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THE DIVINE MISSION 

OF JESUS CHRIST.

The Age of Reason, not content with ridiculing the miraculous conception of the Saviour of the worlds
calls in question his divine mission also, by asserting, "that it is not difficult to account for the credit that
was given to the story of Jesus Christ being the Son of God. He was born at a time when the heathen
mythology had prepared the people for the belief of such a story -- almost all the extraordinary men, who
lived under the heathen mythology, were reputed to be the sons of some of their Gods. The story,
therefore, had nothing in it either new, wonderful or obscene: it was conformable to the opinions that
then prevailed among the Gentiles, or mythologists, and it was those people only, that believed it. The
Jews, who had kept strictly to the belief of one God, and no more, and who had always rejected the
heathen mythology, never credited the story." 

This is something worse than bare misrepre-sentation. -- It must be admitted to arise, either from a total
want of knowledge of the subject, or a wilful perversion of the truth. 

The assertion is, that "the heathen mythology had prepared the minds of the people, about the time of the
birth of Jesus Christ, for the belief of such a story, as that of his being the Son of God; and that the
Gentiles only believed it, but the Jews had never credited the story." 
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Our author seems to have collected together a few technical expressions, belonging to particular subjects,
and with which he seems much pleased, in hopes, that by repeating them over and over, he might
persuade himself, and perhaps his readers too, that he was acquainted with the doctrines to which they
were attached. This appears to be the case with regard to the heathen mythology; but from his application
of them to the subject before him, he appears to know as little of the Pagan principles of worship, as he
does of the Christian system. 

To every person, versed in the history of the nations of the world, at the time of the publication of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, nothing can be more evident, than the contrariety of its doctrines and precepts to
the mythology of the Gentiles. So far, indeed, were their minds from being prepared, by their religious
principles and practices, to admit the doctrines of the Son of God, that perhaps no two things in na-ture
could be more opposite, or better calculated to destroy each other. 

The religion of the gentiles, was the then religion of all the nations of the earth, the Jewish nation
excepted, which was execrated by them all, as barbarous and savage, on acount of the exclusive nature of
its worship; not admitting communion with any other religion, known or practised in the world, but
repro-bating them all, as the doctrine of devils. Jesus Christ was professedly a Jew, and therefore was
despised by the Gentiles; during his whole life he addressed himself only to the Jews; after his death, his
apostles con-fined their preaching, for many years, to the same people, till taught to do otherwise by
divine revelation. 
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They did not consider the Gentiles as subjects of the grace of the Gospel, if we except the distant hope
held out to them by Christ, in his parables and prophetic declarations, grounded on the rejection of his
Gospel by the Jews, and which were not under-stood by his apostles till after his resurrection. 

The whole genius of the Pagan religion, consisted in the occasional worship of a multitude of Gods, of
their own making, for the attainment of mere temporal good, or the indulgence of their passions, without
having an idea of the spiritual nature of the great self * existent First Cause of all things; or the least
expectation of the resurrection of the dead. Their hints of an immortality after death, were very obscure
and imperfect. Cicero, in his Tusculan Questions, says, "Show me first if you can, and it be not too
troublesome, that souls remain after death; and if you cannot prove this, for it is difficult, declare how
there is no evil in death?" Again -- "I know not what mighty things they have got by it, who teach, that
when the time of death comes, they shall entirely perish; which if it should be, (for I do not see any thing
to the contrary) what ground of joy or glorying does it afford?" Hence, an admission of any new God, or
different mode of worship, was easily assented to by them; so that it did not derogate from the
established principles of intercommunity of divine homage to their various deities, agreeably to their
national institutions. 

The Christian system, grounded on the religion of the Jews, so odious to the whole world of Gentiles,
opened a new scene to mankind. Jesus Christ commenced his prophetic office, by preaching repentance
and forgiveness of sins, through his name alone, in 
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opposition to all the Gods of the nations; declaring their worship to be that of demons and devils -- that
no salvation could be procured by any of them to their votaries, and that there was but one only living
and true God—that life and immortality was now brought to light by his Gospel, in which, for the first
time, was clearly revealed the resurrection of the body -- that every man, every where, was now
commanded to repent and believe his Gospel, as by no other name under Heaven, but that of his own,
could eternal life be obtained -- that,whoever believed on him, should be saved; but all who refused, and
would not believe, should be damned—that no man could come to God, but by him -- that he was,
emphatically the resurrection and the life—that there could be no communion in the worship of the
heathen deities, even their most supreme, no not so much as to eat or drink with them at their festivals
and solemnities, their being no possible connection between the cup of the Lord, and of devils. 

The heathen world was now in an awful state of darkness and vice. It will therefore throw some light on
the necessity mankind were in at this time, of great reformation, to attend to the nature and practice of the
heathen mythology. A respectable author, has given an epitome of it in the following words -- "The chief
oracles among the heathens, appointed human sacrifices; that of Delphi, of Dodona, and of Jupiter
Saotes. It was the custom of all the Greeks, to sacrifice a man, before they went out to war. It was a
custom among the Phoenicians and Canaanites, for their kings, in the times of great calamity, to sacrifice
one of their sons, they loved best; and it was common both with 
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them, the Moabites, and Ammonites, to sacrifice their children. Herodotus says, "That in the expedition
of Xerxes into Greece, arriving in the country of the Edonians, in Persia, the magi took nine of the sons
and daughters of the inhabitants, and buried them alive -- and that when Amestris, wife of Xerxes, had
happily attained to mature age with confirmed health, she ordered fourteen children of the noblest



families of Persia, to be buried alive, in grateful sacrifice to the subterraneous deity." * The Egyptians,
the Athenians and Lacedemonians, and generally all the Grecians, Romans and Carthagenians -- the
Germans, Gauls and Britons -- and indeed almost all the heathen nations throughout the world, offered
human sacrifices upon their altars; and this, not on certain emergencies, and in imminent dangers only,
but constantly, and in some places, every day; but on extraordinary accidents, multitudes were sacrificed
at once to their bloody deities. 

Diodorus Siculus and others, relate, that in Africa, two hundred children, of the principal nobility, were
sacrificed to Saturn at one time; and Aristomenee sacrificed three hundred men together to Jupiter
Ithometes, one of whom was Theopompus, king of the Lacedemonians. 

Plutarch, in his Tract on Superstition, says," Had it not been much better for the so much famed Gauls
and Scythians, that they had neither thought nor ima-gined, nor heard any thing of their Gods, than to
have believed them such as would be pleased with the blood of human sacrifices, and who accounted
__________
* vii. p. 477. 
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such for the most complete and meritorious of expiations. How much better had it been for the
Carthagenians, if they had had either Critias, or a Diagoras, for their first law-giver, that so they might
have believed neither God nor Spirits, than to make such offerings to Saturn, as they made. But they
knowingly and willingly devoted their own children; and they who had none of their own, bought of
some poor people, and then sacrificed them, like lambs or pidgeons; the poor mothers standing by,
without either a sigh or a tear -- or if by chance she fetched a sigh, or let fall a tear, she lost the price of
her child, and it was nevertheless sacrificed. All the places round the image, were in the mean time filled
with the noise of hautboys and tabors, to drown the poor infants' crying." 

Let those who are instrumental, with so much industry, to destroy our holy religion, and bring us back to
this awful state of things, seriously reflect on the just deserts of so aggravated a crime, and fear the
tremendous punishment that awaits their absurd conduct. 

Livy makes mention of human sacrifices at Rome -- Dion Cassius relates that two men were sacrificed in
the Campus Martius, under Julius Caesar. He says it was a custom, begun under Augustus, for men to be
devoted to death for the safety of the emperor. 

Suetonius mentions, that some writers affirmed, that Augustus offered a great number of enemies, who
had surrendered themselves, to be slain on the ides of March, in devotion to the manes of Julius Caesar.
We are informed by Pliny, that in the year of the city 658, a decree of the senate passed, that no 
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man should be sacrificed, and that, till then, such crifices were public. This prohibition seemed to
concern only the common and frequent use of them; for besides what has been already observed, Plutarch
says, "They continued in his time; and it was not till about the time of Constantine's reign, that a final
stop was put to so strange and abominable a practice; for though it was forbidden by Adrian, and very
much abated in his reign, yet Antinous was made a sacrifice by Adrian himself." Tatian declares, "That
the human sacrifices offered to Jupiter at Rome, and to Diana, not far from thence, were the chief cause
of his leaving the heathen religion, and turning Christian." 



Pliny acquaints us, that they were practised in the age in which he lived; and Minutius Felix, that they
were used when he wrote. Porphyry mentions them as notoriously practised at Rome, in his time; and
Lactantius speaks of them, as not laid aside in his. * 

Did not this degenerate and cruel state of things loudly call for a speedy and effectual remedy? The Jews,
as a people, had lost every sense of the spirituality of their divine religion, and had settled down into
mere form and hypocrisy. Their example no longer edified and instructed the neighbouring nations, to
forsake their vain idols and turn to the living God, Among the heathens, their diabolical sacrifices, with
other as impure practices, made up so great a part of their worship, and were become so habitual and
fashionable, that arguments and reasonings drawn from the nature of God, and the proof of his 
__________
* Rcas. cf Christianity, 362. 
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perfections in the works of creation and Providence, had lost all their convictive force and energy. In this
gloom of more than midnight darkness, the sun of righteousness arose on a benighted world, with
meridian splendour. 

When Jesus Christ began his ministry, he courted neither Jew nor Gentile—declaring the Jewish
aecono-my at at end, and fully completed in him; and showing, that all the other nations " had changed
the glory of the incorruptible God, into images made like corruptible man, and to birds and four footed
beasts, and creeping things; wherefore God hath given them up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their
own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves -- being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity,
whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful." 

Does this black catalogue contain a picture, likely to attract the friendship of those, who were said to be
the originals? Had it a tendency to prepare the minds of the Gentiles to believe the author to be a Son of
God? 

The author of the Age of Reason must have well known, if he had given himself time to reflect, that there
was a wide difference, in the estimation of the Gentiles, between their ideas of deifying a man, who had
pretended to have been begotten by some imaginary God, and who would claim divine honours jointly
with a thousand other Gods of the like origin, 
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and the claim of Jesus Christ to an exclusive worship -- He not only severely, and with sovereign power,
reproved their abominable practices, as a moral teacher, but he declared himself in an exclusive sense,
(though apparently the son of Joseph and Mary, and confessedly incarnate and the son of man) the only
begotten Son of God, begotten before all worlds, even from eternity -- the Creator of all things -- one
with the Father, the sole object of all true worship in Heaven and earth -- who was, and is, and is to come
-- the first and the last -- the beginning and the end -- and besides whom there was no God. 

Is there any thing in all the mythology of the ancients, that tended to prepare the minds of the people, for
such a story as this? Or is not every word and every idea totally repugnant to all the notions ever formed
by the wisest among the Gentile nations of the earth, on the subject of religious worship? 



Add to all this, that Jesus Christ not only thus declared himself to be the Son of God with power, in Ms
preaching, and proved the claim by doing the works that no man before him ever did; but that the crime
for which he was crucified, was, that "being a man, he had made himself equal with God;" and this
imputed crime he confessed at the bars, both of the high priest of the Jews, and of the Roman governor.
Yet Jesus Christ is acknowledged by this author, "to have been a virtuous and amiable man; and the
excellent morality he preached and practised, to have been of the most benevolent kind, and not exceeded
by any who had gone before, or succeeded him." 

How a man, pluming himself on the title Common Sense, can reconcile Jesus Christ having been a 
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preacher of such excellent morality, with his own principles detailed in this extraordinary treatise, I leave
others to determine. 

Is it possible that this writer could have seriously believed, "that Jesus Christ, or the Messiah of the Jews,
being the Son of God, was a doctrine of no higher a date, than the birth of Christ; and that there-fore it
was a wretched story, formed for the critical moment, when the peoples minds were prepared for the
belief of it, by the peculiar complexion of the heathen mythology ?" 

Nothing could have convinced a reader of this fact, but the author's apparent want of knowledge, in both
the Jewish and Christian histories, when he asserts, "That the Jews who had kept strictly to the belief of
one God and no more, and who had always rejected the heathen mythology, never credited the story."" 

It is almost incredible, that any man, however absurd his conduct might have been in some other respects,
should have attempted so' important a subject, without reading the sacred writings of the Jews, with the
opinions of their chief authors. To these I appeal for a conclusive answer. 

Their prophetical books expressly foretold, (besides the declaration to Adam, that the seed of the woman
should bruise the serpent's head) many hundred years before the event, that in the fulness of time, God
would send his prophet (so termed by way of eminence) to whom the people should hearken, and that in
the seed of Abraham, all the nations of the earth should be blessed. The prophecies relating to the
promised Messiah, were delivered at different 
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times, and under very differing circumstances. To Adam and Eve he was promised, in general, as a man,
the seed of the woman. It is somewhat remarkable, that we never read of the seed of the woman but in the
instance of the promised Saviour: We hear of the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob -- of Aaron and of
David, but never of the seed of any woman, but that of the Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord
according to the flesh. To Abraham he is promised as his seed, or the seed of his posterity. Thus (in the
words of the sacred Biographer *) "He who was promised to Adam, immediately on the fall, under the
obscure description of the seed of the woman, who should bruise the head of the serpent, was now
announced to the world as the seed of Abraham, in whom all the families of the earth should be blessed.
And hence -- forward, we have prediction upon prediction -- ordinance upon ordinance -- promise upon
promise -- event upon event, leading to, rising above, improving, enlarging upon each other, like the
gradual light of the ascending sun, from the early dawn to the perfect day: we perceive types, shadows,
ceremonies, sacrifices disappearing little by little: patriarchs, priests, prophets, lawgivers and kings,
retiring one after another, and giving place to the Lord our Judge, our Lawgiver, our King to save us, as



the twinkling fires of the night hide their diminished heads; and as the vapours disperse before the
glorious orb of day." 

To Jacob, the Messiah is promised as one descending from the tribe of Judah. To David, that he 
__________
* Vol. ii. 17. L 
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should be of his family, and of the fruit of his body. That he was to be a great King forever and ever --
the anointed of the Lord -- his only begotten Son, who should have the heathen for his inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. -- Yet he was to be forsaken of his God; to be despised
and laughed to scorn; his garments were to be parted among his persecutors, and they were to cast lots for
his vesture. He was to be betrayed by his own familiar friend, who eat of his bread. To Isaiah it was
foretold, that the spirit of the Lord should be upon him, that his birth should be miraculous, and his
mother a virgin: -- that he should be a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and that the
chastisement, by which our peace is to be effected, should be laid upon him, his death being for the
redemption of mankind; yet the government should be upon his shoulders, and his name should be called,
Wonderful Counsellor -- the Mighty God -- the Father of the Everlasting Ages -- the Prince of Peace. 

To Micah, he was to be born in Bethlehem. To Daniel was made known the precise time of his suffering.
To Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, that all these events should be accomplished before the destruction
of the second Temple. The not break-ing a bone of the paschal Lamb -- the fending the garment and
casting lots for his vesture -- the offering gall and vinegar -- the looking on him whom they have
pierced—the prophecies relating to the humiliation and death of the Messiah, and the spirituality of his
office, all tend to elucidate and show the established doctrines of the Jews with regard to their expected
Messiah. 
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Agreeably to this view of the prophetical declara-tions relating to our Saviour's incarnation, the general
prediction 

was 2000 years, before the promise made to Abraham. From that, to the pointing out the particular tribe
from which he 

was to descend, was 280 years. From thence to the designation of the family in which he was to be born,
was 600 years. 

It was above 300 years from thence to the prophecy of his miraculous nativity: and from thence to his
public appearance as a preacher of righteousness, was 350 years. 

This is a very concise view of the expectations of the Jews, relative to Messiah their King's coming in the
flesh. They believed that he should be the Son of God, yet, emphatically speaking, the Son of Man --
exalted and debased -- master and servant -- priest and victim -- king and subject -- clothed with
mortality, yet the conqueror of death -- rich and poor -- glorious in holiness, yet a man acquainted with
grief. He was the Father of the everlasting ages, yet involved in our infirmities, and reduced to a state of
extreme humiliation. All these seeming contradictions were to be reconciled in the person of their
expected Messiah; and they centered, as in a point, in the man Christ Jesus, the only begotten Son of
God. 



The Jews as a people, then professed firmly to believe, that their king Messiah, though the Word and
eternal Son of God, was to be born of a Virgin -- of the tribe of Judah -- of the family of David -- in the
village of Bethlehem: that he was to continue for ever and ever, and his name as long as the sun and
moon should endure: that he was to be both son and Lord of David: that he should die an ignominious 
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death and rise again: that he should have a fore-runner in the power and spirit of Elias. That, as a proof of
his mission, he should heal the broken hearted, preach deliverance to captives, raise the dead, and preach
the Gospel to the poor. That he should perfect and fulfil the law -- be a stone of stumbling and rock of
offence to many; and that the Gentiles should submit to his government. In full proof of these facts, the
whole book of Psalms, with the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Haggai, and
Malachi bear witness. 

Yet, notwithstanding this explicit declaration of the person and character of this glorious personage, the
Talmud of the Jews informs us, "That, when the Messiah shall appear, he shall be acknowledged only by
a small number of the Jews (in comparison with the whole people), and shall be rejected by the bulk of
the nation: that the Messiah shall be a rock of offence to the two houses of Israel, and an occasion of
falling to the inhabitants of Jerusalem: that the Jews shall then be overwhelmed with evils." * 

When Christ appeared and began his ministry, he did not go to the Gentiles, but confined himself
exclusively "to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," to the Jews alone, as the immediate object of his
mission. From these he first chose twelve disciples, who remained with him, the constant witnesses of his
life and doctrines, to the end. After some time, his followers greatly increasing, he chose seventy
disciples more, and sent them to the various cities of Judea, 
__________
* Bab. Talm. Tract. Sanhedrim C. Halies in Galatin, lib. ix. ch. ii. -- History, Estab Christianity, by
Bullet. ix. 
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still confining his mission to the Jews. At one time he had attendant, on his personal ministry, four
thousand, and at another five thousand followers, besides women and children; these were all Jews. His
popularity became so very conspicuous among the Jews, and his friends and followers so greatly
increased, that, in the Sanhedrim, the chief priest declared, that all men were running after him; and
among his warm friends and disciples, we find Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; Joseph of Arimathea,a
counsellor; and Matthew and Zacheus, noted Jewish publicans, or tax-gatherers, officers under the
Roman government; these were all Jews; and to these, with the whole city of Jerusalem, and the country
round about, did he publish the glad tidings of salvation, declaring himself to be the Son of God, and the
appointed Messiah, and they believed on his name: and after his death, even the persecuting Saul, a
pharisee of the strictest sect, was added to the number. But never, in any one in-stance during his life, did
he address himself to the Gentiles. 

His being the Son of God, was so remarkably and emphatically the burden of his doctrines while on
earth, that his inveterate enemies confined their charge against him, when arraigned on the trial for his
life, to this important fact; and, as they were employed and bribed to make this accusation, by the chief
priest and pharisees, it is pretty conclusive evidence of their opinion of the true character of the expected
Messiah. 



The testimony given against him on his trial, before the Jewish Sanhedrim, was, that he should have said,
"If they should destroy the temple, he would 
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rebuild it in three days," as a proof of his Almighty power, otherwise there could not have been any
pretence of blasphemy in the charge; but even in this, the witnesses could not agree so as to make their
tes-timony amount to legal proof; and the innocent Jesus remaining silent, nothing could be obtained
from his confessions -- on which the chief priest, in order to aid the defective testimony, adjured him, by
the living God, to answer, if it was true, "That he was the Christ or Messiah, or not?" This was putting
the accused to his oath, after the manner of the Jews, or examining him on interrogatories. Silence was
now no longer allowable. Without hesitation, therefore, he fully confessed it; and as a further
acknowledg-ment of his divine mission, added, "Hereafter you shall see the Heavens opened, and the son
of man standing at the right hand of God." Hereupon the chief priest, considering this as an unequivocal
declaration of his claim to the character of the Messiah, rent his cloaths, and passed sentence of
condemnation against him, "not as guilty of'falsehood, deceit, or imposition upon the people, but of
blasphemy; and therefore pronounced him worthy of death; and afterwards, to put the idea they formed
of the true character of their expected king Messiah out of question, he refused his assent to Jesus being
released by Pilate, because he had made himself the Son of God; that is, by claiming the character of
their Messiah. 

The like consequence was drawn by the people at large from his preaching long before, when he charged
them with attempting to stone him for his good works -- they denied the fact, but said, that it was "for his
being only a man, yet making himself equal with God." 
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After his resurrection, and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the apostles began to
preach in his name; and, at one of their first sermons, converted three thousand souls; and soon after, we
are informed, that the number of the brethren were about five thousand; and, a little afterwards, that "a
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith." Here then were numerous converts, who must
have been as well acquainted with the general statement of facts relative to the life and actions of the
Saviour, as the apostles themselves; and, by their conversion, under the dangers to which they exposed
themselves by their adherence to the cause of a persecuted end crucified master, they became as good and
sufficient witnesses of the facts on which the Christian doctrines are founded, as if they had been of his
family in his life time. These were all Jews; and they were at Jerusalem, the seat of all the great
occurrences of his life and death, where a church was immediately established, and from whence their
doctrines spread throughout all Judea, so as to raise a persecution against the whole profession. Hereby
these followers of the despised Nazarene, were scattered throughout the country, and finally forced
among the Gentiles, whom they were taught of God, by a revelation of his will, to admit also to
fellowship; the Jews as a nation having rejected the Messiah their king; and not till then did they turn to
the Gentiles. 

Thus it is plain to demonstration, that, before the crucifixion of Christ, and for a considerable time after
the resurrection, so far from the Jews "never crediting the story, and the Gentiles being the only people 
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that believed," it was the direct reverse. The Jews were the only people who did believe the Gospel, it
never having yet been preached or offered to any other nation. 

Indeed, whoever is the least acquainted with ecclesiastical history, and the history of the Jewish nation,
must be surprized at the boldness of this adven-turous author, in asserting, "that the story of Jesus Christ
being the Son of God, was introduced under cover of the heathen mythology, and that the Gentiles only
received it;" when it is so apparent, both from sacred and profane history, that the church of Christ
consisted of thousands of Jews, before a single Gentile convert was known to the church. And when it
did first happen, a special revelation from Heaven became necessary, to reconcile the minds of the
apostles to it. And, after the calling of the Gen-tiles, about fourteen years from the crucifixion, we are
told, that on the preaching of Paul, "A great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed." About thirty
years after the death of our Lord, the doctrines of the Gospel had spread throughout Judea, Gallilee and
Samaria; so that, on Paul's arrival at Jerusalem, the apostles inform him, that many thousands, (literally
myriads or tens of thousands) were in Jerusalem, who believed. 

Thus is the wisdom and foreknowledge of the glorious Redeemer manifest, in his having ordered an
exclusive application to the Jews, till, as a nation, they should reject him, not only in fulfilment of
ancient prophecy, but in full contradiction to the spirit of infidelity, which he foresaw would arise in
these latter days, charging him with introducing the doctrine 
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of his divinity under cover of the heathen mythology. 

The devils themselves will rise in judgment against this pretended philosopher; for although he knows
not Jesus, nor who he is, and will not believe in his being the Son of God; those unhappy spirits, even in
the days of his flesh, could cry out in the bitter anguish of despair, "We know thee, who thou art, Jesus
thou Son of God; art thou come to torment us before the time?" 


