
THE CHRISTIAN THEORY 

MISREPRESENTED, &c.

In the like spirit of misrepresentation, and utter aversion to the pure system of the Gospel, does this
writer assert, "That the theory of the Christian church, sprung out of the tail of the heathen mythology. A
direct incorporation took place in the first instance, by making the reputed founder, celestially begotten.
The trinity of Gods that then followed, was no other than a reduction of the former plurality, which was
twenty or thirty thousand. The statue of Mary, succeeded the statue of Diana of Ephesus, &c. &c. The
Christian theory is little else, than the idolatry of the ancient mythologists, accommodated to the purposes
of power and revenue, and it yet remains to reason and philosophy to abolish the amphibious fraud." 

It is an old observation, take any thing for granted, and any thing will follow. Should not every reader
expect, after these round assertions, that some proof of this extraordinary position would have been
adduced; especially as the whole system of the Gospel is declared by its advocates, to be a direct attack
on every principle and species of idolatry, and wholly designed to establish the worship 
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of one only living and true God through Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. But this writer appears to have
supposed, that the knowledge of the Gospel might be gained by intuition; and of course is wholly
unacquainted with the nature of its doctrines, and seems to suppose his readers equally ignorant, or he
would have seen the necessity of some kind of proof or argument to support his bold and unsupported
charges against the Christian church as founded in the Gospel of the Son of God. 

Whatever plausible pretexts he might have had, from a cursory view of the unchristian practices of the
church, when degenerated and apostatised under darkness and declension, as foretold by the author of our
holy religion and his apostles, that it would be under the reign of Antichrist; yet surely he must have been
beside himself to assert, "that the Christian Theory is little else than the idolatry of the ancient
mythologists, accommodated to particular purposes." 

If ever a system of pure doctrine, or holy practice, founded on the belief and worship of one God, has
been inculcated and urged on the consciences of men, surely it is to be found in the Christian Theory. --
Hear our author himself; "Jesus Christ was a virtuous and amiable man; the morality that he preached and
practised, was of the most benevolent kind." 

The Decalogue, which is the epitome of all its praecepts, begins by the express commandment, "that thou
shalt not have more Gods than one." -- And the New Testament, opens with a rebuke, that may well be
applied here, "get behind me Satan, for it is written thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve." 
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When the great author of our holy religion addresses himself to God the Father, he says, "I thank thee O
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them to babes and sucklings, for so it seemed good in thy sight:" and the substance of many of
his instructions were, "that no man can serve two masters -- ye cannot serve God and mammon." 



"The law and the prophets were until John; since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life. God is a spirit and they who worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth." And his disciples after his resurrection, who established all the
primitive churches, and taught them both their theory and practice, set out by declaring, "that the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of their Fathers had glorified his Son Jesus Christ." And when the
people of Lystra, who were both heathen and idolaters, but much more excusable than the au-thor of the
Age of Reason, had mistaken the apostles for their gods in the likeness of men; and would have offered
sacrifice to them; instead of justifying the conclusion or assertions of our pretender to reason, "they rent
their clothes, and ran in among the people, saying why do ye these things? we preach unto you, that ye
should turn from these vanities unto the living God, who made heaven and earth, the sea and all things
that are therein." &c. 

When the Gentile converts, in the beginning of their church, were trammelled with the false reasonings 
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of some weaker brethren, who would have obliged them to be circumcised, according to the law of
Moses; they made application to the church under the apostles at Jerusalem, for their instructions on this
head. In their answer, the apostles appear to aim at summing up their duty according to the Christian
theory in as few words as possible. These were, " that they should abstain from pollutions of idols, from
fornication and from blood." 

When Paul, the great apostle of the Gentiles, was preaching at Athens, he assures his hearers, "that, as
they worshipped the unknown God; therefore, whom they ignorantly worshipped, Him he declared unto
them; that is, God who made the world, and all things that are therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven
and earth, and dwelleth not in temples made with hands." 

The doctrine of the gospel, which Jesus Christ and his apostles taught throughout the world was the
worship of one only true God, in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ his beloved Son, and all their
instructions, relative to practical religion, do indeed breathe a spirit of the purest morality ever taught to
man. In addition to the incomparable sermon on the mount, and the whole strain of our Lord's teachings,
hear the apostle Paul in his address to the Romans, "I beseech you brethren, by the mercy of God, that ye
give up your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, &c. ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. --
Let your love be without dissimulation; abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good; be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another; not slothful in business; 
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fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer;
distributing to the necessity of saints, given to hospitality; bless them who persecute you; bless, and curse
not. Rejoice with them who rejoice, and weep with them who weep. Be of the same mind one towards
another; mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate; be not wise in your own conceit;
recompence no man evil for evil; provide things honest in the sight of all men; if it be possible, as much
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men; avenge not yourselves, but give place unto wrath. If thine
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink; be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with
good." And again, the same apostle, when addressing the Thessalonians —- "For this is the will of God,
even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; that no man should defraud his brother
in any thing, but encourage and promote brotherly love; that they should study to be quiet, and do their
own business, and work with their own hands, walking honestly to them that are without, that they should



have lack of nothing; that they should be sober, and at peace among themselves." H exhorts them "to
warn the unruly; comfort the feeble minded; support the weak; be patient to all men; rejoice for
evermore; pray without ceasing; in every thing give thanks; prove all things; hold fast that which is good,
and abstain from all appearance of evil." And when he speaks of the fruits and effects of these doctrines,
as he does to the Galatians, "They are, love, joy, 
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peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

This was the sum of the essential doctrines of the church for the first three hundred years of the Christian
aera, connected with an unremitted attention to them in all their theory and practice. The asser-tion,
therefore, "That the Christian theory is little else than the idolatry of the ancient mythologists," may,
without the just charge of uncharitableness, be termed a perversion of the truth, when made by a man,
who had the means of knowledge in his power, but who has neglected to make use of them. 

What could the Age of Reason mean by theory? Surely that of the Christian church is only to be found in
the New-Testament. It would be even too absurd for our author, who seems, however, capable of almost
any attempt, to charge the Gospel, or the Christian church, with the errors and abominable practices, of
many of its mistaken, or disingenuous professors, when manifestly opposed by every precept and
instruction of its system. As well might he say, that the theory of the Christian church, was that of the
Gnostics, Manicheans, or Nicolaitans, because they once professed to belong to that church. 

The Gospel is the only test of all the theory and allowed practices of the Christian church; and whenever
that is swerved from in either, its emphatical language is, "Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do thy first works, or else I will come quickly, and remove thy candlestick out of
its place, except thou repent." 
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The writer of the Age of Reason, may think it harsh to be charged with falsehood in every page of his
work; but it would ill become an advocate for the Gospel, not to declare it boldly, and would be doing
great injustice to the cause of truth, when the everlasting interests of his fellow men are at stake; and the
guilty person has no one but himself to blame for this severity, having presumed to enter on a subject
with which he had not taken pains to make himself acquainted; no, not with its alphabet. 

Had he thought proper to have used reasoning and argument, founded on proof, to enforce his
observations, he might have expected a suitable reply; but when he contents himself with advancing the
most palpable falsehoods and misrepresentations as facts, from which to draw the most important
conclusions, and these so enveloped in sophistry, and tainted with ludicrous insinuations, as seem only
calculated to im-pose on the young and unwary mind in matters of infinite importance, he has no right to
expect any thing farther, than a positive denial of the gross misrepresentation of facts he has imposed on
the public. The language of Justin Martyr, in the first ages of the church, to Crescens the philosopher,
who had ungenerously, as wickedly, traduced the then Christians as atheistical and irreligious, is very
applicable to our author. He says, "That Crescens talked about things which he did not understand --
feigning things of his own head, only to comply with the humour of his seduced disciples and followers
-- that, in reproaching the doctrines of Christ, when he did not understand them, he discovered a most
wicked and malignant temper, and showed himself far worse than 
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the most simple and unlearned, who are not wont rashly to bear witness and determine on things not
sufficiently known to them; or if he did understand their greatness and excellency, then he showed
himself much more base and disingenuous, in charging upon them what he knew to be false, and
concealing his inward sentiments and convictions, for fear test he should be suspected of being a
Christian." * 

Neither can our author complain with justice, that our Scriptures, the authority of which he denies, are
made the test of truth on this occasion, as it is the theory established therein, which he charges with
idolatry and falsehood. There can be, therefore, no other criterion or evidence of the truth or falsehood of
the assertion, but from those Scriptures, let them fee true or false. They must afford the exclusive
testimony of what is contained in them, and to which alone we can appeal; and they contradict the charge
in every page. 

Our author indeed seems to plume himself on his imaginary idolatry of the Christian church, "in
substituting a trinity of Gods, as a reduction of the twenty or thirty thousand of the heathen mythology."
Could behave shown a single instance of a Christian church acknowledging a trinity of Gods in their
worship, it would then have been necessary for him to have shown, that this was countenanced by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. But, while that teaches the mysterious doctrine of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, it never fails to inculcate as a truth, essential to his religion, that these three are but one
inconceivable Jehovah. 
__________
* Cave's Prim. Christianity, vol. 1. fol. 7. 
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Can our author be so ignorant as to suppose, that the doctrine of the Trinity is peculiar to, and the
in-Tendon of, the Gospel? Had he read the Jewish Scriptures, or the heathen mythology in its first
principles, with care; or attended to the known doctrines and principles of the Jews as a religious people,
and the primitive religion of many of the heathen nations, he would have known, that a trinity in unity,
was a doctrine taught many hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, and indeed from the beginning
of the world. 

As to the doctrine of the Trinity, it is not my design to enter into a dispute of so important a nature. It will
suffice to show, as well his ignorance as his malice, in the charge, "That the theory of the Christian
church sprang out of the tail of the heathen mythology -- and that the trinity of Gods that then followed,
was no other than a reduction of the former plurality, which was twenty or thirty thousand" 

This may be done by barely evincing it, whether true or false, to have been the doctrine of the earliest
heathen mythology, derived by tradition from the first patriarchs; and also that of the Jews, before the
coming of Christ. 

If the Christian religion is true, and was really a revelation from God, by Jesus Christ, then it must always
have been essentially the same, from the beginning of the world. 

God having formed man out of the dust of the earth, and breathed into him a rational soul, it was
impossible on his first starting into existence, that he should, by his natural powers, ever have attained to
the true knowledge of his Maker, or become acquainted with his will, otherwise than by an express 
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revelation from Heaven; for as Tertullian justly observes, " What is infinite, can only be known of
it-Self." God, as a wise and good Creator, could not have left his creature under this incapacity of
rendering him the homage due to his name. All the attributes of the Divine Majesty required that this
should be done; and there can be no doubt, but that the beneficent Creator did instruct Adam in that
knowledge of his will, which was necessary to his well-being, by the revelation of the divine nature and
attributes, and the mode of worship he required of him. 

It clearly appears from the Mosaic history, that the Messiah, who was to come, the second person in he
Christian Trinity, was early made known to Adam, by God himself, as the seed of the woman. The Spirit
of God, the third person in the same trinity, is expressly said to have moved upon the face of the waters,
at the creation; and the language made use of on that great occasion, is there said to be, "Let us make man
in our image" -— from which short account we may safely conclude, that Adam was not left without
divine instruction. 

Hence also, in the Mosaic account of the creation before the fall, we find God frequently and personally
communing with Adam, whose mind, in that pure and sinless state, was better calculated to receive the
communication of spiritual and divine knowledge, and to bear a constant contemplation of the perfect
attributes of the Divinity, than any of his fallen race. And after the fall, we are told of Cain and Abel,
worshiping the God of Heaven; one in an acceptable manner, by offering his devotions through victims
slain on the altar, before man fed on the flesh of beasts; thus pre-figuring him who was to 
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come, as the great propitiatry sacrifice. The other, in a very unacceptable manner, by refusing obedience
to the revealed will of his Maker, and preferring the Woodless productions of the earth, raised by his own
labour, as at least equal in the sight of God. The issue was answerable to the tempers and conduct of the
men, and one sinful act begat another; impiety in principle, soon producing extreme cruelty in action; a
brother was found shedding a brother's Wood. 

Adam then, being instructed in the will of his Creator, in a much higher and more spiritual manner than
any of his descendants, must have taught his children, and his childrens' children, for many generations,
with anxious solicitude, the words and expectations of eternal life. 

If we proceed a step farther, we shall find Enoch walking with God -- the children of Seth distinguished
from the children of Cain, by the appellation of the sons of God. 

Noah receives an express revelation from God, relating to the flood, when he complains that his Spirit
should not always strive with men. 

As a good man, Noah must have carefully in-structed his children in the principles and knowledge of the
true worship of their Maker; and at the dispersion of Babel, this knowledge must have been carried by
every separate party to the several nations of the earth, which were founded by them, especially in the
line of Shem. * 
__________
* Sanchoncathan calls Shem, by the name of Magus, as the prince of the order of the Magi, or wise men,
who were the first, and patriarchal priests after the flood. 
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Hence if we examine into the first principles every religion in the world, before they were debased and
profaned by the ignorance, arts or designs of those men who were intrusted with the public instruction,
we shall discover evident traits of the trad religion as revealed to Adam, Enoch, Seth, and Noah. 

Their posterity did certainly receive by tradition and hieroglyphics, (the only modes of perpetuating facts
and events known to the world before the invention of letters) many of the essential truths of revelation. *
Abraham is agreed by all parties, both sacred and profane, to have been a holy man, and taught the
worship of the one only living and true God. He lived early enough to converse with Shem, the son of
Noah, who lived in Methuselah's day. Abraham's children, with their posterity, preserved this knowledge
and worship, and instructed all the neighbouring nations in it, both by precept and example, till the
coming of the Saviour. ** 
__________
* Mr. Henry, in his History of Great-Britain, speaking of the ancient Druids, says, "The first and purest
principles of their religion, at least descended to them, together with their language, and many other
things, from Gomer, the eldest son of Japhet, from whom the Gauls, Britons, and all the other Celtic
nations, derived their origin. For it is not to be imagined that this renowned parent of so many nations,
who was only the grandson of Noah, could be unacquainted with the knowledge of the true God, and of
the most essential principles of religion; or that he neglected to communicate this knowledge to his
immediate descendants, and they to their posterity, from age to age. But unhappily, the method by which
this religious knowledge was handed down from Gomer to his numerous pos-terity in succeeding ages,
was not well calculated to preserve it pure and uucorrupted. This was by tradition, which however limpid
it may be near its fountain head, is, like other streams, very apt to swell and become turbid in its
progress." Vol. i. fol. 92. 
** The name of Abraham hath, for many ages past, been had in great veneration all over the east, and
among all sects, so that every one of 
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Abraham was so remarkable for his purity and zeal in the service of God, and for his faith and
con-fidence in his promises, that he refused not, at the divine command, to sacrifice his only son, who
thus was held up as a striking figure of him who was to bruise the serpent's head. As a reward for
Abraham's piety, God revealed to him, that all the earth should be blessed in his seed; or in other words,
that the promised Messiah, known by the epithet, the seed of the woman, should spring from his loins. 

Thus we have very strong evidence from the history of Moses, that the religion of Adam, Enoch, Seth,
Noah, Shem, Abraham, and his children Isaac and Jacob, led them to look to the Messiah that was to
come, the promised seed of the woman, pre-figured in all their sacrifices and oblations of blood shed
upon their altars. 

This is the only rational account of the prevalence of so strange a mode of worshipping the beneficent
Creator of the Heavens and the earth, unaccountable in any other view than as it was designed to show
forth the great sacrifice of the Messiah, in offering himself up for the sins of his people. 

Now with what propriety could these eminent servants of God have uniformly continued in this 
__________
them have thought it would give reputation to them, could they entitle themselves to him. For not only
the Jews, the Magians, and the Mahometans, but the Sabians and the East-Indians, all challenge him to
themselves, as the great patriarch and founder of their several sects, every one pretending their religion is



the same that Abraham professed. The veneration for Abraham in those parts, proceeded from the great
fame of hit piety, which was (it is supposed) there spread among them, by the [[ites]] in their dispersion
all over the east, first on the Assyrian, and after the Babylonish captivity, Prideaux's Connot. vol. i. 225. 
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mode of worship, as evidencing their faith and hope in him that was thus to come; or have any
confidence in his sufficiency for their redemption, unless they had been instructed by a divine revelation
in this mysterious doctrine, which, from all their conduct, it appears they were. 

Abraham retained the knowledge and worship of the true God, amidst all the idolatry of his country, and
at last separated himself and family from the contagion of their example, by removing into a distant land,
not before inhabited. 

In the process of time, Joseph, his great grand-son, by the special providence of God, became governor
and lord of all Egypt; and from the purity and holiness of his. character, must have made use of his
grandeur, power, and influence, to spread the truth throughout that populous country; and this must have
had great weight, not only from his example, but from the truth of his predictions, and the distress that
afterwards came upon that people from the severity of a seven years famine. 

These doctrines must have greatly prevailed, by the addition of Jacob and his family to the inhabitants of
Egypt. Hence, upon a careful examination into antiquity, we shall find, that Egypt afterwards became the
divinity school of all the surrounding nations, and especially the Greeks. Into their religions, however
different from each other in detail, the great principles of revelation must originally have been ingrafted,
though afterwards greatly darkened and debased by the inventions of philosophers and the superstition of
priests, to make them acceptable to the mass of 
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the common people, who were extremely ignorant and perverse. 

If this reasoning be just, history and the works of of the ancients must throw some light on this subject;
and considering the tempers of the author of the Age of Reason and his disciples, it may be prudent, in
the first place, to trace the necessary facts from heathen antiquity, as they may have more influence than
any thing from a purer source, and as at the same time they will greatly corroborate the Mosaic history. 

We are informed by the earliest Egyptian histories, that about the time of Abraham, the Egyptians had
their first king, who was called Zoroaster Misfaim, by some Misra, and by others Osiris. He is said to
have reigned about two thousand years before the Christian aera. 

Afterwards came the famous Hermes-trismegis, Tus, or Taut, or Thoth, by whom the first Egyptian
pyramids were raised. Many authors have supposed this Hermes to have been Moses, but the late Mr.
Bryant (as we are informed by an elegant, learned and able writer) very satisfactorily contends, "that he
was no other than the patriarch Joseph. He is persuaded that the Osarsiph of the Egyptians, one of the
names by which Hermes was called, if Manetho, their earliest historian may be credited, is nothing else
but a mistake in arrangement, for Sar-Oseph, or Lord Joseph of the bible. And if another name by which
Hermes was known, as some ancient authors have asserted, was Siphoas, Mr. Bryant thinks it a similar
confusion of the letters; for what saith he, is Siphoas, but Aosiph misplaced, which is the Egyptian name
of Joseph." But, however the truth may be, the argument; 
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is strong, that the Egyptians derived several important branches of divine revelation from the patriarchs,
as will now appear from the character of Hermes. 

Diodorus Siculus bestows the highest encomiums on Hermes-trismegistus as the founder of all the
Egyptian learning, and it is said that he received his name from his teaching the explicit doctrine of the
Trinity. * 

The Chronicum Alexandrinum, quoted by Kircher, relates, that there lived among the Egyptians, the first
of the family of Charm Sesostris, that is a branch of Osiris, a man venerable for his wisdom and
admirable learning, who held that there were three principal powers, virtues, or forms in God -- that the
name of the ineffable Creator, implied one Deity, for which reason, this wise man was called
Hermes-tris-megistus. ** 

Suidas, another profane historian, in his historical Greek Lexicon, says, "that Hermes-trismegistus the
wise Egyptian, flourished before Pharaoh (supposed to be the oppressor of the Israelites) and that he was
so named, because he asserted, that there was a Trinity, and that in the Trinity there was but one Deity. 
__________
* The Caduceus of Hermes, is adorned with the old Egyptian symbol of Deity, the globe, wings, and
serpent; and is described by the ancients as producing three leaves together, a sacred trefoil, intimating
the three-Ibid distinction in the Deity, for which he was so strenuous an advocate. Thus Homer, in the
Hymn to Mercury, calls it the golden three leafed wand. -- Ind. Ant. 811. 
** Kircher also informs us, that the Egyptians actually made use of the equilateral triangle, as a symbol
to describe the Deity in his threefold capacity. in Oedip. Egypt. vol. 2. page 24. 
*** Suidas. in Verb. Epung. 
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We are told by Tertullian and Lactantius, that Tris-megistus and the Sybils had obtained a tradition, that
God created all things by his Co-omnipotent Son: and the Christian Greeks emphatically call Christ the
Logos, meaning both speech and reason, because he is the voice and wisdom of God, Lactantius
particularly observes, that the philosophers had some idea of this grand truth; and that Zeno, the father of
the porch, calls the creator of the world Logos, which he also terms Fate and God and the Mind of Jove. 

In short, all the very ancient accounts of the Egyptians confirm this fact; that they were acquainted with
the doctrine of a trinity in the divine Being, 

So in the first chapter of Hermes Paemander,he represents God as saying, "I am Light and I am Mind,
even thy God -- older than moist or fruitful nature, which he created from darkness; and the Son of God
is that glorious Word, which came forth from the Mind. The Word of God, sees and hears whatever is in
thee : but the Mind is God the Father. These however do not differ between themselves or in essence; and
the union of both is the union of life." He further treats of the Word, which he uniformly calls, the Son of
God, as co-essential and co-eternal with the Father, and as the creator of all things -- and he speaks of the
Divine Spirit, as the nourisher and im-parter of life; and the supporter and ruler of all other spirits. He
addresses the three persons together, and concludes his address with this remarkable expression, which
gives the reason of it, " O Lord thou art one God." 

The learned Mornaeus observes, that Hermes-trismegistus uses the same words, in explaining the trinity,
as were afterwards used by the apostle John. 
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If we examine the most ancient heathen historian Sanchoniathan, who flourished near thirteen hundred
years before Christ, we shall find him confirming this truth, that the neighbouring nations, had the same
principles of religion. 

In his Phaenician history, in explaining the hieroglyphics of their worship, he says, "Jove is a winged
sphere, out of which a serpent is brought forth. The circle implies the divine nature, without beginning or
end. The Serpent shows his Word which animates and fructifies the world; and the wings refer to the
Spirit of God, which vivifies the world by his motion." This fact is confirmed by Dr. Stukely, a British
author, who wrote about seventy years ago. 

In that part of his work stiled Aubury, he says, "we learn repeatedly from Sanchoniathan, Porphyry, and
other ancient authors quoted by Eusebius in the Praeparatio Evangelica, that the first sages of the world
had just and true notions of the nature of the Deity, conformable to those of the Christians; that in their
hieroglyphic way of writing, they designated the Deity and his mysterious nature by the sacred figure of
the circle, serpent and wings. Of these the circle meant the fountain of all Being; for this being the most
perfect and comprehensive of all geometrical figures, they designed it for the symbol of the First and
Supreme Being; whose resem-blance we cannot find; whose centre is every where, and whose
circumference is no where. The serpent symbolized the Son, or first divine emanation from the Supreme.
This they called by the name of Ptha, which is derived from the Hebrew, meaning the Word. The wings
symbolized that divine person 
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or emanation from the former, commonly called Anima Mundi; but the Egyptians called him Knepth,
which in Hebrew signifies winged." He further says, "This symbol of the snake and circle, which is the
picture on the temple at Abury, we see on innumerable Egyptian monuments -- always it holds the
uppermost, the first and chief place; which shows its high dignity." 

He can by no means admit this to be an Egyptian invention. "The Egyptians took this, and hieroglyphic
writing, in general, from the common ancestors of mankind. This is sufficiently proved from the
universality of the thing, reaching from China in the East to Britain in the West, and into America 

Aristotle in his first Book, De Caelo et Mundo, ch. 2d. s. 2d numb. 10, says, "That he, together with
others, offered a threefold sacrifice to the gods, in acknowledgment of the threefold perfection
discovered in them." And again speaking of the number three, "therefore we make use of this number, in
celebrating the sacrifices of the gods: nature itself seeming to have pointed it out, as the most perfect of
all." 

That the later philosophers received the first principles of their mythology from the Egyptians, is proved
from Iamblichus another heathen author, who was a Syrian, and a disciple of Porphyry the great enemy
of Christianity, and Preceptor to Julian the apostate. In his book of the Egyptian mysteries he says, "if
you would propose any difficulty in philosophy 
__________
* Stukely's Abury, page 56. 
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(which then principally meant religion) we will decide the matter by those ancient columns of Her-mes,
upon which Plato, and before him Pythagoras, formed the principles of their philosophy." And Justin
Martyr, who was not only a zealous Christian, but a learned philosopher of near the apostolic age, deeply
skilled in the mythology of heathen antiquity, asserts that the doctrine of the Trinity was known to Plato
and the other philosophers. * 

Procleus, an heathen philosopher, asserts of the Trinity as contained in ike Chaldaic Oracles, that it was
at first a theology of Divine revelation, or a Divine cabala (tradition); to wit, among the Hebrews first
and from them afterwards comnmnicated to the Egyptians and other nations. ** 

Plotinus, another heathen philosopher, asserts, "that the doctrine of a Trinity was an ancient opinion
before Plato's time, and delivered down by the Pythagoreans to the Platonists -- and Josephus, in his tract
against Apion, says, that Pythagoras was well acquainted with the Jewish rites and introduced many of
them into his philosophy. *** 

Chalcidius, the disciple of Plato, distinguished the divine nature into the Father -- the Son and Creator of
the world -- the Spirit which enlivens. The first arranging -- the second commanding -- and the third
actuating all things. **** 

Thus stands the testimony from antiquity, which is here adduced, not to show the correctness of their
knowledge of the divine nature, but that they received 
__________
* 2d. Apol. 73.
** Cudworth, Intel. Syst. lib. 1. ch. 4. 
*** Lib. 1. 
**** Cudworth, Lib. 1. ch. 1. page 22. 
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the general doctrine from the Egyptians; who received it from the Hebrews, who originally recieved it
from Abraham, who received it from Shem, who received it from Noah, or rather perhaps Methuselah,
who received it from Adam, who must have received it by divine revelation from God himself. Let us
now look into more modern histories, and see if we cannot find these facts confirmed by their authority
also. Persia being the country from which the Magi or wise men, who visited our Saviour at his birth, are
supposed to have come, and in which Daniel, with others of the Hebrew prophets, had been resident, *
we will look into their history, as published by the learned Dr. Hyde, Hebrew and Arabic professor in the
University of Oxford, in his Historia religionis veterum Persarum, aorumque Magorum. Here we find that
there still exists in that ancient Country, a sect of the Persians, who strictly adhere to their original
principles in the midst of established Mahometism, and live separately from the rest of the inhabitants, as
much as possible, in order to preserve their purity. They worship one only God, of whom they seem to
entertain very just notions, although some mix with them, too great a reverence for the stars and planets,
bordering on Sabaism. It seems that they received the principles of their religion from Shem and Elam,
who were their great ancestors. That in process of 
__________
* From the time of the Babylonish captivity we find the Jews dispersed through all the provinces of the
Persian monarchy, and that in great numbers; and many people of the land becoming Jews: and after their
return they were scattered through Africa, Asia and many Cities and Islands of Europe. Josephus tells us,



that wherever they dwelt they made many proselytes -- See Esther 3d. ch. 8.-13. 9th ch. 2d v. Jos, Antiq.
lib. 14. ch. 12. Stackhouse, vol. i. N. T. 196 

[ 112 ]

time, having degenerated into Sabaism, Abraham recovered them from their errors, and restored the
worship of the true God. They greatly boast of Abraham, and call their religion, the religion of Abraham.
We know that Abraham conquered Cherdelaomer, king of Persia. It is probable, therefore, that he, with
his allies, embraced the religion of the conqueror, which was common in former clays, and that their
example was followed by his people. 

Dr. Hyde found it very difficult to obtain a correct knowledge of the present principles of their religion,
as their great prophet Zoroaster, (of which name there are many in different nations) had expressly
prohibited the instruction of strangers in their language or religion. Dr. Hyde, however, interested a
friend who lived in Persia, to gain information on this head from their priests, if possible, and particularly
as to the worship they pay to Mithra, (whom they term the Triplasian, or three-fold Mythras.) * He was
answered, that the Persian priests positively denied, that they paid any divine worship to the Sun, Moon,
or Stars -- That they only turned to them when they prayed, because they resembled fire, which they
consider as an emblem of the Deity, but that they do not worship them. They regard the Sun as the image
of God; and some suppose it to be the place of his more immediate residence; others, that it was the seat
of the blessed; but they insist that they worship God alone. They are acquainted with the history of the
creation -- Adam and Eve -- the deluge -- Moses and Solomon. 
__________
* Dionysius, the Pseudo-areopagite, says, "The Persian Magi to this very day celebrate a festival
solemnity, in honour of the Triplasian. or three-fold Mythras. Cudw. Intel. Syst. ch. iv. page 288. 
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They style Moses "the ruddy shepherd, who holds a staff or rod," In short, Dr. Hyde clearly shows, that
they have continually believed in one God, almighty and eternal, possessed of all those perfections which
Christians ascribe to him. They believe in an universal resurrection, both of the good and bad, and a last
judgment, in which every one will receive accord-ing to his works. They believe that they offend God
every day; but they protest that they repent of all their sins, both of mind and body, in thought, word and
action. They do not fast, alledging, that true fasting consists in an abstinence from all sin. Some fix the
state of happiness in the sun; but others suppose that, after the resurrection, the blessed will live on this
earth, which shall be renewed after a general conflagration. Dr. Hyde, with other learned writers, believes
that the birth of Christ was made known to the Persians, they having persevered in the worship of the one
true God. * Daniel and other prophets had been 
__________
* Arnobius, who wrote in the third century, says, that the name of Christ reigns among the Indians, the
Persians, the Serae, (or the Chinese) and all the islands and provinces, which are visited by the rising or
setting sun; yea, and in Rome itself, the empress of all. Lib. ii. fol. 23. 
Since the late discoveries in the East-Indies, which Mr. Maurice, whose invaluable work I am reading
while this is printing, has so advantageously set before the public view, it appears that even the Cross has
been had in great reverence from time immemorial, among the nations of the east, though they have not
preserved the original design of it. He says, "Even the form of the Cross, as allusive to the four elements,
was no unusual symbol in the Pagan world," and indeed Tavernier describes two of the principal pagodas
of India, Benares and Matbura, as erected in the form of vast crosses, of which each wing is equal in
extent. Let not the piety of the Catholic Christian be offended at this assertion, that the Cross was one of
the most usual symbols among the hieroglyphics of Egypt and India. Equally honored in the Gentile and



the Christian world, this emblem of universal nature -- of that world, to whose four quarters its diverging
radii 
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in their country, and might have left the knowledge of the expected Messiah. The prophecies of the
Old-Testament was not unknown to them; and Zoroaster, who assumed the title of their great prophet,
and lived in the time of Darius Hystaspes, though a Persian by birth, yet, from the poverty of his father, is
said to have become a servant to Esdrass, the great Hebrew prophet, from whom he got many principles
of the Jewish religion, and particularly the plan of reforming the religion of his country. The Persians
have also a very ancient book still extant among them, older than Zoroaster, entitled, The Eternal
Wisdom, which shows their original worship to have been that of the true God. And a Chaldean or
Persian oracle, quoted from Damascius, by Patritius, shows that they 
__________
pointed, decorated the hands of most of the sculptured images in the for-mer country: and in the latter,
stamped its form upon the most majestic of the shrines of their deities. It repeatedly occurs on the
pamphilian and other obelisks; and the antiquarians, Kircher and Montfaucon, have both honoured it with
particular notice. 
The Cruxansata of Hermes, is represented by the former as a most sublime hieroglyphic, as a most
mysterious and powerful amulet, endowed with an astonishing virtue, and as exhibiting one of the most
complete mathematical figures, "babentem longitudinem atque latitudinem, et quar-tuar angulos rectos, i.
e. possessing at once both length and breadth, and having four right angles," at once allusive to the four
cardinal points of the world, and typical of the four elements." And again, after stating a number of
symbolical representations of the four elements, he adds, "All these figures thus emblematical of the
elements, which are highly worthy a minute examination, bear the hallowed Cross, by which they were
collectively and strikingly represented," Indian Antiquities, page 359, 360, 361. 
If the Cross, thus inscribed on these ancient hieroglyphics, appropria-ted to the Gentile worship, should
only be allowed to be descriptive of the four elements and four quarters of the world, what a noble idea
does it give us of the universality of that salvation which was wrought out for guilty man by Christ Jesus
expiring upon it 
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believed a Trinity in the godhead. It is in these words -- "In the whole world shineth forth a Triad, or
Trinity, which is a perfect monad or unity." * 

A volume might be filled with proofs of this kind, but I shall conclude the testimony on this head, with
but one instance more, and proceed to the Chinese, whose mythology, though very old, has been known
but a short time to the inhabitants of Europe. 

Dr. Parsons, in his Remains of Japhet, has given a curious explanation of a Siberian medal, in the cabinet
of the late empress of all the Russias, found in an old ruined chapel, near the river Kemptschyk,
contained in a memoir of Col. Grant. "The design of this medal, exhibits the idea, which the lamas, or
high priests of the country called Tibet, have beyond all memorial, entertained among themselves,
concerning the godhead. On one side of this extraordinary medal is a representation of the Deity, with
three heads and one body, evidently designed to convey the notion of a Trinity in unity. On the reverse is
an inscription in the Magogian language, and translated by the colonel into Latin, thus: "Alma imago
sancta Dei in Tribus imaginibus hisce; colligite sanctam Volun-tatem Dei ex illis; diligite eum" -- that is,
"The pure holy image of the Deity is under these three forms; gather ye the holy will of God from them;
and love him." They hereby acknowledge one Divinity, which consists of three persons, equal among



themselves; each of infinite wisdom and power; all three of a beneficent nature; inseparable in one spirit;
constituting 
__________
* Vol. ii. Philos. Princip. 123. 
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but one Being, infinitely wise and powerful, the Creator and Ordainer of all things." * 

It is a fact very remarkable, and not easily to be accounted for by infidels, that all the heathen writers,
who have mentioned the subject, unanimously concur in imputing the creation of the world to the word
of the Deity, which so closely corresponds with the language of the Scriptures, This is an argument of its
original derivation from those who knew the truths of God by his own revelation. Hence the apostle,
speaking of the heathen, says, "Because that which may be known of God, was manifested to them, (as in
the margin of the Bible) for God hath shewed it unto them -- when they knew God, they glorified him not
as God." ** 

The Chinese are the most ancient people we know of unmixed with other nations. They have a sacred 
__________
* Ch. vii. page 184. 
Mr. Maurice on this medal says, "From India, if we direct our eyes northward to the great empires of
Tangut and Thibet, and over the vast Tartarian desarts to Siberia itself, we shall find the same sentiments
(relating to the Trinity) predominate. In the former country, if the authors quoted in Parson's Remains of
Japhet may be credited, medals, having the figure of the Triune Deity stamped upon them, are given to
the people by the Delai-Lama, who unites in his own person the hierarchal and regal character, to be
suspended as a holy object around their necks, or conspicuously elevated in the chapels where they
perform their devotion." With respect to the Tartars and Siberians, Van Strahleaburgh, after remarking
how universal a veneration prevails through all Northern Tartary for the sacred number three, acquaints
us, "That a race of Tartars, called Jakathi, who are idolators, and the most numerous people of all Siberia,
adore, in fact, only one indivisible God, under three different deno-minations, Artugon, Schugo-Tugon,
Tangara; the first of which Col. Grant translates, Creator of all things; the second, the God of armies; and
the third he venders, Amor ab utroque procedens, the Spirit of Heavenly Love, proceeding from the two
former." Ind. Antiq. page 775. 
** Romans, ch. i. 19, 20. 
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book called King, in which, if we may trust the translations from their language, "God is named Changti"
or the Sovereign Emperor; and Tien, the supreme Heaven, the self-existent Unity, who is present every
where, and who produced all things by his power. Tehu-hi, in commenting upon these expressions, says,
"The Supreme Unity is most simple and without composition -- He lasts from all eternity without
Interruption -- He is ancient and new -- He is the source of all motion and the root of all action." * In the
book Tonchu we read, "The source and root of all is one. This self-existent Unity produces necessarily a
second; the first and second, by their union, produces a third; in fine, these three produce all." One of
their commentators, called Lopi, says, "That the Unity is triple, and this triplicity, one." Laostee, another
commentator, in his fourteenth chapter, called Tsanhuen, or the Eulogium of Hidden Wisdom, says, "He
that produced all, and is himself unproduced, is what we call Hi. He that gives light and knowledge to all
things, and is himself invisible, is what we call Yi. He that is present every where, and animates all
things, though we do not feel him, is called Ouei. Thou wilt in vain interrogate sense and imagination
about these three, for they can make thee no answer -- contemplate by the pure Spirit alone, and thou wilt



comprehend that these three are but one." Li-yong, in commenting upon this passage of Laostee, says, Hi,
Yi, Ouei, have no name, colour, nor figure. They are united in the same spiritual abyss, and by a
borrowed name they are called Unity; 
__________
* Philos. Prin vol. ii. 40. 
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this Unity, however, is not a bare Unity, but an Unity that is triple, and a triplicity that is one." * 

If we pass to the East-Indies, there we find from the latest discoveries, by the learned Sir William Jones,
that the Hindoos have always had a sacred tri-literal name, as only applicable to the Supreme Be-ing,
which must have been the consequence of traditions handed down from Noah. The name is O. U, M. ** 

These few instances, out of a thousand that might have been adduced, may suffice to shew our 
__________
* Phil. Princip. vol. ii. 120. 
** Since this work has been prepared for the press, the author has accidentally met with the first volume
of Mr. Maurice's Indian Antiquities, wherein to his great surprize, and greater pleasure, he finds Mr.
Maurice ably supporting the same doctrines from the latest discoveries in the East-Indies, since Sir
William Jones's observations above quoted. His words are -- "A species of Trinity forms a constant and
prominent feature in nearly all the systems of Oriental theology." 
"This extensive and interesting subject engrosses a considerable portion of this work, and my anxiety to
prepare the public mind to receive with indulgence, my efforts to elucidate so mysterious a point of
theology, induces me to remind the candid reader, that visible traces of this doctrine are discovered, not
only in the three principles of the Chaldaic theology; in the triplasian Mithra of Persia; in the triad
Bhrahma, Veshna and Sceva of India, where it evidently was promalged in the Geeta fifteen hundred
years before the birth of Plato; but in the Numen triplex of Japan; in the inscription upon the famous
medal found in the deserts of Siberia, "to the Triune God," to be seen at this day in the invaluable cabinet
of the empress at Petersburgh; in the Tanga-Tanga, or three in one, of the South-Americans; and finally,
without mentioning the vestiges of it in Greece, in. the symbol of the wing, the globe, and the serpent,
conspicuous on most of the ancient temples in Upper Egypt." And again in his 6th vol. p. 65, he observes,
"That the Druids represented him (their Hermes or Taut or Theutates) and the peculiar allegorical
delineation of the doctrines which he taught the Oriental world, in the figure of the orb, serpent and
wings, which is engraved in not less conspicuous characters on the extensive plains of Abury, in
Wiltshire, (Great-Britain) than the Thebais of ancient Egypt." 
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author's incorrectness, though it may not be amiss, for general information, to add, in confirmation, some
quotations, as cited by the excellent and learned author of the Horae Solitariae, 

Augustine Philastrus says, "That the doctrine of the Trinity was esteemed as ancient as the world., and
reputed an heresy to think the contrary." Au-gustine positively declares, "That the substance of what is
now called the Christian religion, was maintained by the ancient believers, and existed from the very
beginning of human nature." God's people were Christians, even in the time of the Patriarchs, [[*]] and so
denominated by God himself, in Psalms, 5th chap. 5th ver. "Touch not my anointed," or Christians, (both
words having one meaning) "and do my prophets no harm." And Philastrus, bishop of Brixen, says, "That
the Trinity of Christianity was asserted from the foundation of the world." 



Thus stands the testimony, taken very briefly from the principles of the heathen mythology handed down
by tradition from Noah. We will now proceed to the Jewish tenets on this subject, as they are contained
in their sacred books, and their best writers, before Christianity generally prevailed in the world. They
had this doctrine, as has already appeared, regularly handed down to them, from the same source of
Divine revelation. Their Scriptures are full of it; otherwise with what propriety could John the Baptist,
our Lord himself, and his apostles after his resurrection, so freely use the terms Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, in their instructions of the people, without any previous introduction, explanation, or comment, to
reconcile their 
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hearers to so new and alarming a doctrine, if it had not been familiar to them in their own system of
religion. The Jews were so jealous of their religious principles, that they did not suffer any one to use the
ineffable name of Jehovah, but on the most solemn and awful occasions. 

There are thirty different places in the book of Genesis -- one hundred in the law, and five hundred
throughout the Old-Testament, where the words Elohim or Alehim, Eloheka and Adonai, (Gods, the Lord
thy Gods) are made use of. All three of the Trinity are equally called Jehovah, the self-existent or the
eternal Being, with the difference of a termination -- as Jehovah-ab -- Jehovah-el -- Jehovah-ruach
although our translators have not thought proper to make the necessary distinction. The sacred Scriptures
of the Jews contain many other instances to our purpose on this subject. Abraham calls one of the three
Beings, who came to him before the destruction of Sodom, "The Almighty God, the judge of all the
earth." Jacob, in his journey to Canaan, at Mahanaim, called the place Peniel, because he had seen God
face to face. Moses beheld the Lord in the burning bush. The whole process at Mount Sinai, shows that it
was Jehovah-el, who met Moses there. "Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy
of the elders of Israel -- and they saw the God of Israel, and there was under his feet, as it were, a paved
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of Heaven in its clearness -- also they saw God, and did
eat and drink." 

Now no reasonable man will assert, that the essential, infinite, unveiled essence of the Deity, was 
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seen by these holy men of old, or that any created being ever conversed with the pure and spiritual nature
of God, or beheld him face to face. But all these glorious displays of Jehovah-el, in his communication
with his ancient people, were that of the Word or Logos, in his glorified body, before his incarnation; for
Christ himself expressly prays, "That he may be glorified with the glory which he had before the world
was;" * and the apostles declare, that "They beheld his glory as that of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth. ** In the 2d Psalm, David says, "That the kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and his Christ, or anointed. The Lord hath said unto me,
thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee. Kiss the Son, lest he be an-gry -- blessed are all they that
put their trust in him." Again, "The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool" *** This is translated in the Targum, "The Lord said unto his word." So in
Proverbs, xxx. 4. "What is God's name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell." To the like purpose
is Isaiah, xi. 1. 2. -- "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots, and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding."
And again, "Thus saith Jehovah the Redeemer, the Lord of hosts; I am the first and I am the last, and
beside me there is no God;" and in chap. xlviii. 16, 17, "And now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent
me." And 
__________



* John, xvii. 5. 
** John, i. 14. 
*** Psalm cx. 1., 
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in chap. xliv. 24, " Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the holy one of Israel, I am the Lord thy God."
Isaiah, lv. 5. "Thy Makers are thy Husbands, the Lord of Hosts is his name." And in chap. lix. 19, "When
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him." In chap.
lxi. 1. "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me." In the 2d book of Esdras, chap. xiii. 32, "And then shall
my Son be revealed, whom thou sawest go up as a man." Ibid, 37. "And this, my Son, shall rebuke the
wicked inven-tions of the nations." Wisdom, chap. ix. 1, "O God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, who
hath made all things by thy Word" So, in Ecclesiasticus, chap. xxiv. 3, 9, speaking of Wisdom, "I am
come out of the mouth of the Most High; he created me from the beginning, before the world was."
Again, chap. li. 10, "I called upon the Lord, the father of my Lord." Wisdom of Solomon, chap. xviii. 15,
"Thine Almighty Word leaped down from Heaven, out of thy royal throne." In chap. vii. 25, 26, speaking
of Wisdom, "For she is the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory of
the Almighty -- for she is the brightness of the everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of the power of
God, and the image of his goodness; and being but one, she can do all things." Judith, chap. xvi. 14.
"Thou didst send forth thy Spirit, and it created them." 

And to those who may not be inclined to credit the assertion that this doctrine was known in Palestine, a
learned author already quoted, begs leave to propose the following Symbol, by which the ancient 
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Jews were accustomed to designate the ineffable name Jehovah, in manuscripts of the most venerable
antiquity, for their serious reflection. | * T * | This symbol is a characteristical representation of a Trinity
in unity. The former represented by three Jods, denoting the three hypostases or persons in the Divine
essence; the Jod being the known character of that Jehovah, of whose name, in Hebrew, it constitutes the
first sacred letter. The latter is shadowed out by the circle that surrounds them, as well as by the point
Kametz, T, subjoined to the three Jods, which denotes the essential unity, common to the three
hypostases. This symbol is to be found in the writings of the younger Buxtorf, one of the profoundest
critics in Hebrew literature, that ever flourished out of the Jewish church, and it is likewise preserved in
that curious repository of Oriental antiquities, the Oedipus Egyptiacus of Athanasius Kircher. The first
asserts, that in the ancient Chaldee paraphrases, kept sacred from the vulgar by the Jewish doctors, the
name Jehovah is thus designated. And the second declares, that he himself has seen that name thus
invariably characterized in all the ancient Hebrew manuscripts of the Old-Testament in the Vatican." 

But the Jewish writers themselves confirm this idea, when they are considering this very subject. Philo,
one of their most learned men, (as Dr. Allix asserts) acknowledges a generation in God from eternity. He
says, in many different places, "That God begets the Word in himself -- that this Word is Wis-dom, and
that this Wisdom is the eternal Son of God 
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That God is called the God of Gods, not with relation to created intelligences, whether human, angelical;
or seraphical, but in relation to his two consubstantial powers, which are not simple attributes, but
eternal, uncreated, infinite principles of action, represented by the two wings of the cherubim that
covered the Tabernacle." He further says, in his Treatise de Somniis, " That the Supreme Ens (i, ii v)



whom he terms Logos or the Word, sometimes put on the appearance of an angel to mankind, but that his
divine nature remained ever unchangeable. Philo expressly calls the Logos ??? God, and in one place
uses the remarkable expression ???, the second God." * 

The Targum of Jonathan affirms it was the Logos who spake to Moses, the same who spake and the
world was made. This Targum was written 30 years before the Christian aera. 

The Chaldee Paraphrasts and Targumists, speak in the same manner—they ascribe to the Word, the
creation of the world, the pardon of sin, and the medi-ating between God the Father and the creatures.
The Cabalistical Jews, of a still later date, and who have recorded all the traditions of the patriarchs, &c.
hold the same doctrine. "They fix the number of three persons in the Divine essence -- they speak of the
emanation pf the two last from the first; and say that the third proceeds from the first, by the second.
They call the first Eusoph and Kather; the second, Memra or Cbocbbma; the third Binah. 

The learned Kircher gives many reasons to show, that the ancient Jews, and the later Cabalists, derived 
__________
* Philo. Judaei apud Euseb. 190. 
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their knowledge of the Trinity, by a continued tradition from the first patriarchs, and he cites the Jetzirah,
(a book which the Jews ascribe to Abraham himself, but which is said to have been written by a rabbi of
the name of Abraham, a very ancient Cabalist) where the first person is described as Kather the crown, or
profound intelligence --the second person, as Cbocbbma or Wisdom, or the intelligence illuminating --
and the third person, as Binah, or the sanctifying intelligence; the builder of faith, and the author of it.
The ancient Jewish prayer, called Hosanna Rabba, or the Great Hosanna, publicly sung on the last day of
the feast of Tabernacles, proves this -- "For thy sake, O our Creator, Hosanna -- for thy sake, O our
Redeemer, Hosanna -- for thy sake, O our Seeker, Hosanna." So the great benediction which was
pronounced under the law, by Aaron and his sons -- "Jehovah bless thee and keep thee -- Jehovah make
his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee -- Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace." Similar to the Christian baptism -- (The Father is here, the author of blessing and
preservation -- grace and illumination are from the Son, by whom we have the light of the know-ledge of
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ -- peace is the gift of the Spirit, whose name is the.
Comforter.) * 

The learned Mornaeus says, "That it was once the received doctrine, and the true cabala of the Jew-ish
schools, that the famous words of the 42 letters, used as an expository name of the great triliteral 
__________
* Jones's Cath. Doct. of the Trinity, page 61, 3d edition. 
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name, or Jehovah, which was not allowed the Jews to pronounce, was explained to have been, the Father
is God -- the Son is God -- the Holy Spirit is God -- three in one, and one in three." 

The Rabbi Ibba, who is said to have lived long before Christ, and who is quoted in the book Zoder,
written by Simeon Ben Jochai before the Talmud, as the Jews confess, if not before the Christian aera, in
descanting upon Deutronomy, vi. 4. "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord," urges, "That the first
Jehovah is God the Father -- the second is God the Son, for so he is called by the prophet, Immanuel; or
God with us -- the third word Jehovah, is God the Holy Ghost -- and the fourth word one, is to show the



unity of essence in this plurality of persons." * Many of the Cabalists used the same names of Father,
Son, and Spirit, for the three hypostases, (declaring at the same time, that the doctrine of the persons in
the Trinity, by no means opposed that of the essence in unity. ** 

Gallatinus cites a comment of Rabbi Isaac Arama, upon the 110th Psalm, which is peculiarly explicit:
"From the womb of the morning is the dew of thy birth." "We do not find," says he, "any man, although a
prophet, whose birth is predicted before the birth of his father and mother, excepting the Messiah, our
just one; and therefore," he says, "from the womb of the morning is the dew of thy birth;" that is, thy
birth is foretold long before the womb of her that bear thee was created. To this agrees what is said in
Psalms lxxii. 17 -- "His name, 
__________
* Grot, de ver Rel. Christ. lib. v. chap. xxi.
** Hor. Sol. S60. 
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the begotten, or Son, is before the Sun," which implies' that before the Sun was created, the name (or
person) of our Messiah, subsisted and was established, and that he sat at the right hand of God. * 

The Jews, before the advent of Christ, often ex-plained themselves on this subject, though the modern
Jews since have concealed as much as possible, the writings of their ancestors, or mutilated them lest
they should be brought in evidence against them. On this ground the learned Pocock defends Galatinus,
who quoted many testimonies from the ancient Jews, which cannot now be obtained. And the famous
Picus, earl of Mirandola, whose honour and integrity are not candidly to be doubted, professed to have
read (about 300 years ago) some very ancient Jewish manuscripts, which he purchased of a Jew at a very
high rate, and in which he found the mystery of the Trinity -- the incarnation of the word -- the divinity of
the Messiah, and many articles of our faith. ** There are many other proofs of this point, but the
following shall suffice. Rabbi Simeon Ben Jochai, treating of the name Aloheim, says, "Come and see the
mystery of this word. There are three degrees or affinities, and each degree is to be distinguished by
itself; but the three are one, and united to each other in one, nor is one to be divided from another." The
same Rabbi, and Jonathan, the Chaldee paraphrast, who both wrote many years before Christ,
commenting on the 6th chap. Isaiah, 1st ver. where the Lord (Adonai) is represented as sitting upon a 
__________
* Gal. de Arc. Cath. Verit. lib. iii. ch. 17. 
** Leusd. Phil. Heb. Diec. 26. Maimon. More Nov. ch. 62. 
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throne, applies the passage to the Messiah; and the former of them has this remarkable exposition of the
thrice holy, in the 3d verse -- "Holy, that is the Fa-ther -- Holy, that is the Son -- Holy, that is the Holy
Spirit." * 

For most of the latter authorities, as well as those of the ancients, I am indebted to the elegant, learned,
and judicious author of Horse Solitariae, already mentioned; a work worthy the attention of every learned
or pious man. 

It is wholly beside my purpose, to proceed further in the important dispute relative to the Trinity. I am
contented with knowing, that the Scriptures are the word of the ever-living God; and that therein he has
revealed to me, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in whose name I was baptized, bear record
in Heaven; and that these three are the one only infinite and eternal God, whom I am to worship, love and



adore, in spirit and in truth. It is sufficient in the present dispute, to have shown, that this doctrine
(whether true or false) was the doctrine of the Jewish church before the coming of the Saviour; not
invented first by the Christian theory, but as old as the creation; I believe I may add, as eternity. 

Had it been consistent with my plan, I should not have shrunk from a fuller inquiry into this great
mystery, as far as the nature of the question would admit; which could be only to show, that however it
may exceed, yet it is not contrary to human reason; for I think it would have puzzled my opponent to
have controverted a common principle, however 
__________
* Ant. Univ. Hist. vol. iii. folio 11. 
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far above our comprehension in its consequences, that infinite power, infinitely active, must produce an
infinite effect. But such discussion, as I have said, is beyond my purpose; and it well becomes me, a
finite creature, whose character and practice should ever be expressive of deep humility, to believe every
report of revelation, when attended with rational evidence of its divine authority; and believing, to adore
in silence what I cannot fully comprehend. I shall conclude this digression in the words of a learned
writer, whom I have often quoted. "Equally above the boldest flight of human genius to invent, as beyond
the most exalted limit of human intellect fully to comprehend, is the profound mystery of the ever blessed
trinity. -- Through successive ages it has remained impregnable to all the shafts of the most impious
ridicule, and unshaken by the bolder artil-lery of blasphemous invective. -- It is even in vain that man
essays to pierce the unfathomable arcana of the skies. -- By his limited faculties, and superficial ken, the
deep things of eternity are not to be scanned. Even among Christians the sacred trinity is more properly a
subject of belief, than of investigation, and every attempt to penetrate further into it, than God in his holy
word has revealed, is at best an injudicious, and often a dangerous effect of mistaken piety. -- It is in vain
that we make reason the umpire: that finite man, however, can form no adequate concep-tion of this great
truth, by no means implies impossibility or contradiction in the thing itself. -- This circumstance arises
from the limited nature of the human faculties. It is mere ignorance; but it is an ignorance which we can
never overcome. -- Let it ever be remembered, 
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that Christianity by no means proposes to mankind a theological code, encumbered with no difficulties,
involved in no perplexities. -- Its great mysterious truths (like most other of the ways of God) are not to
be solved by the light of nature, nor scanned by the boldest flights of human intellect. -- Neither the
trinity, nor the incarnation can be proved, nor were intended to be proved, by philosophical argu-ments. --
The word of God is the sole basis of the proofs and solutions of these stupendous doctrines. They are
wisely shielded from our view, the better to excite in us the ardor of faith, and exercise the virtues
necessary to obtain the sublime rewards which it proposes to persevering piety. -- The Almighty has been
pleased to erect mounds and ramparts, as of old at Sinai, around the abode of majesty, to ward off the
dangerous curiosity of man; he hath wrapped him-self in clouds, that we might not be consumed by the
full blaze of that glory which invests the eternal throne." * I would by no means be understood to
disparage human reason, "for, if rightly exercised, it cannot be contrary to revelation; neither can
revelation, rightly understood, be contrary to reason, though it must often exceed it; for they are both rays
from the same father of lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." ** 

I repeat it, therefore, that it is sufficient, in this investigation, to have shown the opinion of both Jews and
heathens, before the coming of Jesus Christ, and of course that our author has been wholly unacquainted
with his subject. 



__________
* Ind. Antiq. 
** Doyl's Serm. 
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Perhaps he might be content to be taught the truth from so many heathen authorities. Yet, I confess, it is
to be feared, that it is too late for him to hearken to the words of wisdom from any quarter whatever;
because, in so doing, he must acknow-ledge either his ignorance or wickedness, in asserting with so
much confidence, "That the theory of the Christian church sprung out of the tail of the hea-then
mythology, and that the Trinity of Gods that then followed, was no other than a reduction of the former
plurality, which was twenty or thirty thousand. 

If it "yet remains for reason and philosophy to abolish the amphibious fraud," it must be a very different
reason and philosophy from that of the author of the Age of Reason. It must be that of truth and
argument, neither of which have fallen to his lot. What have reason and philosophy done for near two
thousand years, but confirm the glorious doctrine of the cross of Christ, and multiply the followers of the
once despised Nazarene. A nation in our day has made the attempt to try, what our author calls, reason
and philosophy, will do without religion; and let me ask what has been the issue? The Scriptures told it
before it came to pass. "Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, assassinations, and such like." * Indeed
it seems that as a nation, having forsaken and cast off all dependence on, and acknowledgement of, a
Divine Providence, he had left them to strong delusions, 
__________
* Galat. chap. v. 20. 
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and to the accumulated miseries and distresses incident to anarchy, confusions, insurrections,
assassinations, wars and pestilence, to convince an asto-nished world what would be their portion, if once
they should be given up by God to believe a lie, and to cast off all the fear and reverence of his sacred
majesty. They seem to be set forth as full evidence to all mankind, of the truth of the prophetic
declaration, that in the latter day "false teachers should come among them, who privily should bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction; and many should follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth should
be evil spoken of -- that they should despise government -- be presumptuous, self willed; not afraid to
speak evil of dignities—they are spots and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings --
having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin -- beguiling unstable souls -- having hearts
exercised with covetous practices -- cursed children -- these are wells without water -- clouds that are
carried with a tempest, to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever -- for when they speak great
swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those who
were escaped from them; who live in error; who while they promise them liberty, they themselves are the
servants of corruption." * 
__________
* 2d Pet. chap. ii. 1st to 20th ver. 


