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ON THE
AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOKS

OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

After acknowledging the character of Jesus Christ, as already stated, our author thinks to strengthen his
opposition to our holy religion, and to gain credit to his infidelity, among those, who are not in the habit
of inquiring with accuracy for themselves, by assuring the world, "That it is impossible now, to know
who were the authors of this story of the resurrection and ascension; as it is to be assured, that the books
in which it is related, were written by the persons whose names they bear. The best surviving evidence is
the Jews, and yet they say it is not true." 

Our author thus discovers once more, either an extreme ignorance of what the advocates for Christianity
have written on this subject; or a determination to pass upon his unlearned readers, assertions which he
knows to be unfounded in truth. 

It must again be repeated, that most of the books of the New-Testament, and particularly the four
evangelists, are better vouched, and have greater evidence 
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of their authenticity, than any ancient profane history. The writers of Caesar's Commentaries, Cicero's
Orations, the Aeneid, or the Iliad, are not so well ascertained and authenticated as those of the Gospels,
the acts of the apostles, and of divers other books of the New-Testament. 

They have been verified by the church, and its learned advocates, from the times of the apostles to the
present day, with as much accuracy and precision as the nature of the thing, and the circumstances of the
times, would admit of. "The absurdity of atheism has been exposed; and the atheist driven from the field
he had the presumption to call his own, even by the very weapons which he chose for his defence. Deism
in all its forms, has been examined and detected; all its illiberal cavils have been replied to; all its
haughty pretensions confounded; and even the pertinent and momentous objections, to which the best
in-formed and best disposed of its advocates, sometimes had recourse, have been weighed with
impartiality, and refuted by argument. Those tenets, which rash and superficial inquirers had supposed to
be destitute of foundation, have been expressed with greater precision, supported by stronger proofs, and
recom-mended by new illustrations. Objections, which from their minuteness, might otherwise have been
neglected, have now received the most satisfactory answers; and doubts, which from their obscurity, and
from the modesty of those in whose minds they arose, might have remained unresolved, have been openly
examined and fairly removed. In short, every part of the great fabric of religion, has received some
distinct support or illustration, which has added to 
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the strength and beauty of the whole system." * Thus where iniquity has most abounded, grace has
abounded also. 

The excellent Dr. Lardner, to whom I am so much indebted, has with incredible labour, and the soundest
judgment, given such a complete and candid statement of the evidence on this subject, as to amount to



demonstration. To his invaluable work on the credibility of the Gospel history, for the purpose of
shortening these observations, I refer every serious inquirer after truth. He justly observes, that from the
quotations of Iraeneus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, and other writers of the second century; of
Origen in the third, and Eusebius in the fourth, it appears, that the greater part of the books which are
now received by us, and are called canonical, were universally acknowledged in their times, and had been
so, by the elders and churches of former times -- and the rest now received by us, though they were then
doubted of or contradicted, were well known and approved by many." ** 

It is to be suspected, I acknowledge, that our author has never been concerned in looking into the
evidence on which the theory of the Christian church is founded, whatever he may have done with regard
to 
__________
* White's Serm. 15—16. 
** The epistle to the Hebrews, the second epistle of Peter, the second and third of John, those of James
and Jude, and the book of the Revelalations, being published a considerable time after the greater part of
the other portions of the New-Testament had been written and received as authentic histories, and
inspired oracles by all the churches, were not all at once embraced throughout the whole extensive body
of Christians. In tome places, therefore, they were at first received with doubt, till their evidence, and the
circumstances of their publication, were thoroughly examined, since which time they have become
universally adopted. 
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the heathen mythology. To those who know him as well as I do, it will arise to more than suspicion. If it
had been otherwise, he would hardly thus have forfeited the celebrity he has obtained as a man of reading
and observation, by betraying to the world that he had gained it, by superficial harangues on popular
topics, that required little more than the suggestions of a knot of friends, who might easily supply his
indolence and inattention, for purposes they esteemed of great public importance: or perhaps with great
truth it may be said, that he has contented himself with barely copying from the Royal Infidel of Prussia,
the apostate of Fernay, or the more modern Boulanger; all of whom have done the same from
Bolingbroke, Morgan and Tindal, of the last century, whose objections to revelation were the repetitions
of many who had gone before them. 

The assertion then of our author, is like a bow shot at a venture. He may plead that he knew no better; but
this is a poor excuse for misleading his readers, who might depend on his character as an author; and
shows a very daring spirit, that will measure the truth by his own weak and uninformed standard. 

For the information then of those who doubt of this important matter, among whom our author may
properly be included, I will venture to collect a very short abstract of the testimony on which we found
our belief. 

The difficulties attending the investigation of very ancient books, as to their authors and authenticity,
might well excuse a research further than the times of those historians, who have treated the subject as a
system; which generally does not happen till many 
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years after the original transactions have taken place: and even then the general reputation among people
of information and character, and the tradition of the times, in most cases are taken for the best evidence



of which the nature of the thing is capable. But as the present dispute is of the utmost importance to the
souls of men, I shall ascend to the highest source from whence the necessary proof proceeds. 

The Bible is a word which has been in general use, among Christians, as including those writings which
are held as of divine authority. That part of it called the New-Testament, or the Gospels, which gives us
the history of the life and death of Jesus Christ, and teaches the doctrine of Salvation as delivered by him
and his disciples, consists of the four evangelists, the acts of the apostles, the epistles, and the revelation
to St. John. 

It is a collection of books written by the several persons, whose names they bear, as is asserted by
Christians in general, but denied by our adventurous author, even in the eighteenth century.

In addition to the proof, we shall presently adduce, "the excellence of the doctrines contained in the
scriptures, is an evidence of their divine authority. This is an argument which has great force,
independent of other considerations. Thus let us suppose, that the author of the Gospel that goes under
St. Matthew's name, was not known, and that it was unsupported by the writers of the primitive times; yet
such is the unaffected simplicity of the narrations, the purity of the doctrines, the sincere piety and
goodness of the sentiments, that it carries its own authority with it. And the same thing may be said in
general 
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of all the books of the Old and New-Testament; so that it seems evident, that if there were no other book
in the world besides the Bible, a man could not rea-sonably doubt of the truth of revealed religion -- "the
mouth speaks from the abundance of the heart." Mens writings and discourses must receive a tincture
from their real thoughts and designs; It is impossible to play the hypocrite in every word and expression.
This is a matter of daily observation, that cannot be allied in question; and the more any one thinks of it,
or attends to what passes in himself or others -- to the history of the human thoughts, words and actions,
and their necessary mutual connections, the more clearly will he see it. We may conclude, therefore, even
if all other arguments were set aside, that the authors of the books of the Old and New-Testaments,
whoever they were, cannot have made a false claim to divine authority. But there is also another method
of inferring the divine authority of the Scriptures, from the excellence of the doctrines contained therein;
for they contain doctrines concerning God-- a Providence -- a future state—the duty of man, &c. far more
pure and sublime than can any ways be accounted for, from the natural powers of men, circumstanced as
the sacred writers were. To set this in a clear light, let any one compare the several books of the Old and
New-Testaments with the cotemporary writers amongst the Greeks and Romans, who could not possess
less than the natural powers of the human mind; but might have had over and above some traditional
hints, derived ultimately from revelation. Let him consider whether it be possible to suppose, that Jewish
shepherds, fishermen, &c. should 
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both before and after the rise of the heathen philosophy, so far exceed the men of the greatest abilities
and accomplishments in other nations, by any other means than by divine communications. Nay, we may
say, that no writers, from the inventor of letters to the present time, are equal to the penmen of the books
of the Old and New-Testaments, in true excellence, utility and dignity; which is surely such an internal
criterion of their divine authority, as ought not to be resisted. And perhaps it never is resisted by any,
who have duly considered these books, and formed their affections and actions according to the precepts
therein delivered." * 



We will now proceed to the evidence afforded us from the history of the first and second centuries. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was crucified and rose again about the year thirty-three -- and the apostles
continued in Jerusalem till about the year forty-eight. At the time of Christ's death, and of the first
preaching of the apostles, for twenty or thirty years, there was no written system of the Salvation by
Jesus Christ. It was preached by him personally during his life, and confirmed by continual miracles, in
the presence of all the people, openly and publickly; and finally confirmed by a cruel and ignominious
death; and the fulfilment of his promise, by the descent of the Holy Spirit. Afterwards his apostles, being
poor and illiterate men, but filled with the spirit, and endowed with the gift of tongues on the day of
Pentecost, following his example, taught the people in Jerusalem and the neighbouring nations, by word
of mouth, confirming their doctrines by undoubted and convincing miracles. 
__________
* Hartley on Man. 
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As yet, there was no call for written systems -- full evidence attended the apostles wherever they went.
But when they began to form and settle churches in every place where they came, the persons whom they
appointed to govern and teach in their absence, stood in need of written instructions, as well as written
information of the great facts of the Christian history, to which they and their proselytes might at all
times recur; and they considered this blessed system as bringing to their knowledge, life and immortality. 

The first fifteen years after the crucifixion, the church was mostly confined to Jerusalem; but as churches
multiplied fast, throughout the Roman empire, soon after this period, the apostles frequently made use of
writing, for the purpose of more general information,

The apostle Paul, a man of learning and of consi-derable natural abilities, was now added to the number
of the apostles by a divine mission; and he first set the example about the year fifty-one, or fifty-two,
(eighteen or twenty years after the descent of the Spirit on the apostles) by writing an epistle to the
Thessalonians, who had been instructed by him in person; and who received his teachings, "not as the
word of man, but as it was in truth the word of God;" and he exhorts them "to read it to the brethren." 

In this manner he continued to write epistles to the different churches under his care, till they amounted
to the number now extant in the New-Testament. 

The other apostles, as Peter, James and John, followed his example, and wrote the several epistles 
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that go under their names. The Acts of the Apostles were written by St. Luke, about the year sixty-two or
sixty-three. 

The four evangelists in order, are, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The first three wrote their Gospels
about the same time that the Acts of the Apostles were written; and St. John wrote his Gospel about the
year ninety-eight. 

Clemens says, "And yet of all the disciples of our Lord, only Matthew and John have left us written
re-cords; who also, as report says, were necessitated to write; for Matthew having preached first to the
Hebrews, and being about going to other nations, did in his own country language pen his Gospel,
supplying by writing the want of his presence and converse among those who he was now to leave. Soon



after, when Mark and Luke had set forth their Gospels, John, they say, spent all that time in preaching,
and at length came to write for this reason. The three first written Gospels, having been now delivered
into the hands of all, and of John himself, they say that he approved of them and confirmed the truth
thereof by his own testimony; only there was wanting in writing, an account of those things done by
Christ at the first beginning of his preaching. And the thing is true, for 'tis evidently conspicuous, that the
other three evangelists have committed to writing only those things which were done by our Saviour in
one year's space after John the Baptist being shut up in prison. Therefore, they say, that the apostle John
being for these causes thereto requested, has declared a Gospel according to him, the time passed over in
silence by the former evangelists." * 
__________
* Euseb. Lib. iii. 42. 
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Irenaeus, who was conversant with Polycarp, a disciple of St. John, says, "And all the elders that were
conversant in Asia with John the disciple of our Lord, do testify, that John delivered his Gospel to them,
for he continued among them till Trajan's time." * 

In process of time, the primitive Christians, having had these sacred books handed down to them in
various copies, authorized by the particular church who had the original in keeping, or from men of
established characters among them, determined their being genuine, not by any positive authority, or
special power universally acknowledged by them, as general councils or other church assemblies; but, as
they judged of any other of their religious facts, from testimony or tradition. The first was afforded by the
cotemporaries of the apostles and their companions, who were writers of them; and the last, by the
records of the several churches to whom they were respectively written. 

"The manner of handing down the Scriptures to posterity, resembles that of all other genuine books, and
true histories. The Greeks and Romans, by tradition, always received the principal facts of their histories
as true, and never doubted. So have Jews and Christians. These evidences, though traditionary, are
sufficient, and afford a real argument, as well as one ad hominem, for receiving books so handed down to
us. For it is not to be conceived, that whole nations, should either be imposed upon themselves, or join to
deceive others, by forgeries of books of facts." ** 
__________
* 3d Book of Heresies, ch. 39. 
** Hartley on Man. 
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The first publication after the three Gospels and the epistles, which we have on record, is the epistle of
St. Barnabas, written about the year seventy-one, in which, though he does not mention the Gospels by
name, he alludes to them by a number of quotations, where by it is plain, that he had seen the one written
by St. Matthew, and several of the epistles. 

The epistles of St. Clement, (the third bishop of Rome, after St. Peter) to the church of Corinth, was
undoubtedly written about the year ninety-six. St. Paul mentions him "among his fellow labourers, whose
names are in the book of life." In this epistle he expressly quotes the epistle to the Corinthians, and says,
it was written by the apostle Paul: besides which, it clearly appears, that Clement had in his hands, the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke; the Acts of the Apostles; the epistles to the Hebrews, Romans,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy Titus, James and Peter. Clement
observes also, that St. Peter's hearers at Rome, were desirous of having his sermons written down for



their use; they therefore requested Mark to leave them a written memorial of the doctrines they had
received from him by word of mouth, which Mark did. When Peter knew what had been done, he was
pleased; and confirmed the work by his authority, that it might be read in the churches. 

In the year one hundred, Hermas, who is mentioned among others, in the end of the epistle to the
Romans, wrote his Shepherd, or Pastor of Hermas, wherein he refers to many passages from Matthew,
Luke and John. The Acts, the epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
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Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude, and the Revelation. 

About seven years after the Shepherd, Ignatius, who was ordained in sixty-nine, and as some have
alledged, by Peter himself; and who, as Chrysostom observes, conversed familiarly with the apostles, and
was perfectly acquainted with their doctrines, wrote seven epistles to as many churches, in which he
mentions the epistle of Paul to the Ephesians. He also mentions the Scriptures, as a general name. He
plainly alludes to the Gospels of Matthew and John, and possibly to Luke -- the Acts of the apostles -- the
epistle to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus,
Hebrews, Peter and John. 

About this time, or in one hundred and eight, Polycarp, who war. also taught by the apostles, and had
conversed with many who had seen Jesus Christ in the flesh, and who had been appointed bishop of
Smyrna in Asia by the apostles, in his epistles to the churches, mentions the writings of the
New-Testament as "the oracles of the Lord," and calls them the Holy Scriptures. He has quotations from
the epistles to the Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Thessalonians -- and also from Matthew's and
Luke's Gospels. He refers to the Acts of the Apostles, the epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Thessalonians, Colossians, Timothy, Peter, John and Hebrews. 

In the epistle from the church of Smyrna, concerning Polycarp's martyrdom, they give the title of Gospel
to the history of our Lord by the evangelists, 
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by which they seem also to intend the New-Testa-ment in general, and refer to it as a book then in use.
Eusebius, in giving an account of the evangelists in the year one hundred and twelve, says, "Among those
who were illustrious at that time, was Quadratus, who, together with the daughters of Philip, is said to
have enjoyed the gift of prophecy; and besides these, there were at that time many eminent persons, who
had the first rank in the succession of the apostles, who being the worthy disciples of such men, every
where built up the churches, the foundations of which had been laid by the apostles; extending likewise
their preaching yet farther, and scattering abroad the salutary seeds of the kingdom of Heaven, all over
the world. For many of the disciples at that time, whose souls the divine Word had inspired with an
ardent love of philosophy, first fulfilled our Saviour's precept, distributing of their substance to the
necessitous -- then travelling abroad, they performed the work of evangelists, being ambitious to preach
Christ, and deliver the Scriptures of the divine Gospels." 

In the year one hundred and sixteen, Papias, who had been a hearer of St. John, (and a companion of
Polycarp) was bishop of Hierapolis in Asia, and wrote five books, entitled, "An Explanation of the
Oracles of the Lord." He asserts, that the presbyter John told him, that "Mark being the interpreter of
Peter, wrote exactly what he remembered," and that "Matthew wrote the divine Oracles in the Hebrew
tongue." He mentions also the epistle of John and Peter, and the Acts of the apostles, and the Revelation. 
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In the year one hundred and forty, Justin Martyr came to Rome, and presented his first apology to the
emperor Antoninus Pius. He also had the celebrated conference with Trypho the Jew, and returned to
Rome again, and suffered martyrdom in one hundred and sixty-four. He expressly mentions the Gospels
under the title of Memoirs or Commentaries of the apostles and their companions -- Christ's Memoirs. He
also calls them Gospels. He again mentions them as the memoirs of the apostles and their companions,
who wrote the history of all things concerning our Saviour Jesus Christ -- as the memoirs composed by
the apostles, which are called Gospels. Thus he acknowledges the four Gospels; two written by the
apostles, and two by their companions, and asserts, that these Gospels were publicly read in the
assemblies of the Christians on the Lord's days, by a person appointed for that purpose. 

Trypho the Jew, in the conference above alluded to, says to Justin, "I am sensible that the precepts in
your Gospels, as they are called, are so great and wonderful, that I think it impossible for any man to
keep them, for I have been at the pains to read them." Justin also mentions the Revelation, as being
written by a man from among themselves, by name John, one of the apostles of Christ. He quotes from
the Acts of the apostles -- the epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colos-sians, Thessalonians, Hebrews, Peter, and the Revelations. 

In the elegant epistle of Diognetus, who wrote in one hundred and sixty-six, he has this remarkable 
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passage -- "The fear of the law is celebrated, and the grace of the prophets is known; the faith of the
Gospels is established, and the tradition of the apostles is kept, and the grace of the church rejoiceth
exceed-ingly." In this also he refers to St. Matthew, John, the epistles to the Romans, Corinthians,
Philippians, Timothy; of Peter and John. He speaks of the law and the prophets; Gospels and apostolical
epistles. 

In one hundred and seventy-seven, Melito, bishop of Sardis in Lydia, says, "That when he went into the
east, he procured an accurate account of the books of the Old Testament," from which we may safely
conclude, that there was a collection known by the name of the New-Testament. One of his works, now
lost, was entitled, "Of the Revelation of St. John," so that he might have had that book in his collection of
the New-Testament. 

About the year one hundred and seventy-eight, Iraeneus, bishop of Lyons in Gaul, and disciple of
Polycarp, wrote five books against heresies. He is very full as to the truth of the Scriptures. He says, "We
have not received the knowledge of the way of our Salvation, by any others than those by whom the
Gospel has been brought to us; which Gospel they first preached, and afterwards by the will of God
committed to writing, that it might be, for time to come, the foundation and pillar of our faith. After that
our Lord arose from the dead, and "the apostles were endowed from above, with the power of the Holy
Ghost coming down upon them, they received a perfect knowledge of all things." They then went forth to
all the ends of the earth, declaring to men, the blessings of heavenly peace, having all of them, and every
one 

[ 236 ]

alike, the Gospel of God. Matthew, then among the Jews, wrote a Gospel in their own language; while
Pe-ter and Paul were preaching the Gospel at Rome, and founding a church there. And after their
decease, Mark also, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing, the things that had



been preached by Peter. Luke, the companion of Paul, put down in a book, the Gospel preached by Paul.
Afterwards, John, the disciple of the Lord, who also leaned on his bosom, likewise published a Gospel,
while he dwelt at Ephesus in Asia -- and all these have delivered to us, that there is one God, the maker
of the Heavens and the earth, declared by the law and the prophets; and one Christ, the Son of God. And
he, who does not assent to them, despiseth indeed those who knew the mind of the Lord, but he despiseth
also Christ himself the Lord, and he despiseth likewise the Father, and is self-condemned, resisting and
opposing his own Salvation, as all heretics do." 

He often quotes the Acts of the apostles as written by Luke, the disciple and companion of the apostles,
and sums up with this observation. "Nor can they," says he, "pretend that Paul is not an apostle, when he
was chosen to this end; nor can they show, that Luke is not to be credited, who has related to us the truth
with the greatest exactness; and possibly God has for this reason, so ordered it, that many parts of the
Gospel should be declared to us by Luke, which all are under a necessity of receiving, so that all might
believe his subsequent testimony, which he has given concerning the acts and doctrines of the apostles;
and might have a sincere and uncorrupt 
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of faith, and be saved. Therefore his testimony is true, and the doctrine of the apostles is manifest and
uniform, without any deceit; hiding nothing from man, nor teaching one thing in private, and another in
public. He expressly quotes twelve epistles of Paul, and takes several verses from the Hebrews. The
epistle of Peter, he acknowledges as written by him. Also the epistles of John, the disciple of our Lord.
He quotes the Revelations, as St. John's. He generally calls them the divine Scrip-tures -- divine Oracles
-- the Scriptures of the Lord -- evangelic and apostolic writings -- the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament -- the law and the Gos-pel. He says the Scriptures are perfect, being dictated by the word of
God, and his Spirit. He declares that there were four Gospels received by the church, and no more; all
which he has frequently quoted, with the names of the writers; as also the book of the Acts, which he
ascribes to Luke. 

In one hundred and eighty-one, Theophilus, a learned heathen, was converted to Christianity, and
published several books. He quoted Matthew's and John's Gospels, as sacred Scriptures. He alludes to
Luke, and refers to the epistles of Paul to the Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
Timothy, Titus, and the Revelations as written by St. John. 

In one hundred and ninety-four, Clement, a presbyter of Alexandria, said to have been a learned man, and
an excellent master of the Christian philosophy, bore a noble testimony to the Scriptures in all his
writings. He says there were four Gospels, of Matthew, 
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Mark, Luke and John, and takes notice of the reason for writing of Mark's Gospel. He quotes the Acts of
the apostles, as written by Luke. He frequently and expressly quotes the fourteen epistles of St. Paul --
also the first of Peter and the first of John. He received the epistle of Jude and the Revelation. 

Serapion, bishop of Antioch, in the year two hundred, in an epistle to some who had too much respect for
a work, entitled, the Gospel of Peter, says, "We brethren receive Peter and the other apostles as
Christians: but as skilful men, we reject those writings which are falsely ascribed to them, well knowing
that we have received none such. 



There will be no need of an apology for inserting the strong testimony of Origen, about the year 250 or
260, whose learning, piety, and strict attention to sacred things, no one will dispute, however they may
object to particular doctrines held by him. His testimony is recorded by Eusebius. He says, "I have
understood by tradition, there are four Gospels, which, and only which, are to be allowed without
contradiction by the church of God, under Heaven. As to the first, it was written by one Matthew,
formerly a publican, but afterwards an apostle of Jesus Christ; he published it written in Hebrew, for the
sake of those Jews who believed. The second is Mark's Gospel, who wrote it as Peter expounded to him;
whom also he confesses to be his son, in his catholic epistle, and in these words -- the church which is at
Babylon, (meaning Rome) elected together with you, saluteth you, and so doth Marcus my son. And the
third is the Gospel according to St. Luke, which is 
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commended by St. Paul. He wrote it for the sake of the heathens. Lastly, St. John's Gospel." 

Let me here add the observations of the excellent Lardner, before mentioned, on this subject. "Though
many works of the primitive times of Christianity have not come down to us, we have seen and examined
a large number of works, of learned Christian writers, in Palestine, Syria, Asia Minor, Egypt, and that
part of Africa that used the Latin tongue; and in Crete, Greece, Italy and Gaul: all in the space of one
hundred and fifty years after writing the first book of the New-Testament. In the remaining works of
Irenaeus, Clement, of Alexandria and Tertullian, though some works of each have been lost, there are
perhaps more and larger quotations of the small volume of the New-Testament, than from all the works
of Cicero, (though of so uncommon excellence for thought and style) in the writers of all characters for
several ages, -- insomuch, that we have reason to think, a late learned and judicious divine, * did not
exaggerate beyond the truth, when he said, that the facts upon which the Christian religion is founded,
have a stronger proof, than any facts at such a distance of time; and that the books which convey them
down to us, may be proved to be uncorrupted and authentic, with greater strength than any other writings
of equal antiquity. 

Even Julian the apostate, acknowledges the Gospels, as written by those whose names they bear. He
mentions the evangelists by name, and quotes many passages. He particularly treats of the first chapter 
__________
* Dr. Jeremiah Hunt. 

[ 240 ]

of John's Gospel -- of Christ being the Word of God, and the Word being made flesh, and of the
acceptation in which it was at that time received. * 

He plainly confesses, "that those were Peter's, Pauls, Matthew's, Mark's and Luke's works, read by
Christians under their names;" ** and one might reasonably suppose, that Julian, in that early day, knew,
at least, as much of this dispute as our author; and he is at least, one person who tells us who wrote them. 

It is not forgotten, that it has been said, that the canon of Scripture was first settled in the council of
Laodicea -- but this, as most of our author's assertions, will not appear to be the case to any one, who will
read their canon for himself. It is therein declared, "That private psalms ought not to be read in the
churches, nor any books not canonical, but only the canonical books of the Old and New-Testament."
Then follows a list of those books that are canonical. The same may be observed on the acts of the third
council of Carthage, in these words; "Moreover it is ordained, that nothing beside the canonical
Scrip-tures be read in the churches, under the name of the divine Scriptures." 



Surely there is nothing in either of these that will any way justify our author's assertion, "That the canon
of Scripture was settled in these or any other councils." 

I will take the liberty of adding an extract from the famous Mr, Le Clerc, as immediately applicable to
this subject. He says, "We no where read of the 
__________
* Jul. part ii. 327. lib. x. 333. 
** Cyril, book x. 
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council of the apostles, nor any assembly of the governors of Christian churches, convened to determine
by their authority, that such a number of Gospels, neither more or fewer, should be received. Nor was
there any need of it, since it is well known to all, from the concurring testimony of cotemporaries, that
the four Gospels are the genuine writings of those whose names they bear: and since it is also manifest
there is not any thing in them unworthy of those, to whom they are ascribed, nor any thing at all contrary
to the Revelation of the Old-Testament, nor to right reason. There was no need of a synod of
grammarians to declare magisterially, what are the works of Cicero or Virgil. In like manner the authority
of the Gospels has been established by general and perpetual consent, without any decree of the
governors of the church. We may say the same of the apostolical epistles, which owe all their authority,
not to the decisions of any ecclesiastical assembly, but to the concurring testimony of all Christians, and
the things themselves which are contained in them." And another from St. Augustine -- "We know the
writings of the apostles," says he, "as we know the works of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Varro, and others;
and as we know the writings of divers ecclesiastical authors, for as much as they have the testimony of
contempo-raries, and of those who have lived in succeeding ages." 

This part of the argument shall now be concluded by another quotation, equally applicable, from the
famous Dr. Hartley on Man. "The manner in which the books of the Old and New-Testament have been
handed down from age to age, proves both their genuineness, 
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and the truth of the principal facts contained in them. 1st. It resembles the manner in which all other
genuine books and true histories have been conveyed down to posterity -- as the writings of the Greek
and Roman poets, orators, philosophers and historians, were esteemed by these nations to be transmitted
to them by their forefathers, in a continued succession, from the times in which the respective authors
lived; so have the books of the Old-Testament by the Jewish nation, and those of the New by the
Christians; and it is an additional evidence in the last case, that the primitive Christians were not a
distinct nation, but a great multitude of people, dispersed through all the nations of the Roman empire,
and even extending themselves beyond the bounds of that empire. As the Greeks and Romans always
believed the principal facts of their historical books, so the Jews and Christians did more, and never seem
to have doubted of the truth of any part of them. Now I suppose that all sober minded men admit the
books usually ascribed to the Greek and Roman historians, philosophers, &c, to be genuine, and the
principal facts related or alluded to in them, to be true; and that one chief evidence for this is, the general
traditionary one here recited. They ought therefore to pay the same regard to the books of the Old and
New-Testament, (independent of their divinity) since they have the same, or greater reason for it. It is not
to be conceived that whole nations, should either be deceived themselves, or concur to impose on others,
by forgeries of books or facts. These books and facts must therefore be genuine and true; and it is a
strong additional evidence of this, that all nations must be 
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jealous of forgeries for the same reasons that we are." -- "Whoever received the books of the
New-Testa-ment in ancient times, as genuine and true, must not only have forsaken all sinful pleasure,
but exposed themselves to various hardships, dangers, and even to death itself. They had indeed a future
glory promised; but this being future, must have been sup-ported with the most incontestible evidences;
also, it could have no power against the opposite motives; and both together must so rouse the mind, as to
make men exert themselves to the utmost, till they had received full satisfaction -- besides which, it is to
be observed, that even joy, and the greatness of an expectation, incline men to disbelieve, and to examine
with a scrupulous exactness, as well as fear and dislike. -- 

As to those who did not receive them, they would have sufficient motives to detect the forgery or
falsehood, had there been any such. They were all condemned for their unbelief; many for their gross
vices; the Jew for his darling partiality to his own nation and ceremonial law; the Gentile for his idolatry
and polytheism; and the most dreadful punishment threatened to all in a future state. -- It may be added,
that the persons reproved an the Gospels, and by the apostles, (meaning the five apocalyptical churches
and the Nicolaitans) could not but endeavour to vindicate themselves. The books were all of a public
nature, and the reproofs particularly so, as being intended to guard others." 

We now come to the last part of the assertion of our author, "That the best surviving evidence is the
Jews, and yet they say it is not true." Now, if by this 
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it is designed to insinuate, that none of the Jews have acknowledged the facts of the resurrection and
ascension, it is not true, as we have already shown. That the present Jews, as a people or nation, deny the
doctrines of the New-Testament, is not only a fact, but is expressly foretold in those books, that they
should do so till the end of the Roman government -- and they also foretel other circumstances, attending
this once chosen people of God, who are still to be re-united to him, fully convincing to many wise men
of the truth of their declarations; such as their dispersed and humiliating state throughout the world; their
continuing a separate people, &c. Yet true it is, that very large numbers of Jews, in the first ages of the
Christian church, embraced hep doctrines, and gloried in the cross. Nay, for many years, the whole
Christian church was made up entirely and exclusively of Jews; and every writer, except Luke, concerned
in the Scriptures of the New-Testament, were Jews, and none other -- and at the first prosecution of Peter
before the sanhedrim, the then representative body of the Jewish nation, "they acknowledged, that indeed
a notable miracle had been done by the apostles, was manifest to all them that dwelt at Jerusalem, and
that they could not deny it," And the consequence was, "that the word of God increased, and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the
faith." 

The Jews as a people, nevertheless, at this day, as they have been since the time of Moses, are firm
believers in revelation, and though they reject Jesus 
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Christ as the promised Messiah, and will not at pre-sent have him to reign over them, yet they fully
believe in one yet to come, as foretold by Moses and the prophets. Let some of their late learned,
judicious, and excellent writers, speak for themselves. -- "When we reflect," say they, speaking on the
subject of revelation, "on the baneful systems set up in ages past, and in this one too by philosophers --
when we see the providence of God, his justice, and even his existence contested -- fatality introduced --



liberty destroyed -- die land marks of right and wrong daringly torn up, or placed with uncertainty, by
those pretenders to wisdom -- man degraded -- all the bonds of society dissolved -- vain imaginations and
racking doubts substituted in the place of the most comfortable and salutary truths -- when we see these
things, our spirit is stirred up at all these errors, and we cannot help thinking ourselves happy in being
preserved from them by such reasonable and holy laws. O Israel! happy are we, for the things that are
pleasing to God, are made known to us; he hath not dealt so with any nation." * And again, speaking of
the Christian reli-gion, they say, "Those Christians who persecute on account of religion, either offend
against truth, or are illy acquainted with their religion. We Jews, can assure them, that the Christian
religion does not oblige men to murder one another for paragraphs, no nor for the most important
doctrines. The true spirit of their religion, breathes nothing but mildness -- he calumniates it, who
ascribes to it the mad deeds of blind fanaticism, and the crimes of dark policy. It equally 
__________
* Letters of certain Jews, 310. 
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condemns both these. Those Christians confound Christianity, with the abuses made of it. When will
those great men deign to reason justly." * 

The Jews do not even doubt, that the books of the New-Testament, were written by the evangelists, who
were their countrymen; and Jews as well as they. They do not deny the writings of Paul and Peter, James
and John, or any other of the authors of the New-Testament; but they suppose them either to have been
impostors, or misled and imposed upon: but these very Jews, as a people, and all their sacred writings,
profess the same things, in expectation of their Messiah to come, with the like properties, qualities and
character. 

The foundation of our author's after observations, being thus answered and removed out of the way, I
shall pass them by without, and indeed as unworthy of, farther notice. I mean the ridiculous story he has
introduced from the poets, about the race of giants making war against Jupiter, and throwing an hundred
rocks against him at once; and afterwards being confined under Mount Etna. From this he supposes the
story of Satan's making war against the Almighty, took its rise -- that Satan was then defeated and
confined to a pit, and afterwards let out again, to deceive a woman in the garden of Eden -- finally, that
Satan obtained a triumph over the whole creation, Jews, Turks and infidels, and even the Almighty
himself -- with a number of other as profane and blasphemous accounts of the Christian system,
originating in his own brain, or the imaginations of heathen poets, who 
__________
* Letters of certain Jews, 172, 
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were at a loss to account for the phenomena of nature, from the mere light of nature, unassisted by
revelation. But these are not to be found, either in the books of the Old or New-Testament, or in any
theory of a Christian church, ancient or modern. This sufficiently proves, what was before suggested, that
our author has undertaken to write on a subject, the first principles of which he has not troubled himself
to investigate. He has barely vamped up, in a parade of language, the well answered objections of the
Deists of the last, and beginning of the present century. To these our author may claim the merit of
adding, the ludicrous and blasphemous reveries of debauchees and drunkards over their cups; thinking
thereby to impose on the world such stuff for argument, merely because he has prefaced it with the name
of "The Age of Reason;" as if reason consisted in falsehood, ridicule and burlesque. 



I shall therefore pass by all this rhapsody of non-sense, and proceed to his observations on the books of
the Old and New-Testament, beginning with Genesis, and ending with the Revelations. 


