those of the inhabitants of warm climates in particular, -- in the artful accommodation of its
doctrines and its rites to the preconceived opinions, the favourite passions, and the deep rooted
prejudices of those to whom it was addressed." * 

Mahomet's pretensions to inspiration and the submission of the people to his authority, in the degree in
which they are found, as has been observed by Mr. Hartley, may be accounted for, from the then
circumstances of things, without having recourse to real inspiration, and particularly if we admit (as
Mahomet did) the revelations related and intimated by Moses, with his own divine legation. It will appear
that Mahomet copied much of his scheme from them, to make it palatable to those he meant to attach to
his interests, which is a strong argument in favour of the Mosaic and Christian systems. There is no other
instance (than that of the Mosaic code) of a body of laws being produced at once, and remaining without
addition afterwards; -- but those of Mahomet and other impostors have generally been compiled by
degrees, according to the exigencies of the states,— the prevalence of particular factions; or the authority
who governed the people at his own will. 

Mahomet made his laws, not to curb, but humor the genius of the people; they were therefore altered and
repealed from the same causes. Whereas the body politic of the Israelites took upon itself a complete
form at once, conformable not only to its then present necessities in a wilderness, but to all its future
circumstances, when settled in a regular government, 
__________
* White. 
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surrounded by neighbouring nations, in the land of Canaan; and has preserved the same form, in a great
measure to the present time, and that under the highest external disadvantages, which is an instance
without a parallel. 

The doctrines, and whole system of the Gospel, breathe also a quite different spirit, from those changes
and accommodations to human passions, which have been always calculated to answer the end of merely
temporal governments: its language has ever been, "if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book; and if any man shall take away from the words of this
book, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book." * 

Moses appealed to the miracles done in Egypt, before Pharaoh, his court, the wise men, and the whole
congregation of the children of Israel -- to their passage through the Red Sea -- to the pillar of fire by
night, and the cloud by day, attending them, not once or twice, but through their whole journeyings in the
wilderness—to the thunders and lightnings, and the voice of God speaking from the mount—to forty
years experience of miracles and prophecies -- while Christ raises the dead—heals the sick -- feeds the
hungry -- makes the lame to walk, and the blind to see -- commands the winds and the waves, and they
obey him -- foretells the events that shall happen to his church for 2000 years to come, in proof and
confirmation of his having come from God, and possessing 
__________



• 22d Rev. 18 and 19. 
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ing divine authority. And now, where is the comparison between the supposed prophet of Mecca, and the
Son of God; or with what propriety ought they to be named together? "The men of Nineveh shall rise up
in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
and behold a greater than Jonah is here." * The dif-ference between these characters is so great, that the
facts need not be further applied. 

The conclusion of our author's observation, "that the way to God, is open to every man alike," is equally
unfounded, on his own principles and representation. Such are his vanity and confidence, that he does not
even pretend to cover his presumption, by an attempt to produce proof of his position, either from facts
or argument; or to show from whence he gets his information, or to assign reasons for his assertions; but
he proceeds at once, to build his system of objections upon them, as undisputed data; and concludes his
readers must receive conviction, on the first blush of the argument. The fact asserted is, " that the way to
God, is open to every man alike." This assertion has been heretofore often made by infidels, and as often
answered: it is contradicted by every man's daily experience, as well as by a thousand fatal and
melancholy examples. 

If mankind were found in a state of perfect rectitude and innocence, free from all the dreadful
consequences of sin and iniquity, such an assertion might be made with more propriety. But, not to
mention the fatal apostacy of man from the original purity of his nature, which, although proved by all
his actions, 
__________
* Luke, 11—32. 
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yet I well know is denied by infidels in general, and by some who call themselves Christians; * I appeal
to every man's observation, as convictive, that our author's position, on his own principles, is false in fact.
He himself allows, in page 35 of his pamphlet, "that there is a revelation, the word of God, in the creation
we behold." And again, in page 36, " It is only in the creation, that all our ideas and conceptions of a
word of God, can unite.' * 

Every man must and will acknowledge, the various and differing powers of the human mind, in different
persons, from the idiot, to the philosopher, most famous for his wisdom and application. And can any
man of reflection, be ignorant, that the way to God, 
__________
• The radical corruption of human nature, is one of those truths, which their very plainness renders it the
less easy to support by formal proofs. If a person be unmoved by the decisive arguments which press
upon him every moment, at every turn, you can scarcely know in what manner to address him on the
subject. -- Let any one look diligently into their own minds, and they will be convinced, that the continual
in-disposition to righteousness, and proneness to transgression, which they will discover there, can be
ascribed to no other cause. Let them behold what passes in the world around them, and they will be
satisfied, that the prevailing wickedness of mankind, can be traced to no other source. They will perceive,
that in this, as in every other instance, reason and experience unite in bearing testimony to the truth of the
word of God. -- Gisborne's Familiar Survey of the Christian Religion -- 14. 
The late discoveries in the Eastern World, greatly add to the testimony relative to this subject. Mr.
Maurice says, "From the whole of the preceding statement, it must be evident to every reader, that the



Brahming are no strangers to the doctrine esteemed absurd in some Christian countries, but admitted by
the Brahmins from time immemorial, that of original sin. It is their invariable belief, that man is a fallen
creature. -- The doc-trine is universally prevalent in Asia, and originally gave birth to the persuasion, that
by severe sufferings, and a long series of probationary discipline, the soul might be restored to its
primitive purity. -- They had even sacrifices denominated those of regeneration, and those sacrifices were
always profusely stained with blood, -- 5 vol. Ind. Antiq. 956-7. 
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in our author's sense of it, is not alike open to him, who never raised his thoughts to the great Author of
universal nature, or contemplated his power, wisdom, and goodness, in his works of creation and
providence? and to the studious, contemplative philosopher, who, pursuing the plastic hand of nature
through all the streams of pure benevolence and love, hath been led, with astonishment and surprize, to
the inexhaustible ocean there, in holy rapture, to love and to adore? 

Can it be possible, that any man in his senses, should suppose this way to God, is alike open to the
wretch, who, destroying all the powers of nature in debauchery and wickedness, never mentions the name
or attributes of the great, self-existing First Cause of all things, but to deny his being, or to blaspheme his
sacred and venerable name; and to the devout and obedient soul, who, sensible of his own natural
weakness and insufficiency, is continually casting himself at the feet of Divine Mercy, and humbly
supplicating for grace to illumine his darkened understanding, and wisdom to direct his researches into
the things of God? -- Is this way open alike to the man who is blind and deaf, and so incapable of
improving the revelation of our Author, in the works of creation; and to him, who, enjoying every
assistance, both physical, moral, and artificial, sees deeply into the mysteries of nature? Are the
enlightened, philosophic Newton, or Ritten-house, and the wandering savage of the Missisippi, on equal
terms, with regard to this way to God? Or the poor labourer, confined during his whole life, to some
mechanical business, for the bare support of his nature; and the rich, affluent citizen, who can devote 
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both time and fortune to the investigation of nature, and "nature's God, seen through all his works?"
These observations, not only teach the falsity of the position, in our author's sense, but fully prove the
certainty of some great and essential change wrought in the nature and state of man, since he was
originally formed by his merciful Creator; and show, in glowing colours, the ignorance of our author in
the first principle necessary for his investigating the truths of the Christian religion: I mean his own
nature, as well as the sublime doctrines of salvation by a Redeemer, founded upon it. 

The way to God, even under the express and positive revelation of his will, manifested in the life,
character, and doctrines of Jesus Christ, requires study, application, instruction, divine grace, and
continual improvement, before it can be properly sought out, even with the aid of the sacred Scriptures.
Do the advocates of the Christian system, at this day expect to know the great truths of their holy
religion, by immediate inspiration, while they acquire the knowledge of every art and science, relative to
human things, by laborious investigation? Even in the natural world, God, who created man, hath made
him a dependent creature, so that it is necessary for his support, from day to day, that he should be fed,
cloathed and covered from the inclemency of the weather; but does any man pretend to disbelieve the
goodness and mercy of God towards him, because he cannot exist, without care, labour, and active
attention to his various wants? Must he not plough, and sow, and reap, and defend himself from his
known enemies, or perish ? Is this ever thought a solid argument against the superintendant 
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Providence of God, or his abundant goodness to the children of men? 

In the religion of the Gospel, the Spirit of God has been promised by Jesus Christ, to lead his people into
all truth; but it is the diligent, the active, the persevering and sincere inquirer, who is encouraged to
depend upon this heavenly gift; and therefore the apostle exhorts his fellow Christians "to work out their
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God," saith he, "who worketh in you, both to will and to
do, of his good pleasure," 

Nothing short of consummate vanity, or the grossest ignorance, therefore, could lead to the unfounded
conclusion, "that the way to God," in our author's sense, "is open to every man alike." 

The author of the Age of Reason, having thus introduced himself to the attention of his readers, and, as
he supposed, paved the way to a sceptical temper of mind, proceeds to his objections to the leading facts
of revealed religion. 


